43C

Forestry Commission

FORESTRY COMMISSION OF GHA

MINISTRY OF LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Republic of Ghana

REDD+ MECHANISM |
GHANA

Strategic Environmental and
SocialAssessmeni(SESA)

FINALREPORT

Prepared by
SAL Consult Lté, O Box GP20200, Acc&zhana ]
October2014




SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

TABLE OF CONTENTS

TABLE OF CON T BN T S .. ittt eee et e ettt et e e et ee e et et s e e e e et s e e s e ta e esesbnesseeban s eesaaaasessbbasessamesesenasaeee Il
LIST OF FIGURES . ..ottt ettt et e e et et e e e e et e e e e et eme e e e s e e aba s eessaaaasesesbassme b e sesnsanseaens I\
[ ST IO L 17N = 1 I 0 \Y/
ACRONYMS AND ABBRIEIMDINS. .....ouiiiiii it ee et e et e e e s me e e s e b e e e e ea b e e s saaaeessamreesebaneeerarnaeees VI
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY. ...ttt ettt e et e e ettt e e e e et mt e aaa e e s e aaa e e e s e ba s ee e e s b meeebaa s eeeeaaasesebannsesssbameseransss IX
O T 1\ L@ 15 1 L I 0 ] TSR 1
O T Y01 ] = 10 T 1
R B =3 =N T @ o 1
1.3 OBJECTES ANIPURPOSE OF TBESATUDY......cictuiiiiiiieeeiieeeite e et e e ettt eeestaeeeeta e eesan e setaeessteeeerneserneeenrans 2
2.0 REDD+ MECHANISM ANNDICATIVE STRATEBEYTIONS.......coiieeiiiee e 3
2.1 BRIEFHISTORYTHERODAD TAREDD T ... ciiiiiiii et e e e e e et e e a e e e e e e eans 3
2.2 BACKGROUND TBHANA JOININBEDD . .. ittt ettt e e s e et e s e e s aa e ees 5
2.3 THE PROBLEM OF DEFIREION AND FOREEGRADATION BHANA. ... .iuuiitiiiieitt et e eaieete et seb e st e raneesnesnaes 5
2.4 PROPOSEBEDD-SBIRATEGOPTIONS FOBHANA ....uituiitteiteit ettt et ssaesetaeseneetsetaa et asnesssseraesetnsesneesraersnns 6
2.5 OVERVIEW GBHANASREDDREADINESBROCESS UNDERPE....... i 11
3.0 THE SESA METHODOLBED APPROACH. ... .o ittt s e e st e s e e e e e e e eeeaeaes 12
R 20 R 1N 1= o 16 Lo 1T ) N 12
I [ 1= Y 2T 01 =<0 N =1 N 12
IR 0 == Il oy =7 o 7y T ) N TR 12
T 701 R = - Tox 2o (o 1] o S 12
3.3.2 Project kiclkoff and Inception Stage REPOItNG........coovviiiiiiiiiieieiiires e e e e e e e e e e eeeeaaeens 14
3.3.3 Revision and Acceptance of SESA WOrK Plan............cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 14
3.3.4  MODbiliSation fOr FII WOTK........ouniiiiee ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e et s 17
3.3.5 Participation in the preparation of the EFRN..........cccuiiiiiiiiiie e 17

3.4 STEP2: SCOPING ANSTUATIOMSSESSMENBASELINBTUDY. ... .cceuntiiitiieietneeeeieeiennsesstaeesssnsesssneessesessnsenes 17

G 70t R 1 1 Yo 11 T 1T 17

T S X1 11/ =2 18
3.4.3  Key Literature CONSUIE ..o e e e e e e e e aaaaeas 18
3.4.4 Initial Stakeholder CONSUIALIONS . ........iiieee et e e e e e s e e e e e e eaaerenaans 19
345 SPALAI ANAIYSIS. ..coiiiiiiiii i e e s e e e s aaae 20
R SR O 1= S (1 o Y PP PF PP 22
3.4.7 Preparation and Submission of SCOPING REPOIL..........ccuuiiiiiiiiieiiiie e 23

B TS 1 = = S AN ST V] = N 23
3.6 STEPR4: INDICATORMONITORING ANB/ALUATIORROPOSAL ....ivtittiiteeitte e e et e et s et et esaaeesasaenseenesranes 24
3.7 STEPS: REPORTINGEARNING ANBOMMUNICATION. ..t u.ittettteitn et tettesasstneesnessteraessnesnesensernaestsesnessreres 25
3.8  THESESASTUDYORGANIZATION. . ..uuetetueeetteeeeueesaaeeesteesesaeeetaeee st eeaaeeeeteeeeaneeesaeeseaaeersneerraneerernnns 25
4.0 LEGAL, POLICY ANBTNTUTIONAL FRAMEWKIIR.........oovtttiiiieieieeeeeimiee s e e e e e e s eeevaais s e e e e e s s emsaeseeeesesennes 27
g R © = =l o i 17 =Y 27
4.2 NATIONAIPOLICIES ANIEGAL FRAMEWORK. .. ..ctueeitteeeeteesteeeeeeeeae e e et e e e et s eeeaa e e s st eeesaeeeenneserneeenrans 27
4.2.1 The 1992 Constitution OFf GRANA.........ccuuiiii e e e e 29
4.2.2 Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA).........occcuiiiiiieiiiiieeee e 30
4.2.3 Land Policies and RegUIALIONS............uuuiiiiiiiaiiae e 30
4.2.4  Forest Policies and ReQUIALIANS............oiiiiiiiiiie et 33
4.2.5 Agricultural Policies and ReQUIALIONS. .........ccceiii i e s er e e e e e e rreeee e e e e 37
4.2.6  Mining and Mineral Policies amRegUIAtIONS...........cveeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiir e e 38
4.2.7 Energy Policies and ReQUIALIONS..........uuuiiiiiiiiii i r e e e e s s ere e 40
4.2.8 Water Policies and RegUIALIONS. ..........c.uuiiiiiiiieeea et 42
4.2.9 Environmental Protection & AssessmBolicies and Regulations.............cccccceeeeiiiiniiiiiiiiiinen. 43

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@etaber2014 Pageii



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

4.2.10 Investment, Employment, Labour, Safety, Gender, Local government, Chieftaincy and.odders
4.3 INSTITUTIONARAMEWORK. .....etetiuttteteeinutteteassanssteeesaassteeeesanseseaassaassseeeesanstseeesaansbesaessasteeaessnnsreeessnnsnes 48
4.3.1 Ministry of Lands and Natural RESOUICES...........ueiieiiiiiiieeniiiiiie e e e A8
4.3.2  Ministry of FINANCE (IMOE).....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e 49
4.3.3  FOrestry COMMISSION.....ccciiiuuiiiiiiiiiiiiae sttt e et e e e e e s ssnree e e s snbneeesssnnneeeesssnnneeessnnnneeeessn 0
G T I U To L3 @010 1 £ o T AR PP PRSP 49
4.3.5 Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands (OASL)........occciiiiiiiieeeeee e e e e 50
4.3.6  Minerals CommISSION (M) ...euiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieiiee e e e e e s s s e e e e e e e e e e e s s s senrer e rereeeeeaaeeesesannnnnns 50
43.7  Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation.................cccccevivvieineeeee e 51
4.3.8 Environmental ProteCtionN AQEINCY.........cccuuuriiiiiiieeeeeeeisieiiistteteeeeaeeeesssasssnsssresereraeeesssannssnnsnnes 51
T = © 1 [ RSP SS 51
4.3.10 (6(0 10102107 [o [ @1 =4 1€ 7SS PRR 51
4.3.11 Ministry of FOOd and AGFICUITULE..........ccciiiiiiie ittt 52
4.3.12 Water Resources Commission (WREC).......ccccuiiiiiiieiceeee et e e e e e e 52
4.3.13 Y T Ty Yo ) =1 1T o 2SR 52
4.3.14 ENErgy COMIMISSION.......cuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee s e e e e e e e e e e e et et et e e et e e eaete et e s s e s e s eeeeaeaaaeeeesesessnrssnrnres K]
4.3.15 Ghana National Fire SEIVICE........cc.uuiiiiiiiiie e 53
4.3.16 LN ]V RS 53
4.3.17 Ghana Meteortogical Agency Act, 2004, ACE B82...........ceeeiiiiiiieiniiiiie e 53
4.3.18 Ministry of Justice and Attorney GeNeral............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 54
4.3.19 Local Government AUTNOIIES. ... ....uuiiiiiieee e e e e s eee e 54
4.3.20 Traditional Authorities/ National House of ChiefS............cooiiiiiiiii e 55
4.3.21 TRE PrHVALE SECIOL.....cii ittt e e e e e s e s e e e e e e e e e e e eaa 55
4.3.22 NGOS/CIVIl SOCIELY . .cii i e e e et r e s e e e e aaaaeaaaaeeees 57
4.3.23 DEVEIOPMENT PAITNEIS. ... eieiiieiiiiiie ettt ettt e e s st e e e eane e e e e s annneee s 57
4.4 \WORLIBANKSAFEGUARDSPOLICIES .. etttutttuuuuuaaaaaeeeesaseaateteteeeeeesaesssssssssaaaaeaeaaaaaaaaaetaeeeeeeennnsssssnnnnnnnns 57
4.5  |FOPERFORMANCGEEANDARDS .. . ittttteteeeeaeeaeeettteaeaebebasaabesa s aaaaaaaeaetaaeteeeaeteesesebeba b s e e aeaeaeaeaaaaaaens 59
46 BENVIRONMENTAASSESSMENTGHIANA. .....cciiiiiiiieiiieieeietetu e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaeaeeeeeeeaaeesanbnbntnnnnnnn i aaaaeeeeeaeaeees 60
4.6.1 EIA Procedures and ACHVILIES. ........cooiiiiiiiiiiieieit ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e s 60
5.0 GHANA BASELINE CONDIN......coiitiitiitiiteaiiiee ettt e e steeeesntaeeeastbeeeamessbeeeesstaeaesstseeesssbeesamesseeeesnsseeesn 62
5.1 NATURARESOURCHSATURAENVIRONMENT......cciiiiuutttteeeeetaaaanaasasaaainstesseeeeeaeeessaasaannnnnnsseeeeeesesesssannnnnned 62
I 0 R €= To o =1 ] 0|V PP PP UPPPTPRPPRRN 62
L0 2 O 11 o= L o3 @0 T 111 SRS 62
L0 G T VT 1T g =20 T o =PSRN 64
5.1.4 Surface Water Quality and POIULIQN...........ocuiiiiiiiiii e 68
5.1.5 Relief and TOPOGraphy......cccooioiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e et ——————————————— 71
B5.1.6 SOOI RESOUICES....ciiiiiiiiii ittt ettt e e e e e e e e bbbttt e e e e e e e e e s s e aabbbrbeeeeeeaeeeeeasannnes 71
5.1.7 Vegetation and ECOIOQICal ZONES.........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeee s e e aeeeanaeeeeeennnn d 4
5.1.8 Major Crops grown in the various agecological zones and selected crop yield.....................74
5.1.9  FOrESIY RESOUITES .....coiiiiiiiitite ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e s s b e e et e e e e e e s e s s bbb e nne et eeeeeeeaannnes 17
5.1.10 Analysis of Carbon Stock DiStriDULIQN...........cooiiiiiiii e 91
5.1.11 (0= T o o] T =10 011513 o] o - SRR 91
5.1.12 Climate Change and Vulnerability ISSUBS........ccooiii i Q2
5.1.13 PeStS ProbIEMS ... ..o 96
5.1.14 SOCIBCUIIUNAL ... ... e e e e e e et e ettt et e s e s e e eeaaaaaaaaeaaaaneaees 98
5.1.15 Brief Country ECONOMIC Profile..........cooiiiiiiie e 101
6.0 SUSTAINABILITY ISSUESSESSMENT ANDARXSIS OF PROPOSHRAIEGY OPTIQNS................ 105
L0 RS B Lo 7 N = I £ = 105
6.1.1  NAtUral RESOUICE ISSUES......uuiiiiiiieeeii i ittt e ete e e s e s sssa b aeaneeeeeeeeeesssansssssesaeeenrenaaeeesssnnnnes 105
L0 I oo o T 41w F7S U 1= OSSP 105
00 O T o Yo [c ol 1] (1 = | 106
6.1.4  INSHLULIONAL........ooiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ae e ra 106
6.2 PRIORITATION OFSSUES AT TREGIONAM/ORKSHOPS ....cccvttitiitttttitiiaaaaeeeeaeaaeaaeaaeeeeeeeeeesssnssnnnnnna s 107
6.3 ASSESSMENT OF FREDPOSEBTRATEGDPTIONS. ....etieiiiutiieeeeittieeessanttieeesssstreeessssteeeessssreeeesssnsseeessssnes 108
6.3.1 Internal Consistency/Compatibility MatriX............coovecuviiiiiieriieee e e e 108

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@etaber2014 Pageiii



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

LS A 0o 31 o Yo T aTo I 1Y =4 SRR 111
6.3.3 Opportunity and Risk Matrix for the REDD+ Strategy OponS.......cccceveeeeeeieeeiiiiiiiniieeeeeeenn 114

6.4 ANALYSIS ANREFINEMENT GHROPOSEREDD-STRATEGOPTIONS .....uiiitiiiiiieeeeiieeeeteeeeiee e et eeeeteeeenaneeens 133
7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS.. ..ot it iiititettttie e ettt eee s e e e e e et eeeteb b tame e e e e sssba s aaseessesessssasameaesesessstssannsseeasereenes 135
7.1 INTRODUGCTION. .. ctttuetitieeeiit e et e ee e et a e e ettt e e et e ee e st e e satees st eestanaasatn s ssaaestaaessnseeesnnsesstneesnnsersnneeeran 135
7.2 GENERABRECOMMENDATIONS ....cuuuiiituteeitttettteeettaeeeett e eetteesataeeataaeseaaeeetaaesstnasssnseennaerstneeesnnaassnns 135
T.2.1  NALUIAI RESOUICES. .. tututtutiiiiiieiieieieeeeeteteteeeteeetesese e aeteaeeaasaaaaaaaaaeeseseeesererrrrrrararaannnnans 135
T7.2.2  SEIOCUITUIAL.......ceeeiiririieiit ettt e e e ettt et et ese s et eseeseeaaeseseeeessssssessresrrrarananns 136
T.2.3  ECONOIMUCG .....iiiiiiiiiieeeetettt et e et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eese e e b b e bbb e seseeaeeaeaaaseseseseeesesererersasannnnsns 138
T.2.4  INSHEULIONGAL........ooiiiiiiieee et s et e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeesererraaanes 139

7.3 SPECIFIBECOMMENDATIONS SRRATEGOPTIONANTERVENTIONS. . ... ciiiivrttieieeeeeetiieeseesssneseesessraneeeeeeesnns 142
8.0 INDICATORS, MONITOIRI AND EVALUATIONGIROSAL ..o ittt 146
8.1 FORMULATION DRDICATORS. .. .cvuuetetieeetttesttaeeettaeeeetneeetteesstaaee et esetneeetaaeestnaessraaesssaeretnieeesnneessnns 146
8.1.1 Criteria for Selection of the INAICALOIS...........ocvviiiiii e e 146
8.1.2 Types of INdICAtOrs PrOPOSEM..........oovviiiiieeiiiiiei st e e e e e e e e e 146

Lo T2 14 =1 = e 1] N] I @ T =3 N 148
8.2.1 Baselin@VIONItoring DAta............uuuuuuuuumiiiiiieiie e e e e e e eeee e e e e et s e s e s e e e e e e e aaaeaeeraraaane 148
8.2.2  IMPACE MONITOIING . teteee ittt ettt e s e e ek b e e e e et et e e e et e e e e e bbneeeeennns 149
8.2.3  COoMPlIANCE MONITOTING .. .eeieiiuiieiiee ittt eeit et e s e e e s b e e s et e e e e e snbbe e e e ennnes 149

8.3 METHODS FOMONITORINGNDICATORS. ....uuueiitieeitieeeeeteeetiaeeettaeeeett e eeetaeessaaeessteesstaeeetaeeratneersneersanns 149
8.4 MONITORING ANB/ALUATIOMY STEM.....ctuueeiituneeetteeeeteeettaeeeetntesetteesstaaeeetsesssnaeseraaeeretnteerrnaeersaeersnnns 149
8.4.1 Introduction and Features of Proposed M&E System for Safeguards..........ccccccvvvvveieeeennnn. 149
8.4.2 Extract from the M&E Framework developed for REDD+............ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiicceeeee e 151

8.5 SAFEGUARD INFORMATIDATABASE SYSTEM..iiittuuieieeiiitiuieeeeetttaeeeeeesstiieeesessstaaresssestnieeessssstnaaeesennnns 153
8.6 BUDGET FORONITORING ANB/ALUATION. ....uutittttetitieeettteeestteeettaeeseteeeesteessaeesssesestnsesstaeersaeeesnnseees 153

L O Y= ] I (@ 1€ 2 YN = 154
N N N T = T 156
ANNEXL SESAERMS OREFERENGCE ... .ceuueiitieeeit e et e e e et e e e et e e e et eeeaa e e et e e s et e eeeaneeetaaeestneeennneeeean 157
ANNEX2 FINALREVISEISESAVORKPLAN. .. ..cuii it e ettt e e e et e et e e e e e e e e e e ar e e et e e st e e esta e eesnn e rnnneeeannns 164
ANNEX3 LIST OF STAKEHOLDERISALLY CONTACTED......ctuuiiiiieeeii e eee et et e e et e e e et e e et e e et e e saan e eanneeeannns 165
ANNEX INITIALSTAKEHOLDHERIGAGEMENREPORT . .....tuuiiittieiitieeestiesesttsesetaeesateeestnesraneestaaaesstnserenneessen 180
ANNEYS SPATIAIANALYSIS ANBISMIAPS ... oottt et et e et e e e e e e e et e e et e e e eaeeenaees 180
ANNEXG (O XS] =S LU w1 =0 = SRR 181
ANNEX/ SESAREGIONAMVORKSHOREPORT. ... .ictiieiiteee et e et te e et e e e e e e et e e e et e e e eaa e e et e eseteeeeaneeesaeenrans 188
ANNEX8 SESA/ALIDATIOMVITATION LETTER ANEY OPARTICIPANTS AT NAEIDATIONMVORKSHOR................... 189

LIST OF FIGURES

HGURR.1:
HGURE.1:
HGURE.2:
HGURB.1:
HGUR.2:
HGUR.3:
HGURB.4:
HGURB.5:
HGURB.6:
HGURB.7:
HGURB.8:
HGURE.9:
HGUR.10:
HGURB.11:

GHANASREDDREADINESEBROCESS UNDERPE.........coiii e 11
PROCESS OF THIESATUDY. ... cctuiiiiitieiiieeeeetee et eeeeta e e et e e e et e s eaaeeeta e eeaa e s st eseta e eranesasnaeeesnnns 13
SEASTUDYORGANIZATION ... ceett ettt eeeete e et e e et e e et eeeeta e e eaa e e eaaaeeesanaesstneestaeesstnaeesnnaessnnaaesrnnns 26
IMEANANNUALRAINFALL. «.. ettt ettt ettt e et e et e e e et eeeea e e et ee et e e e eaa e esannaesatnaaesnaesnnaeessnnaassnnased 63
DRAINAGE MAP @BHANA ... eeeee et e e et ee e et e e e e e e e ae e e e et e e eaaee et e e e aa e e eeaa e setaeessaseennseesnneeeernnns 67
[ S [y N =R e € o Y 74
S o] I =S 1 Y N 73
VEGETATION MAP GHANA ... . iitteeeii et e et e et e e et e e e et e e eata e eeaeesata e eeaa e esannesstaneeatnaesnneeeran 75
VEGETATION ZONES AOBRESTRESERVIFIAP OFGHANA .. ..cuutiiiiiieeiii e ee e e et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e enaas 78
SELECTED FOREST REESER THENKASAKROKOSUBIACORRIDOR......ouueiiiieeiiieeeitieeeeteeeeeieesaneeeennnns 83
FORESTRESERVES BRONGAHAFOREGION. ...ttt ittt ieiiieeeit e et eeeet e e e et e e et eeeataeeeaaneesstnaeeesnsearennaeen 84
COCOA DISTRICTBINANDZ20LOPOPULATIQN. ...ttt eeeteetiieeeeerantaseeseestnnaeeeesestnneessstnnaeeerssmnns 84
FORESRESERVES IN TWUESTERREGION. ....cuuuuiieiiiiiiiiieeeesteteseeeseeteseeeeseeta s eeeeetnnaseeesessnnnaeeeeeeeen 85
COCOA DISTRICTAMESTERREGION WITBOLOPOPULATION ...ceevvitineeereevinieseeeestnneeeserssnnnnseessessnnnnnd 386

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@etaber2014 Pageiv



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

FGURB.12: QLASSIFIERATELLITEMAGE MAP OBUV TANOEHURGTANOANWIAFRS INLO9Q........cvvvvviviiiiiiiiiieeee e, 87
FGURB.13: (QLASSIFIERATELLITEMAGE MAP O8UV TANOEHURGTANOANWIAFRS IN200Q.........ceveveviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeennn, 88
FGURB.14: Q.ASSIFIEBATELLITIMAGE MAP OBUI TANOEHURGTANOANWIAFRS N2010........cvveiieeieiiiiieeieeeeevianne, 89
HGURE.1: ILLUSTRATION OF THEENPHASES TOGVENPROJECEYCLE......uuiiiiieeiiieeeeieeeeteeeeeieee et e e eeteeeeanaas 150
LIST OF TABLES

TABLE2.1: INDICATIVREDD BTRATEGIES. ... ciitueeiieeeeitee ettt ee et e e e ete e e et e esateeetaaeesannsesetneeessneessnnssssnneeessneesnid
TABLE2.2: LIST OIREDDRELATED PROJECTSHRMIGRAMS. ...cuuuiiitieeiitieeeteeettaee ettt e eeeateeeata e e et eeenaeeserneeeenanns 9
TABLE.1: SUMMARY OF KIPOLICIES ANIEGAIFRAMEWORK. ......uttuiieeieietiinieereetinieeeeesssnnseeessstnneeesssssnnseeseens 27
TABLHE.2: WORLIBANKSAFEGUARBOLICIES.....uuuuieiiiiiiiieeee e et e e e e e et s e e e eeetaaeseeeeata s e e e eeasaaeseeeesstanaeeeensenns 58
TABLES.1: CATCHMENT AREA OF IMRIVER BASINS. ..1uuuieieiittiieeeeetntieeesssestiseeesssssnnseesestanaeesesssnnnnseesessmnnnesd 64
TABLES.2: ADMINISTRATIVE REGEONND DISTRICTS INEAI BY MAJOR RIVEBIBIS .....ccvtuieeiinieeeiieeereeeenneeernneeenennns a5
TABLES.3: WATERQUALITYOLASSIFICATION 8FRFACHVATERS . ....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee s e e e s e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeanenesennanns 68
TABLES.4: WATERQUALITYNDICESWQI)FORRVERBASINS ......eviiiiiiiiiieeeeitteeeeessiiteeeesaibbee e s s snebreeaessnanbeeeesannees 70
TABLES.5: FERTILITY STATUS OES IN SOMEEGIONS BHANA .....cvuuiiiitneiitieeeetieeeett e eeaieeesateeeetaeeesnasesraeeeannnns 71
TABLES.6: MAJOR CROPS GROWRHE AGRECOLOGICAL ZONES. .. .ciuuuieiiiieeeetiieeetiieeeaieeeateeeesnneessnasessneaeannnns 74
TABLES.7: AVERAGHNIELD OS=LECTEBDODCOROPSINDERRAINFEBDONDITIONS. .. cevvueiiiieeeiineeeeeeeeeneeestneeeennnenes 76
TABLES.8: DESCRIPTION BROTECTEAREAS IBHANA. ....eetieeeiteeee e e ete e e et e e e et e e e st e e e et e e eaneestaeeeatnaeeennneeenen 79
TABLES.9: GHANAD FOREST FIGURES .. .. iittutetttieeittaeeetaeeetteessansesetanaesaaneseanneestnaeeetneeesnnsernnaeeennseeesnnsessnns 80
TABLES.10:  LAND USE CATEGORNSHANA(MOFA200L).......cuiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeee ettt ee e e 81
TABLES.11:  HYDROLOGICAL FORES &SR THERA ANDNVHITEVOLTA BASINS. . .cvtueieiteeeitieeeeetieeerieessteeeetneeeeennaees 94
TABLES.12:  HISTORY OF FLOODING £ONSEQUENCESIMB RIVER BASINS.....uciitieeeiitieeetieeesteeeeteeeeateeesrnaeeeanns 94
TABLES.13: QUALITATIVE ENUMERMIOF SELECTED YERRBROUGHTS AND RHEFFECTS....ccvuuieieeeiiiiiieeeerennnneeeeeens 96
TABLES.14:  2010POPULATIORIGURES. .....uui ittt ieiiee e et e e et e e et e e e et e e e et e e s aaeeeatn s e e aaaeeetanaeeetneennnsaesnnaaennnsaees a8
TABLES.15:  POPULATION DENSITRBGIONLIBA- 2010.. ... ciiiiiiiiii et e e e e e e e s e e eaaaas 99
TABLEG.1: HRST FIVE PRIORIDIFESUES FROM THEIREIAL WORKSHORS. ......ccivuieiiieeeiiiee et eeee e een e e aaeeeennns 107
TABLEG.2: COMPATIBILITMATRIXIEMPLATE FAREDD-SBTRATEGY. .. .ccvuniiiiiiieeiteeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e eaanns 110
TABLES.3: COMPOUNIDMATRIX FORNALYSIS GREDD-BrRATEGIES AGAIKEYENVIRONMENTATONCERNS.............. 112
TABIEG.4: MAJOR OUTCOME OF COMRD MATRIX EVALURNIFROM REGIONAL WSROPS.........ceevvvieeeeiineeennnnnen. 113
TABLES.5: OPPORTUNITY AREBKIMATRIX ... eeetteeeeteeeeteee et eeeae e e et e e e et e e e eae e e et e e e aaeesaaeeeetaeeeesaneeennaeeesnnns 115
TABLEG.6: OUTCOME OF ANALYSFFROPOSEREDDBIRATEGOPTIONS.....uuiiiiieiiiiee e eeee e et e e e e e eeees 133
TABLES.1: [ l0) 20 1] = 11 0] (07N @ =3 TP 147
TABLEB.2: PROPOSEDGICAERAMEWORK TEMPLATRREDD.......ui i 153
TABLEB.3: PROPOSEBMFTEMPLATE FBEEDD ... .ot eens 153

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@etaber2014 Pagev



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

ACRONYMS AND ABBRENONS

AfDB African Development Bank

AFD French Development Agency (Agence Francaise de Développement)
CDM Clean Development Mechanism

CER Certified Emission Reduction

CFC Collaborative Forest Committee

CIF Climate Investment Funds

COCOBOD Ghana Cocoa Board

COP Conference of the Partige the UNFCCC (the parent treaty to the Kyoto Protocol)
CREMA Comnunity Resource Management Area

CRG CocoaResearch Institute of Ghana

CSIR Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
CSOs Civil Society Organisation(s)

CSsvDCU Cocoa Swollen Shoot Virus Disease Control unit
DAs District Assemblies

DFID Department for International Development (UK)
DGM Dedicated Grant Mechanism for Indigenous People and Local Communities
DOLTA Domestic Lumber Traders Association

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

EPA Environmental Protection Agency, Ghana

ESIA Environmental and Social Impact Assessment
ELCIR+ Engaging Local Communities in REDD+

ESMP Environmemal and Social Management Plan

EU European Union

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation

FASDEP Food and Agricultural Sector Development Policy
FAWAG Furniture and Wood Workers Association of Ghana
FC Forestry Commission

FCPF Forest Carbon Partnership Facility

FDMP Forest Development Master Plan

FIP Forest Investment Programme

FLEGT Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade
FORIG Forestry Research Institute of Ghana

FSC Forest Social Certification

FSD Forest Services Division

FWP Forest and Wildlife Policy

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GEF Global Environment Facility

GFTN Global Forest and Trade Network (WB/WWF)
GHG Green House Gas

GIDA Ghana Irrigation Development Authority

GIS Global Information System

Glz German Development Agency

GoG Government of Ghana

GNFS Ghana National Fire Service

GPRS | Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy

GPRS I Growthand Poverty Reduction Strategy

GSBA Globally Significant Biodiversity Areas
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GTA Ghana Timber Association

GTMO Ghana Timber Millers Organisation

ha hectare

HFZ High Forest Zone

IFC International Finance Corporation

ITTO International TimberTradeOrganisation

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature

JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency

KNUST Kwame Nkrumah University of Science & Technology

LI Legislative Instrument

LVD Land Valuation Division

LULUCF Land use, Land Use Change and Forestry

MC Minerals Commission

MDBs Multilateral Development Banks

M&E Monitoring and Evaluation

MESTI Ministry of Environment Science Technology and Innovation

MLGRD Ministry of Local Government and Rural Biepment

MLNR Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources

MoF Ministry of Finance

MoFA Ministry of Food and Agriculture

MRV Monitoring Reporting and &fification

MW mega watts

NCRC Nature Conservation Research Center

NGOs Non-GovernmentaOrganisations

NREG Natural Resources and Environmenr@dvernance

NFF National Forest Forum

NRCD National Redemption Council Decree

NTFPs Non Timber Forest Products

NTSC National Tree Seed Centre

OASL Office of the Administrator of Stodlands

PNDC Provisional National Defence Council

PNDCL Provisional National Defence Council Law

PPRSD Plant Protection and Regulatory Services DirectooditeloFA

PURC Public Utilities and Regulatory Commission

REDD Reducing Emissions frobeforestation andorest Degradation

REDD+ REDD plus sustainable management of forest, forest conservation, enhancement of
carbon stocks

RMSC Resource Management Support Centre

RoG Republic of Ghana

RPIN REDD+ Project Idea Note

RPP Readines®reparation Proposal

SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment

SESA StrategicEnvironmental an&ocial Assessment

SRI Soil Resource Institute of Ghana

SRA Social Responsibility Agreement

TAs Traditional Authorities

TBI Tropenbodnternational

TIDD Timber Industry Development Division

ToR Terms of Reference

TUC Timber Utilization Contract
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UENR
UNDP
UNEP
UNFCCC

VCS
VER

VPA
wWB
WD
WRC

University of Energy and Natural Resources, Surgaana
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Envinment Programme

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Voluntary Carbont8ndards
Voluntary Emission Reduction

Voluntary Partnership Agreement

World Bank
Wildlife Division

Water Resource€ommission

Forestry Commission
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The SESA has been done with the aim of mainstreaming sustainable development principles into the
REDD+ strategy options.

Methodology/SESA Process
The methodology and approach for the SESA work can be described ypldases as follows:

Phase 1Preparation

T

=

Formation of a 6 member SESA Surking group at the Forestry Commission with members
from both government and nogovernmental organization including: Forestry Commission
officialsClimate Change Unit; 1no. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offlaiglals
Commission official; and Tropenbos International official.
Development of ToR for SESA and selection of consultant through open tendering
SESA contract negotiation and signing in October 2013 for-amobéh SESA assignment
SESA consultanindertakes stakeholder gap analysis and prepares an Inception report with
work plan for consideration by FC/SESA subworking group in November 2013.
Series of meetings in November and December 2013 on SESA work plan to confirm stakeholders
and to revise wdt plan from 18 months to 12 months ending December 2014

V SESA sulworking group meeting on 27 November 2013

V Meeting with other REDD+ consultarits ensure synergies in REDD+ consultancies on

09 December 2013; and
V FC Project Implementationo@mittee meeing with REDD+ FCPF consultants on 18
December 2013

Meeting with FC/World Bank mission team in February 2014 to revise SESA Work Plan from 12
months to 10 months to meet World Bank calendar. World bank mission team proposes case
study on Ankas&rokosuaBia forest corridor.
SESA consultant mobilized in February 2014.
SESA consultants invited to a musliaikeholder workshops in Aburi and Accra to participate in
the preparation of ERIN in February/March 2014

Phase 2Scoping and Situation Assessment/@ae Study

1

Field consultations in 6 regions (Western, Central, Ashanti, Brong Ahafo, Northern and Upper
East Regions) across the major ecological zones (high forest, transition and savanna zones) to
engage key stakeholders (via personal interviews) amghnocunities on REDD+ issues from
March to June 2014

GIS expert visit to FC/RMSC to obtain data for GIS analysis and preparation oMaabsto

May 2014

o0 Prepared base maps for Western and Brong Ahafo regions for FIP to benefit as well and
base maps covetrkl). Road Network, 2). District Boundary, 3). Forest Reserves, 4). River
Basin, 5). Cocoa District Boundary, 6). Drainage Network, 7). Population 2010,

0 Prepared forest cover trends usidg®90, 2000, & 2010 classified satellite image maps
for selected forest reserves in the AnkasekosuaBia corridor with communities
within 5km buffer around the reserves also mapped.

0 Selected Forest Reserves in the BIA, KROKOSUA AND ANKASA CORRExt for
Region:1). Ankasa Conservation Area, Ninshen National Park and Draw River F/R, 2).
Bia Game Resource Reserve, 3). Bia North Forest RederBej Tano and Tano Nimiri
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Forest Reserves, 5). Krokosua Forest Reserve, 6). Tano Ehuro, Sui and Tano Anwia Forest
Reserves, 7). Sui River Forest ReseBYe Subri River Forest Reserfy®t within the

corridor but was done as an initial example); Byong Ahafo Regionl). Asukese Forest
Reserve, 2)Bia Tano, Bia Tano Blockl and Bonkoni Forest Reserves, 3). Bonsam Bepo
Forest Reserve, 4). Bosomkese BbiReserve, 5). Mpameso Forest Reserve, 6). Subim
Forest Reserve

9 Field visits/case study by Biodiveristy/forest expert to selected forest reserves in Ankasa
Krokosua corridor to ascertain deforestation/ degradation conditions (a form of ground
truthing) and to classify condition of reserve alnost extinct, partially xinct, poor, good,
excellentgtMarch to May 2014

9 Desktop review of key literature for environmental/social baseline informatidarch to
August 2014

1 Preparation and submission of Scoping Report by SESA ConsyllantsJuly 2014

Phase 3Validation of Scoping outcome and Assessment
1 Three regional workshops with participants from all ten regions organized from July to August
2014 to provide comments on scoping outcome and to carry out assessment using EPA SEA tools
o Savanna zone workshopofn 2" to 22" July 2014 in Tamale for participants from
Northern, Upper East and Upper West Regions
o Middle belt or transition zone from 4to 25" July in Kumasi for participants from
Ashanti, Brong Ahafo, Eastern and Volta Regions
o Southern or High Fest Zone from 3% July to ' August 2014 in Takoradi for
participants from Western ,Central, and Gt. Accra
1 Three SEA tools applied for the assessment: i) Internal Consistency/Compatibility matrix; ii)
Compound matrix; and Opportunity and Risk matrix.
f Presentation on Scoping Report & Progress of Work to SES#dking groupat the FC on 13
August, 2014 for comments and suggestions.

Phase 4SESA Reporting and Validation
1 Presentation on progress of work to World Bank mission team and other RED Ritaratsson
September 9, 2014 at the Ghana office of the World Bank
T Preparation and submission of SESA Summary Report to F® &egtember 2014 for national
stakeholder validation workshop
f SESA National stakeholder validation workshop organized at E&' @eptember, 2014

Phase 5Develop and submit draft SESA report with ESMF and3®PBSeptember, 2014

Phase 6Review of draft SESA, ESMF, RPF regloytsechnical expertsfirst week in October, 2014

Phase 7:Finalisation and submission of final draft SESA, ESMF, RPF reports by SESA cansultants
October 2014

Proposed Strategy Optionand key drivers of deforestation and forest degradation

Proposed Strategy Options

Below is a list of the proposed strateggptions for addressing the identified drivers of
deforestation/forest degradation, according to theF®:

A. Improve the quality of mulistakeholder dialogue and decisigmaking

B. Clarify natural resource rights
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o

Improve forest law enforcement, governance anade

Address unsustainable timber harvesting by supporting sustainable supply of timber to meet export
and domestic / regional timber demand

Address problem of local market supply

Mitigate effects of agricultural expansion (particularly cocoa in th&)HF

Strengthen local decentralised management of natural resources

Improve sustainability of fuel wood use

Improve quality of fireaffected forests and rangelands

Address local market demand

Improve returns to smakcale enterprise

Improve regulation ofmining activities to reduce forest degradatid®ehabilitation of degraded
forest reserves

M. Implement actions to address acts of God (wind and natural fire events, floods, pests and jiseases

©

CrRSTIeMM

Key drivers of deforestation and forest degradation
The keydrivers of deforestation and forest degradation as fully discussed in the REDD+ Readiness
Preparation Proposal are summarised below:

Policy drivers
1 Imbalances of forest exploitation in favour of large scale timber industry

1 Under priced goods and services
1 Weak regulatory mechanisms and resource rights
1 Weak law enforcement

Demographic drivers

1 Population growth and urban expansion

9 Slash and burn agricultural practices

91 Economic drivers

9 High international demand for primary products
1 Low prices for lumber on thdomestic market
Natural forces

T Wild fires

1 Floods

i Pests and diseases

Sustainability Issues

The SBA processwvas used to identify the likely environmenfsdcialchallengesr risksthat need to be
addressed to minimize adverse environmental/social impacts during project implementation and also to
identify key issues thamay arise as a result of the implementation of theategy options These
concerns from the outcome of the scoping dyuare provided below.

Natural Resource Issues
Protection of key river/ water bodiesdevelop buffer zones around key rivéngo forest
Soil and water quality concersisom increasing agrochemical usage
Soil fertility andfarm erosion issuespromote agro forestry
Resoure wastageduring exploitationand use of timber
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Maintenance of young tree plantationshreats from livestock grazing especially during the dry
seasons

Lack of community/group woodlots, especially in the Savannah zagpesmote commuiity
woodlots

Promote tree crop plantations especially in the Transition and Savannah zones

Encourage group/ individual and community woodlots especially in the Savannah areas

Lack of community forestspromote community/stools forests/plantations

Maintenance of forests, especially in the transition/savannah zangseat from group hunters and
alien herdsmen

Economic Issues
Equity issuesbenefit sharing in carbon trading
Limited financial resourcefampering effective forest management
Lack ofvaluation rates for timber speciedVD compensation rates limited to only annual and
perennial cropsand LVD rates needs periodic review
Limited economic/ livelihood activitiegsp. during the dry season in the savannah zones putting
pressure on forestasources
Some communities rejecting REDIhcertainties associated with economic benefits
Long gestation periods for tree species/ native tree species (farmers not interested)
The economic viability and benefits from carbon trading versus tree trading
Upfront demands for funds to carry out REDAgtivities &donor flexibility
Job creation opportunities and long term revenues for beneficiaries
Lack of policy on carbon rights and payment for ecosystem/environmental services
High cost of LP(pressure orother energy sources)
Economically, women are generally dependent on men because the men have the dominant access
to and use of the main factor of production, land.

Sociecultural
Acquisition of large tracts of land for afforestation projeg@easantfarmers at risk)
Food secuty
Admitted and illegal farms/ settlements in forest reserveempatibility with forest conservation
principles
Compensation arrangementmcreasing sade trees in existing cocoa farms
Lack of oyalty payments; from Game/ widlife reserves/ parks and GSBAs to traditional authorities
and landowners
Lack of sustainable alternative livelihood schemé&sersons/ farmers/ communities heavily
dependent on forest resources
Women access and right to tenure and ownership of landraatdral resources Challenges due to
cultural, traditional norms and customs
Customary land acquisition and conflicts
Communities rejecting REDD+ due to technicalities/complefitiegrtaintied unmet expectations,
previous projects completion issues
Conmpetition and &emand for offreserve lands (peasant farmers at risk)
W2YSyQa YdzZf GALXES NRfS&a Ay GKS K2daAaSK2ftRX Ay LJ
engage effectively in other social and economic ventures/activities
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Institutional
Weaklaw enforcementinability of FC/FSD/government to halt illegal famgin FRs
Conflicting policiesforestry, cocoa and mineral/mining sectors
Tree tenure rightsreform law to enable tenant farmers benefit from naturally occurring trees on
their farmsduring period of occupation
Lack of policy on carbon rights and payment for ecosystem/environmental services
Security of Land tenure and ownership
Inadequate bye laws at district/ community lev@8ush fires, group hunting and cutting of wild
economic tees such as shea trees
Institutional capacity for monitoring, data storage/management (FC)
Off reserves managemepghallengesCommunity/ traditional authority role not clearly defined.
Lack of land use pldor Ghana
Change in government leading ¢hange in policy direction
Frequent adjournment of forest cases in court and low penalties for offenders
Ineffective collaboration among key government institutiamg. FC/COCOBOD/MOFA /MC
IMMDAS/GNFS etc
Lack of Health and safety regulations in forestfhtion operation
Lack of transparency at the institutional level during project implementation
Misuse of power/conflict of interest by some traditional leaders and government officials in order to
benefit from encroachment into FRs

Recommendations

The implementation of the proposed strategy interventions (options) for the REDD+ Mechanism in
Ghana will offer a number of opportunities tocal communities, landowners, and farmers which will
improve their livelihoods. However, this must be done withager consideration for sustaindlty. The
following recommendations are made:

General Recommendations
Natural Resources

Protection of water resources and adopting riparian buffer zones as REDD+ designated areas

In all the three regional workshopseekelopment of buffer zones around key rivers/water bodies into
forestwas one of the top five priorities. It is recommended that buffer zones around selected key rivers
be part of REDD+ designated areas while implementing the riparian buffer zone ploilgcwilTinvolve
enactment of bylaws, demarcation of boundaries, acquisition of buffer areas where necessary, provision
of alternative livelihoods or relocating farmers beyond the buffer zones by supporting them through
irrigation options and enforcementfduffer zones along selected water bodies. Stakeholders should
agree on the key rivers to be selected. This will require collaboration among key institutions such as
WRC, FC, EPA, MMDAs and TAs. Lessons should be learnt from the Sustainable Watersand Land
Management Project coordinated by the EPA and implemented at the northern savanagecatural

zone of the three northern regions (Northern, Upper East and Upper West Regions) of Ghana to improve
this proposed intervention.
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Promote Dedicatedrorests/Community Forests and CREMASs under REDD+

5SRAOIFIGSR F2NBada INBE RSaAaySR G2 SylrotS O02YYdzyy
approved management plans. These are in the form of patches of forests, sacred groves and secondary
forestsin off-reserve areas. A dedicated forest management scheme was initiated in 1994, under a pilot
scheme, two communities were assisted to declane managdedicated Forests (215 ha & 190 ha), in

Fosu district. The results proveery positive, and draftlegislation and a programme to promote
dedicated forests were formulated in 1997, but no further action was taken.

It is recommended that dedicated forests or community forest concept be revisited and the suspended
draft legislation modified to includedmefits under REDD+ and pursued into law. The legal backing will
ensure that chiefs or TAs cannot in themselves change the land use of such dedicated forests.

The concept of CREMAS appears to be gaining grounds in the communities around protected forests
Currently, there are about 27 CREMAs coumtige. It is recommended to promote the concept and
formation of CREMAs under REDD+ to cover GSBAs.

Protected Reserves and Globally Significant Biodiversity Areas (GSBAS)

It is recommended that all protecteserves (with their CREMASs) and GSBAs be considered as REDD+
designated areas. This will enable the landowners, stool and local communities to benefit from carbon
credits under REDD+ as a form of payment for environmental services. Currently, the TiAsdstoo
communities do not enjoy any form of royalty payment from GSBAs because there is no timber
exploitation allowed in these areas. This issue is of major concern to TAs whose jurisdiction cover GSBAs
because their counterparts in charge of productiBiRs enjoy royalty payments. Unlike protected
reserves which are expected to be acquired by the State with appropriate compensation payment to
land owners, it is not the case with production FRs and GSBAs.

Preparation of Pest & Pesticide Management PRIPM P)

Climate change, trade liberalization, and agricultural intensificatmtivities under REDD{e.qg.
irrigation farming,increased fertilizerand pesticidesuse, introduction of new crops and varieties,
changes in land use and landscape atoyld trigger the occurrence of new pest problems.

It is recommended that when REDD+ sgmponent activities are finalized, a Pest & Pesticide
Management Plan be prepared for REDD+. The plan should include arrangemdragudent pest risk
surveillane andmodalities forcontinuous updating of the existing pest ligthe EPA and the PPRSD are
currently the lead institutions in managing invasive alien species and should be key actors in the
preparation of the PPMP for REDD+.

Sociecultural

Partnershps with Traditional Authorities

The traditional authorities have a huge influence on forest reserve lands under their domain, land
allocation for agricultural/ farming purposes, lande and development in the country and are
therefore very critical in thémplementation of the REDD+ Mechanism. Conscious effort must be made
to develop partnerships with them.
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The 1974 Report of the Committee of Enquiry into the Grievances of Farmers being ejected from certain
Forest Reserves (Manzan, Sukusuku, Bia Tawya, Bodi andER@m) in the Western Region
(constituted in April 1974) concluded that some traditional auiti@s were involved in granting lands in
forest reserves to farmers, most of whom were strangers/settler farmers; and also where there are
disputes between traditional authorities/paramount chiefs, some chiefs illegally grant lands in such
disputed areaso farmers presumably to establish their authority over these disputed lands.

Some traditional authorities/some members of the National House of Chiefs were involved during the
preparation of the REDD+ Readiness Preparatory Promoshlksome traditiondeaders alsodok part in
meetings and workshops organized as part of th8ASprocessand made useful contributions The
meetingsand interactionwith the Traditional Authorities should besgularized and strengthened to
ensure their total support forhte REDD+ Mechanism.

A REDD+ caucus of chiefs for the cocoa landscape should be put in place for regular engagement, to
solicit support for and promote the agricultural tenancy agreement under the LAP for the cocoa
landscape, information dissemination ®EDD+ and for advice. Alternatively, the FC could have regular
engagement with the various Regional Houses of Chiefs especially within the cocoa landscape (e.g.
Western, Eastern Ashanti, Brong Ahafo, Central and Volta Regions) on REDD+, solicit suppert for
agricultural tenancy agreement under LAP. The FC can support the formation of subcommittee on REDD
at the Regional House of Chiefs level and also take advantage of their meetings to make presentations
on REDD, disseminate information and solicit thgut/support and advice among others.

Gender and Socially Exclusive/Vulnerable

Gender affirmative actiofor REDD+ implementation structures

Gender issues were raised, discussed and captured as part of the SESA in both the Scoping and SES/
Reporting A gender road map for REDD+ was developed in NovembertB01LICN and FO'o address

the possibility of gener discrimination against women and vulnerable grquhse application ofiender
affirmative actionshould be mandatory in REDD+ programnaesl dructures The benefit sharing
structures, dispute resolution structuresnplementation, M&E structures and MRV system should all

have a gender officer or @ NRAY | 12 NJ A 0K I 3Sy R SRuthéBotePehdet & LI
orientation and training should be given to FC frontline staff, district/regional FC officials, REDD+
Secretariat staff, and such gender orientation should aewolve to theTAs andcommunity levelas

part of all REDD+ community engagement programioesliminate gender/social conflicts that could

arise during REDD+ implementation.

Special assistanfsipport to vulnerable groupstomen

Vulnerable groups (e.g. landless farmers, settler farmers without proper land documents, women
(especially widows), physically challengdmers etc should be identified and assisted. Vulnerable
groups should be assisted with land documentation requirements and obtain legal title to. lands
Competition and high demand for land in all the communities, promote encroachment on forest
reservedfor forest resources and productstost rural women do not often have the financial means to
expand or lease land for farmirand will require some financial support to be able to access land for
REDD+ projects Ceownership of land among spouses oftening conflict resulting in divorce and
rancor. An MOU should be developed to coveroamership of land for REDD+ projects clearly
indicating benefit sharing arrangements.
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Protection of Culturally Sensitive Sites

Theimplementation of the REDD+ intervemtis should identify and protect culturally sensitive areas as

prescribed in the Environmental Assessment Regulation 1999, LI 1652. Key culturally sensitive sites

include cemeteries, shrines and sacred groves. Some of the measures that can be introdyced ma

include

1 No relocation of key culturally sensitive sites in-reserves or offeserves under REDD+
interventions;

9 Provision of access to communities/TAs to culturally sensitive sites-iasamnve as well as at off
reserve areas designated as REDD+;

1 Support for and enhancement afentified/designated cultural heritagsites;and

1 Monitoring to prevent encroachment and abuse of such areas

Food Security Implications under REDD+

Food security issues under REDD+ was one of the top five prioritized issues from the three regional
workshops. The field consultations also revealed that the modified taungya system of rehabilitating
forest reserves not only improved food production in tbeuntry during the period but also enhanced
income of beneficiary farmers. It is recommended that the modified taungya system be used or adopted
where appropriate for rehabilitation of forest reserves. Lessons should also be learnt from previous
modified taungya system especially with regard to RMSC capacity, data storage and monitoring to
improve the system.

It is also recommended that eféserve tree plantation projects should have a specified percentage of
land (i.e. out of the total area earmarkedrfthe plantation project) to be dedicated to or put under
food/crop cultivation. The percentage of land to be allocated for crop cultivation should be agreed upon
by relevant stakeholders including MoFA, FC, NGOs. Theosutmonent activity of improving
productivity of farmlands(under Mitigate effects of agricultural expansion (particularly cocoa in the
HFZ))e properly executed with the involvement of MoFA at the district and regional level to ensure
success, which will go a long way to improve andemee food production.

Economic

Sustainable Alternative Livelihoods for Communities heavily dependent on forest resources
Some alternative livelihood schemes were suggested during the field consultations and these include:
Animal rearing: sheep, goaisic

Nonfarm business: soap making, tie/dye, sewing/dressmaking etc

Tree crop/fruit production Mango, water melon (transition/savanna zones)
Vegetable prodation ¢ with irrigation support

Vetifa grasgor baskets leather works smock

Irrigation farming food crops

Aquaculture

Bee-keeping

Tree gedlingscultivation for commercial purposes

= =4 =4 =4 4 -8 -8 -4

There are some alternative livelihood projects ongoing in the forest fringe communities in the Western
Region but consultations with local communities revealed that spobjects were not properly
monitored and the income derived from these projects were not sustainable. It is recommended that
alternative livelihood projects to be implemented under REDD+ should include adequate monitoring
mechanism to ensure that the olgeves are achieved. Identification and inclusion of
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markets/consumption outlets for such projects should form part of the project concept. The alternative
livelihood projects should especially target the lean/ dry seasons when farming activities areahunim
absent and should also be gender responsive.

It is recommended that tree crop /tree fruit production, woodlot production for commercial purposes as
well as irrigation farming be seriously considered for transition/savanna zones as sustainable alternative
livelihood scheme options.

For the HFZ farme, no specific sustainable alternative livelihood schemes are recommended across
board. However, as indicated earlier, markets, monitoring and ensuring returns to such small scale
enterprises should be part of the planning arrangement of the scheme torersistainability of such
schemes or projects or schemes.

With regard to the provision of alternative livelihood schemes for illegal chain saw operators, the

following are recommended:

1 Support artisanal lumbéilegal chain sawoperators with micrecredt for livelihood activities for
income generation.

1 Support artisaal lumber /illegal chain saw operators to go into tree plantation projects

Reform law to implement artisanal millirap national level

1 Train artisanal/illegal loggers into production addtribution of improved coolstoves/fuels for
carbon credits

=

Institutional

SEA Capacity building/Training for FC REDD+ Secretariat & FC frontline staff

The SEA/SESA reports are living documents which should be used to guide further refinement and
implementation of proposed REDD+ strategy interventions where necessary. As the whole concept of
REDD+ is still evolving, new strategy options or revision of proposed strategy options are likely to
emerge.

It is recommended that capacity building/trainingrf@éey FC REDD+ Secretariat staff as well as FC
frontline staff at the head office and regions in SEA principles be organised. This will also position the FC
to be able to carry out basic SEA and sustainability appraisals for its policies/plans/prograrntinnes w

the various divisions of the FC with the aim of mainstreaming environmental and social considerations at
the policy or strategic level of decision making for the forestry sector of Ghana. In this way, the FC
interventions will become more sustainablenvironmentally friendly and socially acceptable. The
Ghana EPA offers such SEA training programmes and has considerable experience and capacity to carry
out such training if requested.

Conduct of EIA/SIA for REDD+ Sabjects

This SEA was done at a strategic level and therefore n@ant toidentify and addres$ocationand site
specific environmentéocial impacts. During the implementation of variouspecificinterventions,
specific individual project level assessments must beedmmnaddresssite specificproject impactsin
accordance with LI 1652Initial screening of subprojects using EPA Form EA 1 can be carried out to
inform the Agency on what level of reporting or permitting is required. Possible interventions such as
acquigtion of large tracts of land for tree plantations in -wéfserve areas may have the potential to
generate site specific significant environmental/social impacts and must therefore be subjected to
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detailed EIA or SIA in order to make them environmentallynd, socially acceptable and economically
feasible. The EPA requires that undertakings in excess of 40 ha be registered with the Agency and permit
obtained prior to implementation.

Use of spatial analysis and GIS Maps at the district/regional levels

Thefindings from the spatial analysis and forest cover trends (for 1990, 2000 and #&0) more

light on the role of remote sensing and GIS in forest management. It could be observed that both
vegetation cover (forests) have undergosmmedegree of degrdation over the twenty year period

It is recommended that the FC/RMSC procure images of the same time overpass (date) in each of the
years so as to get as much as possible the same energy reflectance captured by the sensors. It is also
recommended thatn-depth ground truthing be carried out to validate the findings becauwseoding

sections of the imagewithout in-depthfield validation could also affect the classification

The Forestry Commission shoultke measures talevelop a project which will establish the forest
cover trends showing fringe communities for all the forest reserves and protected areas in the country
and make such maps availaltethe district/regional FC officials facilitate field monitoring.

Legal/Policy Reforms

Reforms and Amendmenter REDD+

In addition to the ongoing reforms and discussions on tree tenure, carbon rights allocation, the following
should also be pursued for REDD+:

1 Review of the 1999 Land Policy: Section 4.4 (d) of the lahcypghould be reviewed to include
use of offreserve areas also for community forestry/resource management areas.

1 The FC should collaborate with the MC during designation of REDD+ areagdsenfés.
Currently, there are a number of mineral right hetd carrying out various
exploration/prospecting activities and their concession areas should be taken into consideration
in the selection of offeserve REDD+ areas.

9 The FC should push for a policy or law, which will give some level of protection forr REDD
designated areas in ofeserves with regard to land subject to the allocation of Mineral rights
(Section 3 of the Mineral and Mining Act 2006, Act 703 and surface right issues (Section 72 (1) of
the Minerals and Mining Act 2006, Act 703). This shoulddtwee in consultation with the
Minerals Commission.

1 Amendment to the Alternative Dispute Resolution Act 2010, Act 798 to include in its scope of
application some environmental/forestry matters (and specify which environmental matters to
be included in thescope in agreement with key stakeholders such as EPA, FC, WRC, LC, MC, FC)
or specifically include in the scope of application forestry matters as applied to REDD+.

Admitted Farms/ Settlements in Forest Reserves

Admitted farms/settlements were allowed uding the creation of forest reserves. These
farms/settlements have gone beyond their demarcation/ recognized boundaries over the years and so
extending their activities further into the reserves, causing further deforestation/forest degradation.
These fams/ settlements have also become pretext for unrestricted access into such reserves by all
kinds of people with diabolical intentions (e.g. to carry out illegal activitiescroachment, farming,
chain saw activities).
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In the immediate term, boundary aearcation for such farms, which have started in some forest
reserves should continue and extended to all admitted farms/settlements talefmeate the
boundaries for admitted farms/settlements. The FC should clearly indicate in writing to the admitted
farmers/settlers their roles/responsibilities and underlying reasons of their continual existence in the
forest.

In the long term however, this policy of admitted farms/settlements is not in tandem with the principles
of forest conservation or protection and should be reviewed if not abolished. During the field
engagement, the WD of the FC in Takoradi indicated thatDivision has successfully relocated all
settlements/farms in its protected areas and we recommend the same to be carried out for affected
production forest reserves.

Litigation and Penal System
1. The FC should collaborate with the Judiciary/ Chieficlu®n how to form special tribunals in
selected regions (e.g. Western, Brong Ahafo and NonthiRegions) to speedily dispose of litigation
in forest offencesforest reserves
2. The FC in collaboration with the EPA and WRC shogdthize a training workep
a. to discuss and share information on better ways of creating synergies among the Judiciary,
Police, Forestry Commission and other stakeholders so that cases involving forestry
offences/ forest reservesr general environmental matterare correctly prepared within
shorter timeframes and successfully brought before the court and adequately and fairly
prosecutedand adjudicatediccording to lawvith deterrent fines and penalties
b. To discuss forestry and environmental laws and also tha@ogical justification for the
conservation of forests/biodiversity to ensure protection of water bodi@snate change
issueslivelihoods security folocal communitiedighly dependent on theofest resources
3. The FC should enhance the capacity sfpitosecutors to be able to prosecute effectively and also
seek injunctions on illegal farming activities in the reserves. Hitherto, when FC field officers attempt
to destroy illegal farms in FRs, farmers go to court seeking injunctions to restrain d-Gfffars
from destroying such illegal farms. Meanwhile the illegal farming activities continue and many
times farmers do harvest even before court cases are finally determined. There is no restrain or
injunction on the farming activity. Injunctions sfolR NB a G NI Ay 0620 K LI NI ASaQ
4. The Forest Protection (Amendment) Act 2002, Act 624 has beexistence for the past twelve
years TheAct should bereviewed to consider harsher and deterrent fines and penaltiisis
recommendedhat the fines be reviewed every two or three years (e.g. in like manner as the Fees
and Charges Instrument are regularly reviewed or amended for the public sector).

Declassification afome forestreserves

It is recommended thaturther studies beconducted on all Forest Reserves to determine those forest
reserves which are almost depleted and beyond recovery due to conversion into other land use. These
FRsshould be declassified as suctdentified patches of forests or sacred groves or seconfdaegts in

such affected reserves should be given to the community or stool to manage under dedicated forest or
community forest management arrangement.

The Juabeso Forest district the Western Regiomas 7 forest reserves, all of which are suffering
degrees ofencroachments. ¢ur of the reservesare almostconverted to cocoa farms angkttlements
while the remaining are under stress. The under listed resanasbe very difficult, if not impossible to
restore and therefore recommended that these reses be declassified:
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1 Sukusuku FR
 Manzan FR

1 BiaTawyaFR
1 Bodi FR
Political Will

A nonpartisan approach should be adopted to secure political will in curbing illegal activities inthe on
and off reserves. The FC should liaise with a reputable international NGO (e.g. IUCN) to orbanize a
partisanconference on the state of the Ghaaa forests/environment and the climate change threats

for the major political parties in the country, key TAs and other relevant NGOs. The purpose of the
conference is to arrive at a consensus going forward.

Cross Sectoral/Institutional Collaboratiomdm national to district levels

The implementation of the REDD+ interventions cuts across sectors (e.g. forestry, agriculture, cocoa,
energy, water resources, mining, fire among others) and would involve a number of institutions. This
could generate coriftts and duplication of roles and responsibilities. Effective structures, arrangements
and communication should be established to promote cross sectoral collaboration and dialogue among
relevant sector agencies from the national level to the district llevieere actual implementation of
projects will occur to ensure that all challenges/ bottlenecks with implementation and monitoring of any
intervention are timely resolved.

The REDD+ should support and take advantage of the various opportunities or #ieifgentions

ongoing under relevant public sector agencies (e.g. COCOBOD, MoFA, EPA, MMDAs) and involve or use
such agencies to deliver or implement such REDD+ projects instead of creating parallel structures at the
FC to implement such projects. ProgdOU/contract and budget should be put in place to guide the
collaboration with relevant institutions.

Specific Recommendations on Strategy Options/Interventions

Enhancement and Mitigation Measures/Guidelines for the various strategy options

With regard to specific recommendations for the sustainable implementation of strategy options, the
opportunities and risks table developed for the various strategy options during the assessment stage
should be the first reference point for the appropriate emeament and mitigation measures for the
strategy intervention to be implemented.

Promote reliable, affordable and sustainable sources of energy and alternative cooking technologies
Under Strategic Option H (Improve sustainability of fuel wood ubke)FCshould collaborate with the
Energy Commission under the REDD+ mechanismprdmote affordable, reliable and sustainable
sources of energy and alternative cooking technologieg. clean cookstove technology, use of LPG gas
for cooking, etc especially in the local communities in the transition and savannah ecological zones. This
will reducethe use of charcoal and fuel wood as energy sources. It will reduce the time anddadffort
women directed to cooking or at the kitchewith positive health impacts and saving their time for
other productive purposegeared towards additional income generation, which will go a long way to
improve family wellbeing and income.

The Governmem of Ghana /Ministry of Energy should ensure that the prigifidg. PG gafor domestic
usage (e.g. when the Ghana Gas Project is in full operation) should not be dependent on economic
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factors alone (e.g. cost of production, demand/supply or market forceg but environmental
consideration should be factored). Most of the charcoal produced in the transition zone is transported

to the south for use. Though the SESA did not conduct specific study into charcoal and LPG gas usage at
household levels, it has beme a common practice for people to buy charcoal in addition to gas,
because of the issue of reliability and price of gas.

Prioritized economic and soc@ultural issues and recommendations

Economic
Tamale Kumasi Takoradi Recommendation
Issuegranked Issues ranked Issues ranked
1. Equity in 1 Lack of economic | 1. Farmers not From the 3 regional workshops held in Tama
benefit sharing /livelihood activity | interested in long Kumasi and Takoradi, it is clears that the thrg
during the dry gestation tree ecological zones have entirely different
season in the species/ native tree | priorities to issues under economic pillar of
savanna species sustainability. It therefore calls for zonal
2. Insufficient 2 Insufficient 2. Risk of some considerations in designing=RD+ approaches
Finance for forest | financial resources | communities and interventions. A wholesale plan is likely §
management for effective forest | rejecting REDD+ du| P€ attractive in some respect to some but no
management to uncertainties/ all the zones.
complexiies etc Equity in benefit sharing is seen as crucial ag
3. Lack of 3 Equity in benefit | 3. The economic | Was highly rated in all the zones. More
economic sharing in carbon | viability and consultations have to be carried out ifi the
activities during | trading benefits from zones before arriving at acceptable and
dry season put carbon trading working m_echamsm. There. is algo the need |
pressure on forest versus tree trading make available, adequate flnanglal resources
eSOUrces for forest management. Alternative means of
- , — . addressing economic and livelihood activitieg
4. Risk of some | 4 The economic | 4.Equity in benefit | i, the transition and savaninezones is
COMMURILES viability and bem_aﬂt sharing in carbon | appropriate to discourage unwarranted use d
rejecting REDD+ | from carbon ”a‘?"”g trading forest resources Risk of some communities
due to - versus tree trading rejecting the programme is imminent. It is
uncertainties/ therefore important to identify such less
complexities etc attractive/failed programmes/projects and
5. Farmers not 5 Risk of some 5.Insufficient design the required messagingrfacceptance
interested in Long| communities financial resources | and smooth takeoff of FIP/REDD+ related
gestation tree rejecting REDD+ du| for effective forest | activities
species to uncertainty with | anagement
economic benefits

Socio cultural
Tamale Kumasi Takoradi Recommendation
Issues ranked Issues ranked Issues ranked
1. Acquisition of 1.Acquisition of | 1. Sustainable Sociecultural fadors and their levels o
large tracts of land | large tracts of alternative considerations play vital roles i
for afforestation land for livelihood programme/project success or failure. It
projects afforestation schemes for indispensable therefore in land use ai
projects persons/farmers | management. The survey and considerations fr
heavily the 3 regional workshops showed that acquisiti
dependent on of large tractsof land for afforestation projects
forest resources | will deprive those who depen

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@etaber2014 Pagexxi



SAL Consult Ltd

Forestry Commission

2. Sustainable
alternative
livelihoods schemes
for persons/farmers
heavily dependent
on forest resources

2. Food security
issues

2. Admitted and
illegal farms/
settlements in
Forest Reserves
not compatible
with forest
conservation
principles.

3. Food security
implications from
REDD+

3. Sustainable
alternative
livelihood issues

3. Women accesg
and right to
tenure and
ownershipof land
and natural
resources face
major challenge
due to cultural
and traditional
norms and
customs

4. Admitted and

4. Admitted and

4. Acquisition of

illegal llegal farmsin | large tracts of
farms/settlements | forest reserves | land for
in Forest Resources| ot compatible | afforestation

not compatible with | it forest projects

forest conservation | .o coration

principles principles

5. Women access | 5. Compensation 5. Lack of royalty
and right to tenure | arrangements; | paymern from

and ownership of
land and natural
resources face
major challenges
due to cultural and
traditional norms
and customs

increasing shade
trees in existing
cocoa farms

game/wildlife
reserves/parks to
TAs/landowners

extensively/exclusively on land of their livelihog
Those whose access to land is purely rooted
culture and inheritance are most likely to be hit
this. To restore the livelihood antfted PAPs
long term measures need to be put in place
provide alternative economic activities throug
skill training and make access to traditiona
known occupational resources.

Cultural restrictions and traditional norms thg
that do not ensure egity in land distribution and
ownership with respect to gender need to k
addressed in collaboration with respecti
traditional authorities especially in the savann
zone.

In addressing admitted and illeg
farms/settlements in Forest Resources, vari
approaches have to be adopted. In most part
the savannah zone, crops cultivated are of ann
duration and be approached with modifig
taungya system to add value to their stake
future forest resources. Application of the leg
framework and regulabns however need to be
the alternative approach to HFZ where perenn
crops are mostly cultivated.

Strategy options and summary recommendations

STRATEGY OPTION

Strategy Option

Summary Recommendation

Improve the quality of

multi-stakeholder

dialogue and decision

making

There is the need tamprove upon multistakeholder consultation by holding regula
meeting. This has to be done with proper information dissemination to approprial
target groups. Also, effective information sharing using traditional modern
communication systems must be adepit

Clarify Rights Regime

Equality and equity have to be cardinal in issues relating to REDD+ and related
projects. The means to arrive at future benefits of activities undertaken by
participating groups/individuals have to be clarified at project onsét wssurance
of sustained future or end use benefits of trees to beneficiaries and their generat
when need be.

Improve forest law

enforcement, governance

Grey area in sector and related laws and regulations must be synergized and rel
institutions strengthened. This has to go with adequate and timely release of
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and trade

required resources. The necessary linkages have to be built with all forest secto
programmesand projects with resourcing and enhancement of CREMA concepts
This requires adoption of good practice centres (GPCs) and their activities with
Collaborative Forest Committee (CFC)

Address unsustainable
timber harvesting by
supporting sustainable
supgy of timber to meet
export and
domestic/regional timber
demand

(Address problems of
local market demand and

supply)

It requires strict adherence to forest management plans and operational manualg
designed for that purpose. The success of REDD+ to ad=igyd will reel on lessons
learnt from earlier and ofgoing programmes that encompasses the
activities/experiences of beneficiary farmers and CSO/NGOs in related fields. Of
activities including the VPA processes have to be integrated to avoid runaiatieb
interventions.

REDD+ implementation must be built on known local practices with close obsery
on successful sustainable approaches including tree plantations, rehabilitation of
forest reserves with benefits sharimginded approach. Uses t#sser known timber
species and their alternatives must be promoted as well as usage-ofitsfand bye
products in transformed state. In all the three regional workshops, stakeholders
agree on the need toddress waste in timber resource usage.

Trainingin alternative livelihood skills must be undertaken to make diversified use
waste from the timber industry and its processing. Strict supervision by all sector
related agencies have to be an integral part.

Mitigate effects of
agricultural expansion
(particularly cocoa in the
HFZ)

Review policy on admitted farms/settlements to allow for gradual and planned
relocation of farms/ settlements out of FRs over an agreed period with stakehold
by strengthening law enforcement and equipping the agencies. Eidncan and
adoption of integrated agronomic practices that will maximize proceeds from tillir
and adherence to land use plans when developed will be needed. Local governn
authorities should ensure coordination in alternative livelihood programmesimvith
their jurisdiction.

Strengthen local
decentralised
management of natural
resources

It requires strengthening links in an-alkclusive manner to reduce institutional
overlaps and sharp dichotomy of related functions. Awareness on conservation
principles of natural resources and clear guidelines on NTFPs use with guideling
promoted. Also, opportunity for training in forest and resource management sho
emphasize on inclusion of both males and females

Improve sustainability of
fuel wood ue

Increase awareness on existence of alternative fuels and improve collaboration
through formation of intersectoral body to implement law/exercise mandate in an
equitable manner will promote production and use of alternative fuels for carbon
benefits. Edaation on harmful effects of unsustainable fuel wood use should be
incorporated in sectoral approaches to sustainabilityall the three regional
workshops, stakeholders considered the promotion of group/individual and
community woodlots especially in étsavanna zones as a priority under REDD+ af
this should be seriously considered.

Improve quality of fire
affected forests and
rangelands

Need for suitable programmes for the REDD+ through community education and
improvement and stakeholder collaboratifialogue for effective implementation o
laws including communities enacting blgvs to control and punish offenders.
Sustainable community based fire volunteers in all identified critical areas with d
recognition and required resources/equipment f@gular surveillance be
encouraged.

Improve regulation of
mining activities to
reduce forest degradatior

Strengthen monitoring and supervision by relevant institutions for effective
implementation of activities under EIA to regularize and sustain eftdrtetional
task force on illegal mining through awareness creation on new regulations at th¢
community level especially on small scale mining activities. This will have to moy
with clarified institutional mandates on safeguarding mineral resources astined
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efforts of national task force to curb illegal mining with high level rsitikeholder
dialogue. Necessary regulations to protect REDD+ designated areas against Se
(land available for mineral right) and Section 72 (surface rights) of theayland
Mineral Act 703 are needed.

Monitoring and Evaluation Proposal

The FPoposal isaimed to ensure that the identifiedotential environmental impactsrisksare efficiently
monitored. The REDD+ Secretariat in the Climate Change Unit of the Forestry Comnhiasion
developed a REDD+ M&E Framewanki it is recommendethat the monitoring and evaluation system
for environmental and social safeguards be linked or incorporated into the b\REDD-Monitoring
and Evaluation (M&E) systetm avoid duplication of structures.

Thekey principles guiding thilonitoring and EvaluationrBposal are that
1 MA&E for safeguards should be transparent and participatory
1 It should be hosted on FC website
1 Consultative process should be established and local communities/CSOs should be able to
provide feedback into the system
9 Issues of training and capacity needs for monitoring stakeholders should be identified and
addressed to ensure an effective M&E system

Conclusion

REDD-+n general appears to be gositive concept, bubn its own cannot bring about the changes in
forest governance, political will and social behavior required to ensure that proposed strategy options
are implemented in an effectiveefficient and equitable manner in order to minimize adverse
environmental and social risks/impacts and guarantee the success of REDD+.

The success dREDD+ wilinuch depended upon an effective stakeholder collaboration and dialogue,
partnership with tradtional authorities,broader legislative and policy refosnincreased public and
community awareness creation and participatioattitudinal changes strengthened institutional
capacity and more importantly an equitable benefit sharing.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) is a proposed global
mechanism to mitigate climate change, while mobilizing financial resources for- semdmomic
development in forest countries. The Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FEHRiEted by the World

Bank, brings together 50 donor and forest country participants with the aim of supporting the forest
countries in the preparation and subsequent implementation of their REDD+ Strategies.

Ghana is a key participant country in th€M and the Government is currently implementing its
Readiness Preparation ProposalRR) with regards to the REDD+ Readiness phase, and has requested a
FCPF Readiness Preparation Grant to support the design of its REDD+ Strategy. This Strategy aims to
control deforestation and degradation in order to reduce green house gas emissions into the
atmosphere.

The Forestry Commission under the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resdarthe Government
implementing agencyesponsible for thdorestry and wildlifesectors The Climate Change Unit of the
Forestry Commission is spearheading the REDD+ Mechanism in the country.

{GNI 0STIAO0 9YDBANRYYSYylUl f FYR {2O0Alf laasSaaySyd
Preparation Proposal {RP) to the Forest Cash Partnership Facility (FCPF). The SESA is therefore part

of the phased approach of the FCPF Readiness Mechanism. The SESA is also consistent with the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) approach applied by the Ghana Environmental Protection Agency.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Act 1994 (Act 490) gives mandate to the Agency to ensure
compliance of all investments and undertakings with laid down Environmental Assessment (EA)
procedures in the planning and execution of development projecisuding compliance in respect of
existing ones. Concerning Policies, Plans or Programmes (PPPs), a Strategic Environmental Assessmen
(SEA) which is a systematic comprehensive process of evaluating the environmental effects of PPPs and
its alternatives is recommended for improved decision making.

1.2 Definition of SEA

SEA is a process directed at providing a holistic understanding of the environmental and social
implications of the proposed PPP, and among the many definitions of SEA are those ofaSddler
Verheem (1996) and Therivel et al (1992) which are provided hereunder:

Sadler and Verheem (1996)

"SEA is a systematic process for evaluating the environmental consequences of proposed policy, plan or
programme initiatives in order to ensure they anmdly included and appropriately addressed at the
earliest appropriate stage of decision making on par with economic and social considerations."
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Therivel et al. (1992) define it as:

"SEA is the formakzl, systematic and comprehensive process of evaluating the environmental effects
of a policy, plan or programme and its alternatives, including the preparation of a written report on the
findings of that evaluation, and using the findings in publicly actadale decisiormaking."

SEA is generally considered as a key tool for ensuring sustainable development by considering economic,
sociccultural and environmental issues at the PPP level of decision making. The institutional
frameworks within which thesdéssues are managed are also considered as an essential part of SEA
process.

1.3 Objectivesand Purposeof the SES/Study

The overall objective of the SESA is to ensure that strategic environmental and social assessment

principles are applied to integrate el Yy YSy Gl t |yR a20Alf O2yaiARSN.
NEFRAYSaa LINRPOS&aa Ay | YFYySN O02yaradsSyd oA0GK I
22NIR .lFy1Q48 SYGANRYYSYydGlrt FyR a20AFf al F83dz NR

In accordance with FCPF guidelines, spedasideration will be given tdivelihoods, rights, cultural
heritage, gender, vulnerable groups, governance, capacity building and biodiversity.

Thespecificobjectivesof the strategicenvironmentaland sociahssessment are to:

f Integrate environmental management and soeiconomicconcernsflecisionsh y 12 DKl y I Q&
readiness process;

1 Provide avenues for the involvement of the publaxal communities, proponents, private interest
groups and government agencies in the asseggnand review ofthe proposedstrategy options
among others;

9 SOl fdzr S NBFaz2ylroftsS FtftOSNYFGADBSE 2N 2LIWGA2Yy & Ay
significant effects, taking into account the REDD+ objectives and geographical scope;

1 Analy® the risks and opportunities associated with the proposed REDD+ strategy options; and

1 Provide guidelines/recommendations as an input into the design and implementation of the REDD+
Strategies.

Globally, the use of SEA or SESA to assess the environmapitehtion of a Policy, Plan or Programme
(PPP) has become the norm. The SEA process is intended to improve decision making by providing
stakeholders and the public with:

9 The opportunities and risks associated with a policy, plan and programme; and

1 Themeans to enhance the opportunities and to minimize or avoid the risks.

The SBEA has been carried out to ensure that tteplementation of the REDD+ mechanisontributes

positively to sustainabldorest managemenin line with the objectives oD K I y20X2 &orest and

Wildlife Policy In addition, the SE.  g2dzZ R O2y iNAROodziS (26 NRa DK
environmental sustainabilityclimate changegconomic growth, job creation and poverty alleviation
programmes. With this in mind, thpurpose of the SEA is to ensure operational integration of
environmental quality objectives, economic efficiency principles, and smuihjenderequity goals into

the REDD+ strategy options
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2.0 REDD+ MECHANISM ANNDICATIVE STRATEEYTIONS

2.1 Brief History The Rod to REDD+

(This section was adapted from NCRC Report, August 20Ixamical Training and Roundtable
Discussion on REDD+ and Implementation Modalities for Traditional Chiefs, Demonstration Project
Proponents and Senior Personnel of Forestry Commission)

{AyOS GKS SINie wmobdppnQa GKS ! yAGSR blFridAz2zya CNI Y!
debated how forest protection and restoration should be included in global efforts to reduce
atmospheric GHG concentrations. The following timeline chroniclgsnkitestones in climate change

policy development and the evolution oReduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
DegradationPlus (REDD+).

9 NI & Tiedfidstnb{d@aon pilot projects were developed using carbon sequestration to achieve
forest conservation. The first was Mbaracayu Forest Reserve Project in Paraguay, followedKpgtpre
WLIAf 20 LK INaeSkemptigEnaté Actioa Project inlBia and the Rio Bravo Climate Action
Project in Belize . These projects all developed their own strategies as no international protocols,
regulations or methodologiegere in place at the time and have successfully conserved critical forest
habitat usingclimaterelated funding.

December 1997Under the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement linked to the UNFCCC, the Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) was agreed as a financial mechanism to facilitate GHG emissions
reductions. Although the principlesf dorest protection were discussed the CDM only adopted
afforestation and reforestation on land cleared since 1989. This was due to concerns over the
robustness of monitoring and reporting techniques and the fear that forest protection would make
emissionsreduction targets too easy. Densely forested countries countered that the CDM rewards
countries with historically poor forest governance.

February 2005The Kyoto Protocol was ratified and the agreement entered into force for a period of five
years, withthe commitment period ending in 2012. Developed countries (described as Annex |
countries) were assigned legally binding targets for emissions reductions and started to address these
partly through the exchange of offsets known as Certified Emission Reati¢CERS). To date, forestry
projects constitute onlyl%of total projects accepted under the CDM.

December 2007Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD), without the plus

at this stage, was approved in principle at the UNEZEE Gonoference of the Parties (COP) in Bali. This

was formalised in the Bali Action Plan under decigié®P13 Para 1 (b) (iict 2 f A O& | LILINR I C
positive incentives on issues relating to reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradati
developing countries; and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and
SYyKIFyOSYSyd 2F F2NBad OFNb2y &aG2014 Ay RSOSE 2LAYy

December 2008At a meeting in Poznan the concept of REDD+ was adopted following pressure from
codzy i NASa ¢K2 gAaKSR WO2yaSNBFGA2ys adzaildlAylofsS
OF Nb2y &G2014Q G2 068 3IAGSYy GKS alvysS tS808t 27F LI
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degradation.

December 20090ne of the positives to comeub of COP 15 was recognition of the importance of
REDD+.The Copenhagen Accongcognisedthe need for immediate establishment of a REDD+
mechanism, however the details of how this would be achieved werefinatised The rights of
Indigenous Peoples antbcal communities were also more formally acknowledged along with
biodiversity conservation principles, and safeguards were outlined to preserve both.

December 201REDD+ is fully accepted in the Cancun Accord but no mechanisms are agreed to finance
its implementation. REDD+ now includsféorestation and reforestation and post 2012 these are likely

to be carried out under this mechanism rather than the CDM, but deséil®w this incorporation will

take place are still to béinalised. Dung this inital REDEReadiness phase both international and
national methodologies and frameworks are being refined using pilot projects as demonstrations,
helping to improve technical and infrastructural capacity by providingherground test cases which

can be reérenced and replicated.

December 2011: REDD+ was further buttressed at the Durban, South Africa COP 17 in 2011 when the
technical text on REDD+ was completed with SBSTA agreement. The Durban Platform further
strengthened the progress towards REDBplementation and the role of future markets.

Future:REDD+ looks set to further evolve to allow emissions reductions through Agriculture, Forestry
and Other Land Uses (AFOLU) which includes agroforestry, peat lands and soils. These discussions
receivedincreased exposure at COP 17 and are expected to grow in the debate at future COPs.

What makes REDD+ different?

REDD+ achieves GHG emissions reductions through one or a mixture of the following forestry strategies:
1 reduced deforestation and forest degration;

i forest conservation;

1 sustainable management of forestmd

1 enhancement of forest carbon stocks (afforestation and reforestation).

Difference between Deforestation and forest degradation

The distinction betweemleforestation and forestdegradationis important as they are handled differently under
the REDD+ mechanismeforestationis the direct humarnduced conversion of forested land to néorested
land less than 10% crown cover, whfterest degradationrefers to negative changes in forest stture and
function that limit its production capacity.

The difference between CDM and REDD+

CDM allows reduced emissions from afforestation and reforestation actions only, whilst REDD+ allows reduced
emissions from deforestation and forest degradationluding conservation, sustainable forestry management and
enhancement of carbon stocks.

CDM delivers Certified Emissions Reductions (CERs) which can be traded on the compliance market. REDD+
delivers Voluntary Emissions Reductions (VERs) which camttyrbe traded on the voluntary market. CERs
generally command higher prices than VERSs.

On the ground reforestation and afforestation actioase much the same for REDD+ and CDM, but accounting,
reporting and verification methods differ under the two regiibns.
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For newly developing afforestation and reforestation initiatives REDD+ is the best mechanism to use, however
CDM may be better foprojects already at the implementation stage as CDM credits currently demand a higher
sale price.

2.2 Background to Ghanpining REDD+

DKIF Yy 22AYSR GKS AYGSNYFrdGAzyl f w955 NBE&RGboy Saa
Partnership Facility (FCPF). Ghana initially completed the Project IdegRRitdjn 2008, and then in

2010 received approval of theP(Readiness Preparatid®roposal). The RP is a living document that
presents a strategy and implementatioimamework for REDD+ in Ghana, which is intended to
incorporate and operataynergistically with other existing and anticipated programs and mechanism

Specifically, the REDD+ strategy focuses on reducing emissions from deforestatidegeahtion, as
well as conservation, enhancement of carbon stocks, and sustaifiafglst management (the plus in
REDD+)Though the process has been slow, Ghanaived a US$ 3.6 million grant in supporitsfRPP
and REDD+ activities from the FCPF. Ghana has recently transitioned frdirstthhase (analysis,
preparation, consultation) to the second phase (piloting andsultation) of Readiness Implementation.

In 2012, Ghana was also admitted into the-BEDD program, though no financsalpport has been
allocated to Ghana to date. Available FCPF funding for REDGhaima, while important, is not
adequate to cover all estimated costs, nor is it allowedstgport national piloting activities. FCPF
money is targeted towards capacity buildiagd supporting key steps in the process. Additional sources
have been sought, and botldapanese and German support has been allocated to assist with
development of nationaleference levels and development of a national MRV system.

DKI Yyl Qa w955b FT2NBald RSTAYyAUA2Y RSTAySa FT2NBai
and covering a minimum area of 1.hBhe Cocoa Forest REDD+ Program is focused on two nmesh for
GellSas aO0t2aSR FT2NBadé IyR a2y FT2NBaléeéd /t2a8s
area and constitutes intact forest. Open forest represents degraded forests, secondary forests, and
shaded cocoa farms, and covers approximatelyndlion ha.

2.3 The problem of deforestation and forest degradation in Ghana

In Ghana, the problem is essentially one of gradual degradation rather than deforestation, and is
incremental rather than dramatic, with no single dominant driver. The underlyingesaas: those
typical of forest degradation in the more heavily populated countries of the tropics, and involve a
complex of demographic, economic and policy influences. The immediate drivers include: policy/ market
failures in the timber sector; burgeonimmppulation in both rural and urban areas, which increase local
demand for agricultural and wood products; high demand for wood and forest products on the
international market; heavy dependence on charcoal and fuelwood for rural and urban energy; limited
tSOKy 2t 238 RS@St2LIVSYyd Ay FINNAYy3 aeadsSvyaz FyR
methods to maintain solil fertility.

The prominence of one forest crop in the national economy (cocoa), and recent varietal changes
(industrial and artisan&mall scale) is a concern in some areas, as is the use of fire in livestock
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management. These drivers, which are fully discussed in the REDD+ Readiness Preparation Proposal are
to be revisited during the preparation of the REDD+ strategy, and are surschagtow:

Policy drivers
1 Imbalances of forest exploitation in favour of large scale timber industry

9 Under priced goods and services
1 Weak regulatory mechanisms and resource rights
1 Weak law enforcement

Demographic drivers

1 Population growth and urbaexpansion

91 Slash and burn agricultural practices

9 Economic drivers

9 High international demand for primary products
1 Low prices for lumber on the domestic market
Natural forces

M1 Wild fires

1 Floods

I Pests and diseases

2.4 Proposed REDD+ Strategy Options for Ghana

Addressing deforestation and forest degradation presents a number of challenges in Ghana, though
success in REDD+ policy making would offer significant benefits for the society not only in the area of
carbon emissions reductions but also in relation to biodiitg conservation, forest industry, agriculture

and livelihoods. Below is a list of proposed strategy options for addressing the preliminary identified
drivers, according to the-RP:

N. Improve the quality of multstakeholder dialogue and decisigmaking

O. Clarify natural resource rights

P. Improve forest law enforcement, governance and trade

Q. Address unsustainable timber harvesting by supporting sustainable supply of timber to meet export
and domestic / regional timber demand

R. Address problem of local marketsply

S. Mitigate effects of agricultural expansion (particularly cocoa in the HFZ)

T. Strengthen local decentralised management of natural resources

U. Improve sustainability of fuel wood use

V. Improve quality of fireaffected forests and rangelands

W. Address locamarket demand

X. Improve returns to smakcale enterprise

Y. Improve regulation of mining activities to reduce forest degradatiRehabilitation of degraded
forest reserves

Z. Implement actions to address acts of God (wind and natural fire events, floods gnestiseases

Table2.1 provides details of the indicative REDD+ strategiesTaatile 22 shows list of REDD+ related
projects and programs in the forestry sector.
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Table2.1:

Indicative REDD+ Strategies

Forestry Commission

THEME: FOREST SECTOR POLICY, LEGISLATION AND GOVERNANCE ACTIVITIES

Challenge / Immediate Driver of
Deforestation

Candidate element within national
REDD strategy

Subcomponent

Activities proposed under PP

A: Improve the quality of muHi
stakeholder dialogue and decisign
making

A: Strengthened National Forest Policy
Forum and improved Forest Information
Dissemination

A. Maintain links to ongoing Forest Rgli
Review

Gaps in Forest Policy, and Polic]
Realisation

B. Clarify rights regime

B. Carbon rights allocated

B. National Expert Consultation on the
Allocation of Carbon Rights, to review
terrestrial carbon rights, benefit sharing
and tree tenure

C. Improved FLEGT

C. Implement VPA and related actions

C. Maintain links to VPA process, and
integrate actions as appropriate

D: Address unsustainable timber
harvesting by supporting sustainable
supply of timber to meet export and
domestic / regional timber demand

D: Policy measures to ensure a sustainab
timber industry, including omeserve
rehabilitation, plantations development
and offreserve actions (incl. tree tenure
reform and RED{friendly cocoa)

D. National Expert Consultation on
Provisioning of the Tirdy Supply

E. Address problem of local market
supply

E. Better regulation of small scale
lumbering (SSL), sustainable supply of
timber to meet export and domestic /
regional timber demand, implemented

E: Working Group on Local Market
Timber Supply (or amalgamate with
proposed VPA action)

Demographic Pressures

F: Mitigate effects of agricultural
expansion (particularly cocoa in the
HFZ)

F1. Support Ecosystefriendly Cocoa
Production

F2. Improve productivity of farmland
F3. Improve law enforcement on FR
encroachment

F4. Promote ecosystedfiniendly agre
industry development

F. Liaise with MoFA, COCOBOD and
Cocoa Research Institute

F. Working Group on REDDpftisndly
Cocoa Productio (Cocoa Carbon)

F. Working Group on Low Carbon Agro
industrial Development

G. Strengthen local decentralised
management of natural resources

G1: Support training in forest and resourc
management at district level
administrations (already part of NREG)
G2: Support pilot projects in decentralised

environmental management and resource

G. Maintainlinks to existing NREG
aGNF GS3e | yermDKI y I
development plan (under preparation;
successor to GPRSII)
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planning, through national agencies (EPA
MLGRD)

H. Improve sustainability of fuel wood
use

H1: Implement policy measures and fuel
efficiency initiatives projects that will
reduce carbon emissions arising from
charcoal and fuel wood use.

H2: Develop woodbased fuel supply
(woodlots, etc.)

H3: Develop alternatives to primary fuels

H: Working Goup on Charcoal and Fuel
wood

I. Improve quality of fireaffected
forests and rangelands

I. Policy and practical measures to addres
degradation caused by fire in the
agricultural and livestock production cycle
(e.g. rangeland zoning strategies;
alternative grass control methods,
incentives for community fire managemen
payments for ecosysta services)

I1. Maintain links with National Wildfire
Policy and Sustainable Land Managemj
Programme

I2. Challenge Fund for projects on Fire
Control

Economic Forces

J. Address local market demand

J. Timber supply situation rationalized

A-E above

K. Improve returns to smadicale
enterprise

K. Eceriendly approaches to forest land
development
K. Intensification strategy supported

F, G, | above

L. Improve regulation of mining
activities to reduce forest degradation

L: Implementation by mining companies o
EIA requirements for forest rehabilitation
following the closure of mining sites
enforced

L: Measures to reduce forest degradation
as a result of unregulated (sometimes
illegal) small scale mining implemented

Maintain links to NREG

Natural causes [NC]

M. Implement actions to address acts
of God (wind and natural fire events,
floods, pests and diseases

M. Policy implantation takes account of
risks from natural events

M. Review permanence and liability
issues as the-RP develops

(SourceRevisedshanaR-PP, Final December 2010)

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@ataber2014

Pages



SAL Consult Ltd

Forestry Commission

Table2.2: List of REDD+ related projects and programs
Title of Projects / Objective Date of Expected date of Amount (Million Donor Location
Programme Commencement completion US$)
Natural Resources & To address governance issues as| 2008 2012 Annual Pledges pai¢ EU, WB, DFID,| MLNR, FCHQ
Environmental regards to natural resources and by Donors The
Governance environment to ensure sustainabl Netherlands,
Programme (NREG)| economic growth, poverty AFD
alleviation, increasing revenues
and improving environmental
protection
Non Legally Binding| To pilot a project to support Ghan{ 2009 2011 0.5 GlZ, FAO, FCHQ
Instrument on all to move in the implementation of BMz
Types of Forests the NLBI
(NLBI)
Forest Preservation | To support measures towards 2011 2012 7.8 JICA FCHQ
Project (FPP) forest conservation in Ghana by
providing equipment, materials
and services
REDD+ Reducing To assist Ghana to prepare itself | 2010 2013 3.6 World Bank FCHQ
Emission from for REDD+ and become ready for FCPF
Deforestation and the implementation of the REDD+
Forest Degradation | mechanism
(FCPF) Project
Land Administrative | Dealing with land tenure and 2011 2014 70 World Bank MLNR
Project (LAP) legislative reforms in aspects of
land use
Global Environment | Small grants administered througlf 2011 2014 Pledges UNDP Various
Facility (GEF) UNDP on Environment for Communities
improving local resource use
Other REDD+ Aims to establish CDM mechanisi 2009 2013 12 ITTO/UNEP MEST
Related Projects and Piloting REDD+ and
Biodiversity Conservation with
communities
Community Forestry| Poverty Reduction and restoration 2004 2010 10 AfDB MEST

Management Project

of degraded forest reserves

through plantations
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National REDD+ Pilg Facilitate implementation of 2011 TBD No funding to FGCCU
Projects under PP | REDD+ in Ghana using a-sub support pilot
national, bottom up approach so project
as to facilitate learning and development, but
widespread stakeholder capacity building
engagement available.
National REDD+ Pilots
Proponent Project Title Location

K.A. Opoku Farms

REDD+ Piloting Project

Kwamisa Forest Reserve, Offinso, Ashanti

Cocoa Research Institute of Ghana

Managing Cocoa Production Landscapes
Increases in Forest Carbon Stocks and
Biodiversity Conservation

AowinSuaman, Western

Permian Ghana

Ecosystem Restoration; A Proposal for a
REDD+ Project in Ghana

Atewa, Atewa Extension, Dadieso Forest Reserves

Conservation Alliance

Cocoa Agroforestry Project

Kakum National Park area, Central Region

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCI

IUCN Prepoor Agroforestry Project

Asankragwa, Western

Portal Company Limited

Portal Agroforestry Model

Akasaho Amuni, Western

Vicdoris Limited

Beekeeping and Woodlot Development tg
Alleviate the Degradation of the Agro
Ecosystem of the Dawadawa and

Surrounding Areas in Brong Ahafo

Kintampo, Brong Ahafo

Source: Ghana Investment Plan for the FIP, October 2012
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25 h@SNWBASs 2F DKIylQa w955b wSIFERAySaa t NpOSa

REDD+ “Ready”

This is captured in the figure below.

REDD+ Readiness Preparations

3. Becoming

Ready

2. Piloting

&Consultation

1. Analysis, Preparation
and Consultation

Figure2.1: DKIFIylIQ&d w955b wSIFIRAySaa tNROSa dzy RSNJ C/ t C

Qx
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3.0 THE SESA METHODOL®EPY APPROACH

3.1 Introduction

The SBA was carried out within the context of national and/ or institutional sustainability
policiegplans/strategies, andWorld Bank Safeguard policiest also identified the relationship with
other national Policies, Plans, andProgrammesand mechanisms that ensure integrated decision
making.

3.2 The SBEA ProcesB8Content

SESA asRrocess
SEA oSEA is a process: something that occurs over time, ntanapshot" assessment of a strategic
action.

SESA is a participatory process, involving other actors and agencies working in the complex field of
sustainability and sustainable development. The goal or output of the participatory process is to build
mutual understanding and communication bridges amongst stakeholders and increased environmental
awareness.

Content

SEA is a rational and objective study to assess environmegmal socialimplicationsof proposed
interventions. Where possible the SEpropases better alternatives and institutional arrangements for
effective environmental managementhe content is the outcome of the SESA process.

The proces®f the SEA study for the REDD+ Mechanism consistéivef steps based omeview of
Strategic Envimmental AssessmelfSEA) practicen Ghana including
I.  Preparation
II.  Scoping& Situation Assessment/Baseline Study
Ill.  Assessment of Strategy Options
IV.  Monitoring and Evaluation Proposal
V. Reporting, Communication and Learning.

The SESA process is summarirdéigure3.1. During the implementation of Step 2: Scopi#gsituation
Assessment/Baseline Studpd Step 3: Assessmeuatt Indicative Strategy Optionghere were series of
stakeholderconsultations/neetingsand literature reviewsn order toidentify key enironmental and
social priorities andralidate variousenvironmental and social issues and concerns, and also enable the
stakeholders to participate in the assessment process at three regional workshops

3.3 Step 1: Preparation
3.3.1 Background

This step is the atting point of the SESA study. A SB8Bworking groupwas formed at the Forestry
Commission to oversetie SESA process and stu@iize 6 member SESA swbrking groupcomprised
of officials from both government and nagovernmental organization includin

1 3no. Forestry Commission officialdimate Change Unit;
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1 1no. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) official;
I 1no. Minerals Commission official; and
1 1no. Tropenbos International official.

The SESA swhorking group is chaired by the official from the EPA. The Terms of Reference (ToR) for
the SESA study was prepared. The ToR contains the background, purpose/objectives of the SESA project
as provided inAnnex 1 The process of selecting a consulting firm to undertake the SESA was done
through tendering and SAL Consult Limited was selected.

To prepare SESA TOR

Step 1 To establish SESA-sudking group
Preparation To select SESA ansultant
To prepare and validate SESA Work |
‘ To identify stakeholders
To holdhitiaktakeholder constibng@nd meetings

Step 2 To review policy and institutional frameworks

Scopina & Baseline Stud To carry out desk_top review of existing |nformat|o_n on the fore:
% ping ) To carry out spatial anabyfsigrest trends and baseline study
8 To prepare scoping report
o To prepare baselinpag
o
é To hold stakeholder meetiragkshops
Y Step 3 To analyze REDD+ strategy options
o Assessment Toasses®nvironmental and social impastmtegy options
% To identify risks and opportuoftsstegy options
N To prepare recommendatiodsmplementation guidelines
< To refine REDD+ strategy optioaie necessary
0
L
& Step 4 To define indicators for monitoring

Monitoring & Evaluation | To prepare monitormgl evaluatignoposal
Submissi
<umISSIOn Step S i . To prepare SESA report
Reporting, I_.ear.nlng & | 10 prepare other outpsish as ESMF, RPF
“Approvat P Communication
Figure3.1: Process of the SESA Study
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3.3.2 Project kickoff and Inception Stage Reporting

SAL Consult Limited signed the contract with the Forestry Commission®o@c2dber, 2013 to begin

the assignment. There was no formal kick off meeting involving the client but the consultant ensured
that the SESA team members comprising they KConsultant, Mr Seth Larmie and five (5) other
consultants,were available and willing to car out the assignment within the prescribed period of
eighteen (18) months.

A comprehensive list of stakeholders prepared during tHeFRprocess was made available to the SESA
team to review The SES#eam carried out stakeholder gap analysis and upditiee list of stakeholders

and prepared arinception Report with a draft SESA Work Plan which spelt out work activities for the
SESA study and submitted same to the Forestry Commissib4" November, 2013.

3.3.3 Revision andAcceptanceof SESA Work Plan

Theinitial SESA worklan as spelt out ithe SESAnception report wador Forestry Commissioto
organise a nationalvorkshop to validate the SESAoW Pan. This approach was revised after the
presentation and preliminary discussionstio¢ Inceptionreport with the clienton November 27, 2013

It was recognized that numerous consultation meetings have been held during-Efe [Btocess to
engender sufficient awareness among the various stakeholders, and quite importantly, there is need to
avoidwork& 2 LJ WFI G6A3dz2SQ FY2y3a (GKSAS adGlF{SK2f RSNR ®

A more cogent concern was identified to be the need to engage the client and the other REDD+ RPP
consulting teamsespecially Pwc (responsible for Development of REDD+ strategy optiodsjailed
discussions towards ensuring consistency and harmonization of activities, so that the various
consultancy group activities would logically feed into each other to achieve the desired REDD+ project
objectives.

The Work Plan was therefore acg#ed through an intense engagement with selected relevant partner
institutions (those constituting the SESA subrking group), departments of the Commission and also
through the very useful contributions solicited from the other consulting teams.

The SESA ©Gnsultans participated in three (3) formal meetings with the client and other consulting

teams to arrive at a revised SESA work plan which igatibfe objectives of the project and also ensure

its timeliness. These meetings were held as follows:

1 SESA subworking group meeting on 27 November 2013

1 Meeting with other REDD+ consultatitsensure synergies in REDD+ consultancies on 09 December
2013; and

1 FC Project Implementatioro@mittee meeting with REDD+ FCPF consultants on 18 December 2013

SESA sulworking group meeting

The FC invited SAL Consult Ltd to present its Inception report to the SESWihg group for review

and comments. This first meeting was held on 27 November 2013 and was attended by representatives
ofsomepartneringt i dzi A2y a |a ¢Sttt |a NBtSGOFyd RSLINIYSy
as well as the identified stakeholders was thoroughly discussed and agreed.
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The consultant was subsequently requested to consider revising the SESA project duratiorBfrom 1
months to 12 months, to end by December 2014. Tipelated list of stakeholdersncluded in the
Inception reportwas discussed and confirmed, and categorised under (1) Government Ministries, (2)
Implementing Agencies, (3) Private sector, and (4) Civétses Thislist is presented below

Government institutions and Implementing Agencies
Office of the President/ Office of the Vice PresidENRAC
REDD Technical Group/TCC+/National Climate Change Committee
Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning

Ministry of Food and Agriculture

Ministry of Environment, Science & Technology
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development
Ministry of Education

Ministry of Energy

Ministry of Cheftaincy

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Gender and Social Protection

Forestry Commission

Minerals Commission

Lands Commission

Water Resources Commission

Energy Commission

National Development Planning Commission
Environmental Protection Agency

GhanaRevenue Authority

Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice
Savannah Accelerated Development Authority
Ghana National Fire Service

Customs Excise and Preventive Service

Immigration Service

National House of Chiefs

Judiciary

Office of the Admirstrator of Stool Lands

Ghana Investment Promotion Centre

Cocoa Board

Meteorological Services Agency

National Disaster Management Organisation

National Commission on Civic Education

Department of Community Development

e B N T T I R R R B B R B B

Private Sector

1 Association of Ghanadustries

1 Wood industry sector (GTMO, DOLTA, GTA, GATEX, FOWAG, Small scale carpenters)
1 Mining industry Chamber of Mines, Small scale miners
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Fuel wood and charcoal burners associations (producers, transporters, consumers)
NTFP gatherers (hunters, fishefisel wood collectors)

Farmers (large and small scale; food and teest crop)

Servicesinvestors/ buyers, technical experts, consultants

= =4 =4 =

Civil Society

CBOs (g. fire volunteers, economic groups, women groups)
Community Resource Management CommitteeREMASs, CFCs
National and International NGQ@gvorking in the agricultural and forestry sectors
Traditional authoritieschiefs etc

Professional associationGhana Institute of Foresters

Trade Unions Associations, FOSSA, Students Unions
Research and acadec organisationg FORIG, KNUST, UENR
Religious bodies

Association of People Living with Disabilities

Forest Forums (District, Regional, National)

=4 =4 =4 =4 4 -8 -4 -8 -4 -9

Development Partners
9 Bilateral and multilateral donorse.g.World Bank etc

Meeting withother REDD¢onsultants

This meeting was called at the instance ofcRwwd was held on the 9 December 2013 with the following
objectives:

1 Present and share out ToRs and identify synergies and dependencies

9 Discuss how to create synergies in our various methodologies, and

1 Explore how to chronologically link our various deliverables.

A major outcome of this meeting which was attended by three (3) consulting teams namaly, Pw
Indufor Oy and SAL Consult ltgdi was an appreciation of the scope of work of the various consulting
teams and their work plans, as well as an agreement to share information and work together to achieve
synergy especially in the engagemenstdkeholders through the orgamition of nmeetings and national
workshops.

FCProject Implementation Committee meeting

The FC invited all the REDD+ RPP consulting teams to a meeting with the Project Implementation
Committee on 18 December 2013 to present and discuss their inception reports akglaos towards
achieving synergies in their activities and outputs.

At the end of the meeting, consensus was achieved especially in the scheduling, timing and
implementation of various national meetings and workshops. There was also agreement ompsatifo

be used for further interaction and collaboration among the consulting teams, both formal and informal.
An urgent consideration was therefore ensuring consistency in approach and output with the other
consulting group activities and propedligning our respective timelines.

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@ctaber2014 Pagel6



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

Submission of revised SE®Ark Ran

Based upon the understanding reached from the various meetings held in November and December
2013, SAL Consult submitted a revised SESA Work Plan on January 13, 2014 whichpteashsctie

FC.

Updated SESA Work Plan

The World Bank Technical Mission team was in the countReimuary 2014n a followup mission on
DKIFyYylFQa 9w t NRINFY | yR"Fabdzang $0a4iabtRe FbrestryBninfisyich akly ™
also the completiy 2F (KS {9{!k9{aC o6& YAR hO{i206SN) Hnmn
requirements. In effect, the SESA timeline was reduced from 12 months to 10 months.

The FC invited all the REDDPMR consulting teams to a meeting with the Project Implemeaotati
Committee on 28 February, 2014 to reliscuss their work plans towards meeting the new timelines and
also achieving synergies in their activities and outputs.

The Mission team and key FC officials present at the meeting also proposed that thegsiSkhould
consider the AnkaskrokosuaBia Corridor as a case study.

C2ftft2gAy3a FTNRY (GKS YSSiGAy3a yR RAaOdaAarz2y"™ gAiGK
February, 2014, an updated SESA work plan was submitted to the Commissich Marth 204. The
final updatedWork Plan is provided iAnnex 2.

3.3.4 Mobilisation for Field Work

The consultant was mobilised on February 10, 2@stpart of the contract arrangement, the FC is to
provide transport for the SESA field work.

3.3.5 Participation in the prepaation of the ERPIN

The SESA consultants were invited and participated in two separate-stakéholder workshops in
February 2014 at Aburi and Accra towards the preparation of th€IERTheERPIN workshops were

very helpful. Issues of drivers of dedstation/forestation, agents, underlying causes and barriers; need

for institutional collaboration and coordination especially between FC and COCOBOD, increasing farm
yields and income of farmers among other things were discussed.

3.4 Step 2: Scopingnd Situation Assessment/Baseline Study
3.4.1 Introduction

The scoping contains the clarification of background informagiot base conditionsnitial stakeholder
consultations identification ofkey environmental and social issues for REDD+ mechaffikgbaseline
study dso involved (i)spatial analysis on forest cover trends to identify hot spot of deforestation and
degradation along the Ankag&okosuaBia Corridorand (ii) case study of the Ankalseokosa corridar
The significant objective of thiaitial stakeholder consultations carried oigtto determine stakeholder
opinions,ideas andnterest.
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3.4.2 Activities

The main objective of scopirand situation assessmemntas to identify the key environmental and social
issues for the REDD+ mechanism. This éame through the following main activities as indicated in the
ToR:

91 Desktopstudy/literature review of existing information on the forestry sector as welegisting

national policies, plans and programmes

1 Determination of selected stakeholder opinioaisd concerns; and
Spatial analysis of base maps and forest trends in the Western and Brong Ahafo Regions; and
9 Case Study of the Ankasa Krokosua corridor.

=

Thedesktopliterature review was to build a preliminary picture of principal concerns about dhest

sector and validate comments from individual stakeholdefRelevant publications were identified
through personal knowledge of SESA team members, primary stakeholders including the Forestry
Commission and international NGOs, and a keyword seartheoternet. Initial consultations were

held with some stakeholders in the three major ecological zones of the counigi forest zone,
transition zone and savanna zone to determine their opinion and concerns.

3.4.3 Key Literature Consulted

Technical/Research Documents

A number of literatures on Ghana forestry/timber resource management activities and REDD+ related

reports were consulted to find out what issues of environmental and social concerns related to forestry

governance, afforestatioplantation development challenges, REDD+ concerns were being expounded.

The major ones reviewed included:

1 Ghana Green economy, Scoping Statgft, UNEP

9 Ghana FIP Final, October 2012

1 Ghana Forest Repocgdraft, towards Ecowas Convergence Plan, prepéneérof. K. Tufour, March
2012

1 Road Map, Mainstreaming Gender considerations into REDD+ processes in -GimahaDraft,
IUCN/WEDO/PDA, November 2011

1 Report on REDD+ and CDM Sensitization Workshop for Forestry Commission frontline Staff in the
Greater Acra, Volta, Eastern, Brong Ahafo and the three Northern RegiB@sreport

I Revised Ghana-RP, Final December 2010

9 Technical Training and Roundtable Discussion on REDD+ and Implementation Modalities for
Traditional Chiefs, Demonstration Project Proponents and Senior Personnel of Forestry Commission,
NCRCAugust 2012,John Mason and Rebecca Asare, with input from Marelibora and Winston
Asante

1 Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EUROPEAN COMMUNITY and the REPUBLIC OF

GHANA on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade in Timber Products into the Community

1 Analysis of linkages and opportunities for symesgbetween FLEGT, REDD and national forest
programme in Ghanawageningen, the Netherlands: Tropenbos International Ghana. (Marfo, E., E.
Danso and S.K. Nketiah. 2013).

1 Strengthening offeserve timber resource management in Ghana, Tropenbos internatgisiaana
Workshop Proceedings 7, T8hana 2009.

1 Report of the Committee of Enquiry into the Grievances of Farmers being ejected from certain
Forest Reserves in the WesteRegion, November 1974.
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1 Implications of thelegal andPolicy Framework for Tree androrest Carbon in Ghana REDD
Opportunities Scoping Exercise. By the katoomba group, Forest Trends and Nature Conservation
Research Centre, June 2010.

NationalPolicy and_egal Documents

Relevant national policies/plans and laws were identified and reviewed as p#re SESAnd these
covered:

The 1992 Constitution of Ghana

Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda

Land policies and regulations/bills

Forest policies ancegulations

Mining and mineral policies and regulations

Environmental protection and assessment policies and regulations
Energy policies/plans and regulations

Water policies and regulations

Agricultural policies and programmes

Employment policy and labolaws

Local government and chieftaincy laws

Gendert Y R O K poficRandayi<) a

Fire and occupational safety laws

= =4 =4 =4 4 -8 -8 - -8 a8 o

Outcome of the Literature Consultation

The literature review and desktop study provided good information for the country environmental and
sociceconomic baseline condition and the situation assessment with regard to the national legal
framework.

3.4.4 |Initial Stakeholder Consultations

The SESdonsultantscarried out initial consultations with selected stakeholders in the Western, Central,
Ashanti, Brong Ahafo, Northern and Upper East Regithe.6 regions were selected to cover the major
ecological zones (High forest, Transition and Savannah).

Methodobgy

The SESA consultants visited the stakeholders in the various regions/districts and communities and had
personal interviews with the institutions and community group discussions at the community level. At
the community level, three separate meetings wehneld: (i) meeting for men/boys (ii) meeting for
women/girls (iii) meeting for all (i.e. both men/women). This approach was adopted in order for the
consultant to clearly appreciate gender issues related to REDD at the community level. The communities
were selected based upon interaction with the Regional/District FSD Managers with regard to issues and
drivers of deforestation/forest degradation in the area.

The list of stakeholder institutions and communities that the team was able to contact is pidwédiawv
and details of stakeholders contacted are providedAnnex 3 A detailed report on the initial
stakeholder engagement ovided inAnnex4, as a standalone/separate document.

WESTERN REGION
M Takoradi FSD, Takoradi WD, Takoradi TIDD
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9 Jomorodistrict
o Wildlife Ankasa Camplubo, Amokwa CREMA, Nsuano community
9 Aowin/Enchi District
o District FSD, OASL, DROwin District Assembly, MoFgDistrict Directorate, District Cocoa Officer
CSSVD/Extension

1 Sefwi Wiawso Municipal
0o MPOSWMA, OASL, CHRBACOBD, FSD, Akurafo community, Kunuma community

CENTRAL REGION
1 Assin Fosu District, FSD, MoFA, OASIS Foundation, Artisanal Sawn Mill Association
1 Cape Coast District FSD, Regional FSD

ASHANTI REGION
1 Kumasi
o FSD, RMSC, TIDD, FORIG, Tropenbos Internat@Ad&l., Lands Commission, Institute of
Renewable Natural Resources, KNUST
BRONG AHAFO REGION
1 Goaso District District FSD, Boadikrom settlement, Akwaboa No Il Settlement
1 Kintampo District FSD, Nante community, Krabonso Dagomba line community
1 Sunyani
o Form Ghaa, University of Energy & Natural Resources, FSD, OASL, Department of Community
Development

NORTHERN REGION
1 Zakaryili community, Moya community, Grupe community,Nasoyili
1 Tamale
o FSD, Lands Commission, Tree Aid Ghai2O, Care InternationadlGO, AcdepNGO, OASL
o EPA, MoFA, RCC, GNFS, Department of Community Development

UPPER EAST REGION
1 Bolga FSD, Bolga WD, Navrongo FSD, Lands Commission, OASL, GNFS, NADMO, EPA, FORIG, MoFA, W
RCC

Others
1 Energy Commission, Accra; SNV, Accra

3.4.5 Spatial Analysis

As part of the SESA, spatial analysis is to be applied in mapping and for overlaying different sets of

information to identify critical areas of concentration of environmental and social issues. The spatial

analysis work is to include:

1 Construction of a basmap using information on forest cover, river basins, water bodies and salient
biodiversity characteristics;

1 Mapping of main economic activities in forest areas and surrounding;

1 Mapping of existing infrastructure and identification of proposed road, rail power projects
under investigation or implementatio@nd

1 Superimposition of these three layers of information to define critical areas under or potential
environmental stress in forest areas.
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Two regions were selected for spatial analysis and thesdhsr Western and Brong Ahafo Regions. The
two regions were selected to enable the proposed Forest Investment Programme (FIP) which is intended
to focus on these two regions also benefit from the spatial analysis work.

During the development of these basnaps, the Consultant observed that establishing a forest cover
trend analysis over a period of time which also shows the forest fringe communities (5km radius) will be
much helpful for the REDDForest cover for 1990, 2000 and 2010 were obtained fromate sensing

data from the FCfor forest reserves in the Ankas@rokosuaBia Corridor and théorest covertrend
analysis determined to identify hot spot of deforestation and degradation along the Corridor. The
detailed report on the spatial analysis arfdrest cover trends is provided idnnex 5, as a
standalone/separate report.

BaseMaps
Basemaps produced for Western and Brong Ahafo Regions indlude

1). Road Network

2). District Boundary

3). Forest Reserve

4). River Basin

5). Cocoa District Boundaffyom Ghana Cocobod)

6). Drainage Network

7). Population 2010 (GSS)

8). 1990, 2000, & 2010 classified satellite image maps

Forest Cover Trends

All image processing procedures was done using the Environmental Resource Data Analysis System
(ERDAS) IMAGINErsion 9.2, and other softwares such as ArcGIS 9.2 and ArcView GIFH&2a
multispectral images were acquired from RMSC of the Forestry Commission in Kumasi. The satellite
images were geoeferenced to the Universal Transverse Mercator projection sygtéiM WGS84 Zone

30 North), mosaiced and subsetted using the regional boundaries of the two regions.

The forest cover trendsvas carried out to map among others the trend of degradation over a period of
twenty years using Landsat TM and ETM+ Satellitggémaaken in 1990, 2000 and 2010 of the Brong
Ahafo and Western Regions of Ghana. Landsat images of 1990, 2000 and 2010 of both regions were
classified for the various land use and land cover claddesSupervised classification was used to
classify the atellite images into six classes using ERDAS Imagine software:

1 Closed canopy / Very active bushetark green
Open canopy / Active bushegreen
Shrubs/herbaceous covertan
Herb/grass coverorange
Builtup/bare surfaces brown
Water bodyc blue

=A =4 =4 =4 A

Recoding was carried out to merge the various land use and land cover classes generated to be able to
calculate areas for the classes. The areas for the land use and land cover classes were generated by
importing the attribute data in excel to calculateg areas.
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The forest reserves in the above corridor were guided by the Biodiversity map of the Community
Resource Management Areas (CREMAForestry Commission Project) and extracted from the general
forest map of Ghandive kilometer§km) buffer wascreated for each forest reserve and the settlement

map created. The forest reserve cover was used to subset the three sets of classified images namely,
1990, 2000 and 2010 Landsat TM and Landsat ETM. Various statistics were generated for the land cover
for the years and compare testablishthe trend from 1990 through 2000 to 2010.

SelectedForestReserves in théBIA, KROKOSUA AND ANKASA CORRIDOR

Western Region

1). Ankasa Conservation Area, Nanishen National Park and Draw River F/R

2). Bia Gam®&esource Reserve

3). Bia North Forest Reserve

4). Boi Tano and Tano Nimiri Forest Reserves

5). Krokosua Forest Reserve

6). Tano Ehuro, Sui and Tano Anwia Forest Reserves

7). Sui River Forest Reserve

8). Subri River Forest Resefwet within the corrdor but was done as an initial example)

Brong Ahafo Region

1). Asukese Forest Reserve

2).Bia Tano, Bia Tano Blockl and Bonkoni Forest Reserves
3). Bonsam Bepo Forest Reserve

4). Bosomkese Forest Reserve

5). Mpameso Forest Reserve

6). Subim ForestdRerve

3.4.6 Case tudy

Methodology
Field visits were undertaken to ascertain the conditions of selected forest and wildlife resathes

the Ankasa Krokosua corridor the Western Region. Interviews were conducted with managers of the
forest reserves angrotected areas as well as forest edge dwellers to identify the driving forces of forest
degradation and deforestation where it is apparent. Discussions were held with the executive officers of
the Amokwawsuaso CREMA (Community Resource Management Areaf &9 certified CREMAS out

of a total of 27 countrywide. The case study report is providedAnnex 6.

The conditions of the reserves were classified as follows:

1 Almost Extinct¢ the reserve almost has been converted to other land use and appears
unrecoverable e.g. human settlement, farms

1 Partially Extinct over 50% of land area converted to other land use e.g. human settlements and
farms and appears recovery will be difficult

1 Poorg fragmented, canopy broken in many places due to encroachment efar

Goodc largely intact but faces significant threats from competing land use in the near future

1 Excellentcompletely intact; no threat in the near future

=
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3.4.7 Preparation andSubmission of Scoping Report

The Scoping Report was prepared from the initialketholder consultations, desktop/literature reviews
and the spatial analysis carried out. The report was submitted to the FC'bjulys 2014 for review and
comments. The report summarized the various issues under PoligcdEconomic,Legal & Policy,

Environmental, Socieconomic &cultural, Institutional & Administrative, and Gender.

3.5 Step 3: Assessment

Regional Workshops
Three regional workshops were organised betweeff' 20ly and 2 August, 2014 with participants
drawn from all the ten regions ohé country. The country was divided into three major belts for the
regional workshops as follows:
1 Northern Belt, which comprises of the Northern Region, Upper East Region and Upper West
Region, and was held in Tamale froni'21 22" July, 2014;
1 Middle Bdt, which comprises of the Brong Ahafo, Ashanti, Eastern, and Volta Regions, and was
held in Kumasi from 24to 25" July, 2014; and
1 Southern Belt, which comprises of the Western, Central and Gt. Accra Regions, and was held in
Takoradi from 3% July to ' August, 2014.

The objective of the SBAregionalworkshoswere:

1 to bring together stakeholderto validate the outcome of the scoping study (ipresent to
them the outcome of theSESAcoping studyand solicit their comments, inputs, and concerns
on the outcome of the Scoping stugly

1 to enable stakeholders prioritize the key issues of environmental and social concern;

1 for the EPA to make presentations on the various Ghana SEA tools to enabl@gatsicpply
the key SEA toolor the assessment ahe proposed REDD+ strategy options gmibritized
environmental and social issues

9 to provide the platform for other REDD+ consultants with activities related to SESA to make
presentations to the stakeflders on their various assignments and to solicit stakeholder
concerns and inputs; and

9 to further create awareness on the progress with the implementation of the REDD+ Mechanism
in the country among stakeholders.

SEA Tools appliddr the assessment

The assessmenbf the proposed strategy options was carried out usingee of the GhanaSEA tools
developed by the EPA and these include:

1 Internal Consistenc@Zompatibility matrix

1 Compound matrixand

1 Opportunity and Bk matrix

The Internal Consistey/Compatibility and Compound matrices were applied at the three regional
workshops.The details of the activities carried out at the three regional workstaspprovided in the
Regional Workshop Repdrt Annex 7(as a standalone or separate repoffjre SESA consultants using
information from stakeholdersobtained during the field consultations as well as thgirofessional
expertise knowledge and experiences carried out fBpportunity and Risk Matrix
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The aim of theinternal consistencyompatibility matrix is to determine the degree to whithe
proposed REDD+ strategy optiagport or work against each other, i.e., how compatible they ahe.

aim of the compound matrix isto evaluate individual strategy optionagainst the prioritized
environmentalsocialissuesto see if implementation of any strategy option is likely to address or have
a negative implication or adverse impact on the key environmental/social concdimsenvironmental

and social issues ariteria relate to the fair pillars of sustainability

1 Natural resources

9 Sociecultural

1 Economic, and

9 Institutional issues

Theaim of the opportunity and risk assessment is to identify the opportunities available and potential
risks associated with the implementation of the iars strategy options. The opportunities present
ongoing/existing or immediate past or planned policies, plans or programmes within relevant
institutions which the FC can take advantage of to improve or enhance project implementation for the
overall good 6the environment and communities. The risks are environmental/social and institutional
challenges and uncertaintiesxisting and or likely to occur durirtge implementation of the various
strategy options.

Recommendationand Refinement of Strategy Options

As part of the assessment, appropriate mitigation measigugdelines were proposed where
incompatibility of strategy options was identified; where implementation of strategy options is likely to
have negative implicatio on key environmental/social concerns and to address potential risks and
challenges identified General recommendations were also provided to guide the successful
implementation of the REDD+.

Suggestions from stakeholder workshops, collaboration effoelsveen SESA consultants and Ragc
well as review activities of the SESA consultants formed the basis for the proposed refinentamt of
strategy options.

3.6 Step 4:Indicators,Monitoring and EvaluatiorProposal

During the conduct of Step 4, Monitoring cafevaluation Pposalwas preparedand included in the
SESA reportThe Poposal isaimed to ensure that the identifiedotential environmental impactsrisks
caused by the adoption dhe strategy optionsare efficiently monitored. A study on thmmparison of
these impactaisks and the actual conditions will be evaluated and corrective measures will be
undertaken where significant results yaduring implementation

The REDD+ Secretariat in the Climate Change Unit of the Forestry Comimissitaveloped a REDD+
M&E Frameworland it is recommendethat the monitoring and evaluation system for environmental
and social safeguards be linked or incorporated into the overall REDDitoring and Evaluation (M&E)
systemto avoid duplication of strucires.

Thekeyprinciples guiding thélonitoring and EvaluationrBposalare that
1 MA&E for safeguards should be transparent and participatory
9 It should be hosted on FC website

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@ctaber2014 Page24



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

1 Consultative process should be established and local communities/CSOs skoalalebto
provide feedback into the system

9 Issues of training and capacity needs for monitoring stakeholders should be identified and
addressed to ensure effect M&E system

3.7 Step 5: Reporting, Learning and Communication

Presentation on Scoping Repé&rtProgess of Worko SESA Swuborking group
The SESA consultants made a presentation of the Scoping Repgress of Worko the SESA sub
working group at the FC d8" August, 2014or comments and suggestions.

Preparation of SESA Summary ReporSieEAationalValidationWorkshop

The SESA consultants prepared a SESA summary report on Scoping and Assessment activities following a
meeting with the FC lithate Change Unit, FCProject Oversight/ImplementatiorCommittee and the

World Bank Mission team o8eptember 9, 2014t the Ghana office of the World Bank. The meeting

was preceded by presentations from the various REDD+ consultants. The purpose of the meeting was to
agree and confirm timelines and to ensure tredt REDD+ consultants were on track widgard to

meeting the Banks deadlines.

The SESA consultant submitted ekectronic copy ofthe SESA Summary Report to the FC16h
Septembey 2014 The FCinvited stakeholders (invitation letter provided #nnex § to the national
validation workshop for the SESA orf"1Beptember, 2014The list of participants at the Workshop is
also provided inAnnex 8.The SESA consultant made a presentationthe Scoping and Assessment
activities carried out so far, after which paipants made various contributiongomments, and
suggestionsnd also sought some clarifications.

Preparation of draft SESA Report
The comments from the national validation workshepre incorporated into the draft SESA Repdrhe
draft reportwill be submitted to the F®ythe end of September 2014.

Review of draft SESA Report

It was captured at the August 13, 2014 presentation to the SES#a&inggroup that the FC should
engage some key experts to review the draESA repornd provide commets for finalization since
the workshop will not provide the needed time for technical scrutiny of report.

Finaliation of SESA Report
Upon receipt of comments, thBESA consultant will finalize tdeaft SESA Reporthe final draft SESA
report is expeted to be submitted before or by October 15, 2014.

3.8 TheSESAtudy Organization

The organization for the S& study is composed @f fivemember SESEonsultantgfrom SAL Consult
Ltd, a Ghanaian Environmental Consulting firm based in Aeath)support from the Climate Change
Unit/REDD+ secretariat of the Forestry Commissaod assistance from the ER#d inputs from
Stakeholders as shown kigure3.2. The SESA Consultants were made up of:

1 Mr. Seth LarmieTeam Leader, an Environmental AssesshiExpert;

1 Mr. Emmanuel AcquahneEnvironmentalist;
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Mr. Andorful AduNyarko, aSociceconomic Expert/Stakeholder Engagement Expert;
Dr. James Adomako Biodiversity/Forestry Expert;
Mr. Ernest KudWlinkah, an GIS/Remote Sensing Expamt
Mrs. Faustia Boakye, &ender Expert.
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SEAStudy Organization
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4.0 LEGAL, POLICY ANBSTNTUTIONAL FRAMEWGR

4.1 Objectives

The objectives are to (i) identify national policies/plans as well as laws/regulations/bills and institutions
of relevance to the forestry sector/activities and or REDpPrinciples/objectives, (ii) review
policies/plans/programmes or laws to identify overlaps, conflicts, or consistency with each other and
influence on REDD+ principles/objectives, (iii) identify key institutions of relevance to REDD+, (iv)
determine which Vérld Bank Safeguard policies are likely to be triggered under REDD+ programme, (V)
provide a brief on the environmental assessment process in Ghana.

4.2 National Policies and Legal framework

The following national policies, laws and regulations provideddnie 4.1 have been identified and
reviewed as part of the SESA for the REDD+ Mechanism.

Table4.1: Summary of key Policies and Legal Framework
The 1992 Constitution of Ghana
Ghana Shared Growth and Developnteigenda

Land Policies
National Land Policy, 1999
Administration of Lands Act of 1962 (Act 123)

Lands Commission (LC) Act 2008, Act 767
Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands Act 1994, Act 481
Land Use and Spatial Planning,Bitaft Octobe2011

Forest Policies and Regulations

1994 Forest and Wildlife Policy

2012 Forest and Wildlife Policy

Forestry Commission Act of 1999 (Act 571)

Forest Ordinance of 1927 (Cap 157)

Trees and Timber Decree of 1974 (NRCD 273)

Trees and TimbgAmendment) Law of 1983 (PNDCL 70)
Trees and Timber Amendment Act of 1994 (Act 493)
Forest Protection Decree of 1974 (NRCD 243

Forest Protection (Amendment) Act of 1986 (PNDCL 142)
Forest Protection Amendment Act of 2002 (Act 624)
Concessions Act 0B62 (Act 124)

Timber Resources Management Act of 1997 (Act 547)
Economic Plant Protection Act of 1979

Interim Measures for Controlling lllegal Harvesting Outside Forest Reserves of 1995
Forest Plantation Development Fund Act of 2000 (Act 583)

Mining and Mineral Policies

National Mining Policy
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Minerals Commission Act 1993, Act 450
Mining and Minerals Act of 2006 (Act 703)

Environmental Protection & Assessment Policies and Regulations
Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1994 Act 490

NationalEnvironment Policy, 2013
Environmental Assessment Regulations 1999, LI 1652

National Climate Change Policy, 2013

Energy Policies

Strategic National Energy Plan
National Energy Policy, 2010

Energy Commission Act 1997, Act 541
Renewable Energy A@Q11, Act 832

Water Policy

Water Resources Commission Act, 1996 Act 522
National Water Policy, 2007

Buffer Zone Policy, 2014

Agricultural Policy

Food and Agriculture Sector Development Policy (FASDEP)
Ghana Irrigation Policy, June 2010
TreeCrops Policy, 2012

Investment, Employment, Labour, Gender, Local government, Chieftaincy, Safety and others
National Employment Policy

National Gender and Children Policy

Ghana Investment Promotion Centre Act 1994, Act 478

Local Government Adi993, Act 462

Local Government Service Act, 2003, Act 656

Chieftaincy Act 759 of 2008

National Pensions Act, 2008, Act 766

The Labour Act 2003, Act 651

22N YSyQa /2YLISyalrdAzy [Fé mdyT
Intestate Succession Law, PNDC Law 111 (1985)

¢CKS / KAflR98EgtEs ! O

Factories Offices and Shop Act, 1970, Act 328

Ghana National Fire Service Act 1997,

Control of Bush Fires Law of 1983 (PNDCL 46)

Control and Prevention of Bush Fires Act 1990

Ghana Meteorological Agency Act, 2004, Act 682

AlternativeDispute Resolution Act 2010, Act 798
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4.2.1 The 1992 Constitution of Ghana

Safeguarding the national environment for posterity

Article 36 (9ktates thatThe State shall take appropriate measures needed to protect and safeguard the
national environment foposterity; and shall seek -@peration with other states and bodies for purposes

of protecting the wider international environment for mankind

Lands and Natural Resources

9 Article 258 establishes a Lands Commission and prescribes the functions of the Commission.

1 Devesting of the Northern, Upper East and Upper West Regions:lamtisle 257Section(3) de-
vestall lands in the Northern, Upper East and Upper West Regio&haha which immediately
before the coming into force of this Constitution were vested in the Government of GHdmese
landare not public landbut have been reversed to the original owners.

1 Rights and Interest in land for nanitizen of GhanaArticle 266 Imposes restrictions on the rights
and interest in land that could be granted to a naitizen of Ghana.

9 Stool/Skin Land#rticle 267(1) All stool lands in Ghana shall vest in the appropriate stool on behalf
of, and in trust for the subjes of the stool in accordance with customary law and usage.

1 OASL:Article 267(2): Establishes the Office of Administrator of Stool Lands and prescribes its
functions.

9 Stool land revenue disbursemenirticle 267(6) Provides for the disbursement formula $ool
land revenue.

9 Protecting natural resourcedrticles 268 and 269 make provision for the protection of natural
resources of the country. It gives power to Parliament under Article 269t¢ provide for the
establishment of a Minerals Commissian Forestry Commission, Fisheries Commission and such
other Commissions as Parliament may determine, which shall be responsible for the regulation and
management of the utilization of the natural resources concerned and therdimation of the
policies irrelation to them.

Chieftaincy
Article 27@1) recognizes theinstitution of chieftaincy, together with its traditional councils as
established by customary law and usage

Property rights of spouses

According to Article 22 of the 1992 Constitution:

(1) Aspouse shall not be deprived of a reasonable provision out ok#tate of a spousevhether or
not the spouse died having made a will.

(2) Parliament shall, as soon as practicable after the coming into fordkisofConstitution, enact
legislation reguling the property rights o§pouses.

(3) With a view to achieving the full realisation of the rights referred tanse (2) of this article

(a) pouses shall have equal access to property jointly acquired dmargage;

(b) Assets which are jointlyacquired during marriage shall be distributedjuitably between the
spouses upon dissolution of the marriage.

Parliament is yet to enact law to regulate the property rights of spouses as provided in article 22 (2). In
order to avoid gender discriminaticagainst women, benefit sharing arrangements under REDD+ should
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be properly spelt out for joint ownership of REDD+ projects, especially between husbands/wives or
between partners.

Generally, the Constitution of Ghana is consistent with REDD+ principles and objectives.

4.2.2 Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA)

It provides for the Vision for the Environment and Natural Resource Sector in SectionTéhe.Rey
objectives othe sector for the future are as follows:
w Improved crossectoral environmental management, including the consideration of global
issues such as climate change and loss of biodiversity, as well as the opportuniti¢iatofes
such as REDD+, VPA/FLEGT
w Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) applied to inform denisiking and mainstream
environment into all sectors of the economy, especially as regards the cost of environmental
degradation;
w Improved Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (E8bEspes and compliance;
w Decentralized environmental management, including the enforcement of laws on waste, illegal
mining and chairsaw logging at the local level;
w Improved environmental monitoring and reporting; and
w Strengthened functional partnershimd participation in environmental management with civil
society, development partners, industry, and research bodies.

The GSGDA is consistent with REDD+ principles and objectives and goes further to acknowledge the use of SEA to
inform decisioamaking andnainstreaming enviroment into all sectors of the economy.

4.2.3 LandPolicies and Regulations

National Land Policy, 1999

The policy is conservation sensitiwéth potential for ecosystem maintenance, biodiversity and scenic
preservation under protection ankkaving management of such lands under the collaborative effort of
major stakeholders including the government and the commurdgy aspects of Section 4EBnsuring
Sustainable Land Usef) the Policy relevant ta(REDD-are provided below:

(a) The use ofiny land in Ghana for sustainable development, the protection of water bodies and the
environment and any other socioeconomic activity will be determined through national land use
planning guidelines based on sustainable principles in the long term abiimerest.

(b) All lands declared as forest reserves, strict nature reserves, national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and
similar land categories constitute Ghana's permanent forest and wildlife estates, and are "fully
protected" for ecosystem maintenandaodiversity conservation and sustainable timber production.

(c) Fully protected land areas as well as timber and wildlife protected areas may be used for the purposes
of education, research, recreation and tourism, provided that such uses are cdepaiib the
conservation of the environment.
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(d) Land categories outside Ghana's permanent forest and wildlife estates are available for such uses as
agriculture, timber, mining and other extractive industries, and human settlement within the context of
national land use plan.

(i) Unless approved by the appropriate public authority, no land use change ofirahywill be
countenanced.

(m) All land and water resources development activities must conform to the environmental laws in the
country and whes Environmental Impact Assessment report is required this must be provided.
Environmental protection within the 'polluter pays' principle will be enforced.

In terms of policy actions in Section 5.0, one key section to be implemented by government within the
policy framework is Section 5.ZFacilitating Equitable Access to Langhich has the following
subsections:

(a) Review the phenomena of landlessness amigrant farmers and take steps to eliminate, or at least,
minimise conditions contributory to migration and encroachment.

(b) Collaborate with the traditional authorities and other land stakeholders to review, harmonise and
streamline customary practicesisages and legislations to govern land holding, land acquisition, land
use and land disposal.

(c) Encourage, through appropriate incentives, stools/skins, clans and land owning families to create
land banks for present and future generations.

The StateLands Act, 1962 he Act 125 vests the authority to acquire land for the public interest in the
President of the Republic. It also gives responsibility for registering a claim on the affected person or
group of persons, and provides details of the procedter do this. The State Lands Act, 1962 provides
some details to be taken into consideration when calculating compensation such as definitions for (1)
cost of disturbance, (2) market value, (3) replacement valte,

Administration of Lands Act of 1962 (Act 128ives the President power to acquire stool land that will
be held in trust (in the public interest) and vests the management of all stool land revenue in the central
government.

Land Title Registration Law dPB86 (PNDCL) 158ovides for the registration of title to lands.

Lands Commission Act, 2008 (Act 767)

The Lands Commission Act 2008 establishes the Lands Commission to integrate the operations of public

service land institutions in order to secure exfive and efficient land administration to provide for

related matters. The objectives of the Commission include among others to:

1 Promote the judicious use of land by the society and ensure that land use is in accordance with
sustainable management priiptes and the maintenance of a sound exystem; and

A % /4 A x
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Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands Act 1994, Act 481
The OASHKct 1994, Act 48&stablishes theDffice of the Administrator of Stool Lands as enshrined in
Article 267 (2) of the 1992 Constitution and it is responsible for establishment of stool land account for
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each stool, collection of rents and the disbursement of such revenues. The Adminisratoarged

with the management of stool lands and in accordance with the provisions in the 1992 Constitution,
10% of the gross revenue goes to the Administrator of Stool Lands for administrative expenses whilst
the remainder is disbursed as follows:

1 25% tothe stool through the traditional authority for the maintenance of the stool,

1 20% to the traditional authority;

1 55% to the District Assembly, within the area of authority of which the stool lands are situated.

The 1999 land policy does not appear to goupport to offreserve afforestation or reforestation
programmes as provided under Section 4.4 (d) of ensuring sustainable land use. REDD+ should push for a
review of the 1999 Land Policy to encompasgesérve afforestation/reforestation programmesge.
community forestry/dedicated forest etc

LVD Crop Compensation Rate: Current crop compensation rates do not cover timber tree species or
naturally occurring trees or trees grown to provide ecosystem/environmental services. There are no
compensation ratefor loss of tree carbon.

Land Use and Spatial Planning Bill, draft October 2011

The purpose of this intendedCTis to harmonize and regulate the laws on land use and planning,
provide forsustainable development of land and human settlements througleeentralized planning
system, ensure judicious use of land in order to improve quality of life, promote hestbty and
regulate national, regional, district and local spatial planning, and generallyitbaspatial aspects of
socio economiclevelopment as well as provide for related matters.

Theobjectives of the intended Adhclude among other things

i to establish a Land Use and Spatial Planning Authority to implement the provisions of this Act.

9 to ensure a continual revieveffective plaming and managemerdf human settlements and spatial
planning policies.

9 to ensure attainment of a balanced distribution of urban population and a spatially integrated
hierarchy of human settlements to support the national seetmnomic development of the
country.

1 to facilitate improvement in the natural and built environment, and ultimately the quality of life for
the population in rural and urban settlements.

1 to ensure formulation and continued revision of spatial development framework, structure anld loca
plans to guide the development of human settlements in Ghana.

i to encourage the private sector to partner the public sector in financing the development and
management of human settlements and related physical development.

f to enhance the attainment of GRak Q& RSOSYGNI t AT FdA2y | 3SYyRF | yF
regime for district assemblies to better perform the spatial planning and human settlements
management functions.

1 to create the regime for all district assemblies to acquire land in ordepr&vent or reverse
depressed settlements.

9 to establish spatial planning and land use database

1 to ensure the creation of appropriate zoning schemes and also prevent encroachments or breach of
zoning schemes.

i to facilitate the creation of an institutionatdmework that can ensure the effective operation of the
law at the, district and local level.
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1 to ensure the establishment of an inteectoral approach to decision making in spatial planning in
tandem with government development objective to attain a cdaeded approach to development.

Thescope and applicationf the intended Acshall apply to:

(1) All institutions responsible, directly and indirectly, for human settlement, spatahing and use of
land.

(2) Any person, whether corporate otherwise, charged with responsibility falevelopment of any
land within the territory of Ghana.

(3) Development of any area within the territory of Ghana

(4) All national spatial planning matters

(5) All regional, district, urban, town and local planmmnatters

(6) Spatial development framework, structure plans, local plans, joint developsolrtmes

(7) Land use permit process and standards

(8) Subkdivisions of land for purposes of development.

(9) The creation and delineation of districts, special tevamd special developmengpecial planning
areas or any matter relating to the spatial planning or development cofuration

(10) The carrying out of development by private or public institutions including nsical
development undertaken by entitgehitherto exempted from planning permit compliangecedures as
set out in Schedule 1 Part Il of the National Building Regulations, LI 16396f

(11) All spatial planning and physical development issues related to preparation ofrlluting:

(a) National Development Plan

(b) Regional Development Plan including theazdination of the spatial aspects Biistrict Development
Plans where applicable.

(c) District Development Plan

(d) Joint Development Plans

(e) Special Development Plans

(f) The divigon of Ghana or part of Ghana into administrative districts

(12) All matters related to land use including enforcement appeals, complaintsadmihistrative
process within the territory of Ghana.

The Land use and spatial planning bill providesomprehensi® coverage of land use planning at
national, regional and district levelwhich is very relevant to REDDespecially with regard to
agricultural and forestry land us&he lack of holistic national, regional and district land use plans in the
country is a drawback to sustainable development. REDD+ should push for the passage of the Bill into
law.

4.2.4 ForestPolicies andRegulations

The 1994 Forest and Wildlife Policy (FWP), revised in 2011, and the 1996 Forestry Development Master
Plan (FDMP) sesvas guiding policies for the sector.

Forest and Wildlife Policy, 1994

The Forest and Wildlife Policy of 1994 aims at conservation and sustainable development of the nation's
forest and wildlife resources for maintenance of environmental quality and perpetual flow of optimum
benefits to all segments of society. Specificalig policy will, among others, ensure that the country's
permanent estate of forest and wildlife resources are managed and enhanced for preservation of vital
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soil and water resources, conservation of biological diversity and the environment and sustainable
production of domestic and commercial produce.

Strategies for ensuring sustainable resource management outlined by the policy include PAS expansion,
rehabilitation and development of lands on and outside PAS, protection of endangered plant and animal
species, provision of incentives and assistance for conservation, enhancing public and civil society
involvement in management through consultative and participatory mechanisms, promoting public
awareness and education, and promoting collaborative reseanthextension. These are in support of

the activities identified under the project components.

Forest Development Master Plan (FDMP)

In 1996, the Government of Ghana launched a Forestry Development Master Plan (FDMP) to guide the
execution of the FWP t8020. Four key elements of the Master Plan are: (1) Ensuring the legality of
timber; (3) Ensuring sustainable financing for the sector; (3) Improving the quality of forest management
and; (4) Ensuring transparency in distribution of resources to forestraanmties.

2012 Forest and Wildlife Policy

The 1994Forest and Wildlife Policy was revised in 2011 and subsequently approved in 2012. The policy
aims at the conservation and sustainable development of forest and wildlife resources for the
maintenance of avironmental stability and continuous flow of optimum benefits from the secio
cultural and economic goods and services that the forest environment provides to the present and
FdzidzNBE 3ISYySNIGA2yar oKAfAG Fdzf FAL £ A yea@menBKahdy | Qa
conventions.

The objectives of the policy aié2 YI yI 3S FyR SyKIyO0S GKS S02ft 23A
savannah, wetlands and other ecosystems; to promote the rehabilitation and restoration of degraded
landscapes through plantationgdelopment and community forestry; to promote the development of

viable forest and wildlife based industries and livelihoods; and to promote training, research and
technology development that supports sustainable forest management.

This new policy seek® taddress the limitations of the precedimmplicy of 1994 while also taking
advantage of emerging global approaches such as Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPA), Forest
Certification and Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REB2DB)have far
reaching implications for the forest and wildlife industry as well as for local livelihoods.

The Forest Master Plan for the 2012 Forest and Wildlife Policy needs to be developed as soon as
possible to provide interventions (covering REDmDechanism) to be implemented under the new

policy.

DKI Yyl Qa C2NBal I yR -RO#Q; BraftlOdtdbey 013 G N> G S3I& HnAamp

The goal of this strategy is to achieve sustainable supply of planted forest goods and services to deliver a
range of economic, ®tal and environmental benefitShe purpose of the strategy is to optimize the
productivity of planted forests by identifying suitable tree species and improving their propagation,
management, utilization and marketing. Five strategic objectives crumiauiccesss the focus of the
strategyand they include:
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Strategic Objective 1(a) To establish and manage 500,000 ha of forest plantations and undertake
enrichment planting of 100,000 ha through the application of best practice principles, by year 2040

(b) To undertake maintenance and rehabilitation of an estimated 235,000 ha of existing forest
plantations through the application of best practice principles

Strategic Objective 2To promote large scale and small holder forest plantation investments

Strategic Objective 3:To create employment opportunities and sustainable livelihoods in rural
communities through forest plantation development

Strategic Objective 4To increase investments in research and development, extension, training and
capacity building for forest plantation development and timber utilization

Strategic Objective 5To improve governance in the regulation and management of forest plantations.

Foresty Commission Act of 1999 (Ad&71) Forestry Commission Act, 1999 (Act, 5€1Yhis Act
repealed At0 453 and reestablish the Forestry Commission as a seatonomous corporate body and

also brought under the Commission, the forestry sector agenttigdementing the functions of
protection, development, management and regulation of forest and wildlife resoui®estion 2(1)
states The Commission shall be responsible for the regulation of the utilization of forest and wildlife
resources, the consation and management of those resources and thembnation of policies related

to them.

Forest Ordinance of 1927 (Cap 153 the principal statute governing the constitution and management
of forest reserves in Ghana. The ordinance vests in the degireernment the power to create forest
and protected area reservedFORESTS Ordinance (Cap 1&670his Act provided guidelines for
constitution of forest reserves and the protection of forests and other related matters.

Trees and Timber Decree 1974RRD273) ¢ This law prescribed guidelines for participation in the
logging/ timber industry and provided for the payment of fees as well as sanctions fecoampliance
with the guidelines for participation and also export of unprocessed tindver makes ita criminal
offence to fell timber for export without a valid property mark.

Trees and Timber (Amendment) Law of 1983 (PNDCLinippsesharsherpenalties for violation of the
Trees and Timber Decréfgan as provided in the 1974 NRCD 273 Decree

Trees ad Timber (Amendment) Act 1994 (Act 498)This Act reviewed the fees and finkw the
renewal of property markapwards and also introduced export levy for-dited lumber and logs.

Forest Protection Decree of 1974 (NR@BB) attempts to protect the integrity of forest reserves by
prohibiting virtually all activities therein if done without the written authorization of the Forestry
Department. Forest Protection Decree, 1974 (NR@EB) ¢ This Act defined forest offences and
prescribed sanctions and or penalties for such offences.

The Forest Protection (Amendment) Act 2002 (Act 624Yhis Act repealed the Forest Protection
(Amendment) Law, 1986 (PNDCL. 142), and astred Forest Protection Decree 1974 (NRCD 243) to
provide fa higher penalties for offence#t reviewed forest offences fines upwards and introduced joint
liability in the commitment and prosecution of forest offences.

The Forest Protection (Amendment) Act 2002, Act 624 has been in existence fasttheebve orso
years. A reviews long overdueThe review should consider harsher and deterrent fines and penalties.
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Concessions Act of 1962 (Act 124sts the right to grant timber concessions and the management of
all timber resources both on and off reservethre central governmentSection 16provides for all
timber rights to be vested in the president except for preexisting (customary or otherwise) rights in
forest reserves or preexisting concessions inrefierve areas (section 16 (&) (4)). The Act was
repealed by the Timber Resource Management Act of 1997, with the exception of sectiomsl6
exempting stool lands from most provisions of the act, and 16, regarding forest reserves and timber
concessions.

Timber Resources Management Act 1997 (Act bd This repealed the Concessions Act, 1962 (Act 124)
other than Sections 1 and 16 of Act 1@4d provided for the grant of timber rights in a manner that
secures the stainable management and ut#ition of timber resources.The Act mtroduces Timber
Utilization Contracts (TUCSs) for timber harvesting and enhanced benefits for landowners and farmers for
harvesting of trees on their land, and provides for payment of royalties in respect of timber operations.

Section 1 provides forrphibition from harvesihg timber utilization contractNo person shall harvest
timber from any land to which section 4 of this Act applies unless he holds timber rights in the form of a
timber utilization contract entered into under this Act in respect of the area of land coade

Land subiject to timber rights are prescribed under Section 4 as

(1) Timber rights may be granted under a timber utilization contract in respect of

(a) lands previously subject to timber rights which have expired and are suitabledtiocation;

(b) unallocated public or stool lands suitable for timber operations in timber production areas; and
(c) alienation holdings.

(2) No timber rights shall be granted in respect of

(a) a land with forest plantations;

(b) land with timber grown or owned Bny individual group;

(c) land subject to alienation holding; or

(d) lands with farms

without the authorization in writing of the individual, group or owner concerned.

Timber Resources Management (Amendment) Act 2002, Act @his ACT amensl the Timber
Resources Management Act 1997 (Act 547) to exclude from its application land with private forest
plantation; to provide for the maximum duration, and maximum limit of area, of timber rights; to
provide for incentives and benefits applicable to investorsoiredtry and wildlife and to provide for
matters related to these.

The Timber Resources Management Act made it illegal for farmers and other users of off reserve lands to
harvest any naturally growing trees for commercial or domestic purposes, eves grawing on their
land. It also prohibited logging without prior authorisation from concerned groups or individuals.

Under the Timber Resources Act, farmers and land owners have legal rights to planted trees. When
Timber Utilisation Contracts are gradteff-reserve, the contract holder is obliged to engage in a Social
Responsibility Agreement (SRA) with the concerned communities in the proposed area of logging.
According to the SRA, 5% of the stumpage fees should be directed to the community as dwndensa
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damaged crops. However, this fee is often captured during the process and the SRAs have not been
sufficiently effective in rewarding the farmers and communities for trees on their lands.

Timber Resources Management Regulations of 1998 (LI 1649) and its amendment (LI 1721, Regulation
2003) establishes regulations for the management of timber pursuant to the Timber Resources
Management Act of 1997.

Interim Measures for Controlling Illegdiiarvesting Outside Forest Reserves of 198&oduces a new
system for harvesting ol a4 SNIBS GAY0OoSNJ GKI G AyOfdzRSa GKS FI N
and to receive compensation for crop damage.

Economic Plant Protection Act of 19'#bolishes the grant of timber felling rights in farms having trees,
such as cocoa, with economic valUéis Act provides for the prohibition of the destruction of specified
plants of economic value and for related matters

According to the Economic Plamsotection Decree (1979), timber should not be felled where cocoa or
other economic plants are cultivated but this is not the case in practice. TUCs are allocated to cover
cocoa farmaunder theTimber Resources Management Act 1997 (Act.5A} is an oviap.

Forest Plantation Development Fund Act of 2000 (Act 588)vides for the grant of financial assistance
for the development of private forest plantations on lands suitable for commercial timber production.

The Forest Plantation Development Fundn@ndment) Act 2002 (Act 623)This Act amended ACT 583
to enable plantation growers, both in the public and private sectors to participate in forest plantation
development.

4.2.5 Agricultural Policies and Regulations

Food and Agriculture Sector DevelopmeRblicy (FASDEP)

The first Food and Agriculture Sector Development Policy (FASDEP) was developed in 2002 as a
framework for the implemetation of strategies to modernaion of the agricultural sectoin 2006,

after nearly four years of its implementatiothe FASDEP was revised to reflect lessons learned and to
respond to the changing needs of the sectoreTavised policy of 2006 (FASDEP II) encourages the
formation of interministerial teams to ensure environmental sustainability in agricultural pradaoct
systems.FASDEP #mphasizes the sustainable utilizatiof @&l resources and commerciaimon of

activities in the sector with marketriven growth in mindand with emphasis orenvironmental
sustainability.

Medium Term Agriculture Sectdnvestment Plan (METASIP)

The Government of Ghana developed the Medium Term Agriculture Sector Investment Plan (METASIP)
to implement the Food and Agriculture Sector Development Policy (FASDEP 1) over the medium term
2011-2015. The METAStBmprisesf six keyprogrammes:

(i) Food security and emergency preparedness

(i) Improved growth in incomes

(i) Increased competitiveness and enhanced integration into domestic and international markets

(iv) Sustainable management of land and environment

(v) Sciencand technology applied in food and agriculture development
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(vi) Enhanced institutional coordination

Tree Crop Policy

Dtw{ L YR Dtw{ LL SYLKI&AT SR (4KS ySSR F2N (GKS
development agenda. GPRS Il stated the¢ crop development should be used as a strategy to reduce
poverty. The tree crops listed include cashew, citrus, cocoa, coconut, coffee, dawadawa, kola, mangoes,
oil palm, rubber tree, and shea. Others include acacia (Gum Arabic), avocado, baobzmariod.

The Ghana Irrigation Policy

The objective of irrigation policy is to expand and improve the efficiency of irrigation to support
agricultural development and growth. It will be pursued with principles of sustainability in operation and
maintenance, and use of natural resources, equitable access by women to benefits of irrigation, and the
rights to partcipate in irrigation management.

¢CKS LR2fAoOe Aa RSaA3daIySR G2 I RRNBaa F2dz2NJ 1S& WL
commergal irrigated suksectors. These problems are: low agricultural productivity and slow rates of
growth, constrained socieconomic engagement with land and water resources, environmental
degradation associated with irrigated production and lack of irrigaiopport services. The goal of the

policy is to achieve sustainable growth and enhance performance of irrigation contributing fully to the
goals of the Ghanaian agriculture sector. The targets of the Ghana Irrigation Policy are to attain national
food searrity, increase livelihood options, intensify and diversify proéucbf agricultural commodities.

Existing agricultural policies, programmes and regulations are consistent with the REDD+ principles and
proposed REDD+ strategy options.

4.2.6 Mining and MineralPolicies and Regulations

National Mining PolicygJune 2007 draft

The mining policy has a section on environmental regulation of mining and the objective stated
under this section is t@achieve a socially acceptable balance, between mining and the physical
and human environment and to ensure that internationally accepted standards of health, mining
safety and environmental protection are observed by all participants in the mining sector.

It mentions also that ppcedures for the assessment of applicationgl take into consideration
inter-agency consultationlt will establish arrangements under which the Mineralsn@oission

will consult with the EPA, the Forestry Commission, District Assemblies and other relevant
departments and agencies during the evaioa of applcations for mineral rights.

The policy mentions under land use thht the case of forest reserves the Forestry Commission
must explicitly waive any restrictions to entry before any mining activity can take place.

Mining and Minerals Act of 2006 (Act 703)epeals and replaces Mineragsxd Mining Law 1986,
Minerals and Mining (Amendmenfct of 184 among otherg It vests the ownership of athinerals in
its natural state in, under oupon land in Ghanaivers, steams, watefrcourses throughout the country,
the exclusive economic zome the President in trust for the peoptd Ghana
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The Minerals and Mining Act represent the central pieces of legislation for the exploitation of minerals.
The Act establishes dated rules regarding the ownership of minesaineral righs, various licenses
required, royalties/rentals/fees, surface rights and compensation issues among others.

Relevant sections

Land available for application for mineral right

Section 3: Land in the country may be made the subject of an application for a mineral right in respect of

a mineral specified in the application, other than land which is

(a) The subject of an existing mineral right in respect of the specified mineral, or

(b) Expressly reserved, by or under this Act or any other enactment from becoming the subject of a
mineral right

Forestry and environmental protection

Section 18 (1): Before undertaking an activity or operation under a mineral right, the holder of the
mineral right shall obtain the necessary approvals and permits required from the Forestry Commission
and the Environmental Protection Agency for the protection of natural resources, public health and the
environment.

Surface right

Section 72 (3) The lawful oqaar of land within an area subject to a mineral right shall retain the right
to graze livestock upon or to cultivate the surface of the land if the grazing or cultivation does not
interfere with the mineral operations in the area.

Under Section 72 (5)hé owner of a mining lease shall in the presence of the affected person and the
LVD representative carry out a survey of the crops and produce a crop identification map for
compensation in the event that mining activities are extended to the areas.

Section 3 reveals that unless there is a law preventing the use of a land for some specified purpose, any
land in the country may be the subject of application for a mineral right.

Section 72 (1) seems to give the holder of a mining lease the upper hthnégard to the surface right.

It is a source of conflict between mining firms and numerous farmers/farming communities with some
surface rights within mining concessions.

Current crop compensation rates cover known food/cash crops and some economiisuttheas teak.

There are no rates for naturally grown trees or timber species. Shade trees in cocoa farms are usually not
counted as crops and so do not attract compensation. Forestry officials salvage or harvest such timber
trees in cocoa farms prior testruction by mining companies.

Mining in Forest Reserves

In 1997, a policy decision was taken that mineral exploration activities would be allowed atitleizmst

2% of Production Forest Reserves. Guidelines for mining in forest Reserves were developed and
implemented. The.iaison Group overseeing the review of the guidelines for mining in production forest
reserves EPA FSDWRC, Chamber of MinedJinerals Commissignhas since 2013 initiated the
procurement process to engage a consultant to review the existing guidelines for mining in production
forest reserves.

The policy of mining in production forest reserves is not consistent with REDD+ principle of conservation
of forest.
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4.2.7 EnergyPolicies andRegulations

Strategic National Energy Plan, 2006

¢CKS {b9t NBAGSNIriSa (GKS aSO0l2N) aAyArAaliNBQa GAaAi:z
sustainable production, supply and distribution of high quality energy sert@edl sectors of the
SO02y2Yeé AYy |y SY@ANRYYSyillffte FNASYR{& YIyYyySN T3
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by the policy:
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development.

Consolidate, improve and expand existing energy infrastructure.

Increase access to modern energy services for poverty reduction-gridfareas.

Secure ad increase future energy security by diversifying sources of energy supply.

Accelerate the development and utilization of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.
Enhance private sector participation in energy infrastructure development anitsalelivery.

Minimize environmental impacts of energy production, supply and utilisation.

Strengthen institutional and human resource capacity and R & D in energy development.

Improve governance of the Energy Sector.

Sustain and promote commitment tenergy integration as part of economic integration of West
African states.

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4 -4 -8

National Energy Policy, 2010
This National Energy Policy of February 2010 outlines the energy sector goals, challenges and actions.
Within the context of energy sector vision, tlywal of the energy sector is to make energy services
universally accessible and readily available in an environmentally sustainable manner. The policy
objectives to achieve this goal are to:
I.  Secure long term fuel supplies for the thermal power plants;
II. Redwe technical and commercial losses in power supply;
lll.  Support the modernition and expansion of energy infrastructure to meet growing demands
and ensure reliability;
IV. Increase access to modern forms of energy;
V. Improve the overall management, regulatory eaviment and operation of the energy sector;
VI.  Minimise the environmental impacts of energy supply and consumption through increased
production and use of renewable energy and make energy delivery efficient;
VII.  Ensure cost recovery for energy supply and delivery;
VIIl.  Ensure the productive and efficient use of energy;
IX. Promote and encourage private sector participation in the energy sector; and
X.  Diversify the national energy mix by promoting renewable energy sources nuclear and coal.

The goals of the power stdector ae to increase installed power generation capacity quickly from
about 2,000 MW to 5,000 megawatts (MW) by 2015, and increase electricity access from the current
level of 66% to universal access by 2020.

The goals of the renewable energy ssdxtor are toncrease the proportion of renewable energy in the
total national energy mix and ensure its efficient production and use. The Renewable Enesgctub
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covers biomass, mini hydro, solar and wind resourcesler Hydro Power Resources Development, the
objective is to
1 Complete the development of the Bui Hydropower Project on the Black Volta; and
1 Support the development of small and medium scale hydro power projects on other rivers,
including the Western Rivers (Ankobra, Tano and Pra), River Oti, and the White Volta.

Small scale hydropower project refers to a hydropower project with generatipgaity between 1 MW
and 10 MW. Medium scale hydropower project refer to a hydropower project with generating capacity
between 10 MW and 100 MW.

Most of the riversndentified for small and medium scale hydro power projects (Ankobra, Tano and Pra)
have faests or forest reservesalong sections of the river banks. Careful planning and choice of
technology is required during the development of any haliectric dam in order to minimize inundation

of forest along these water bodieShe policy is not consesit with REDD+ principle of conservation of
forest.

Energy Commission Act 1997, Act 541

The Ghana Energy Commission Act 1997 (Act 541) sets up the Energy Commission and defines its
functions as relating to the regulation, management, development angatiiiin of energy resources in
Ghanaand caordinate policies in relation to them.

Renewable Energy Act 2011, Act 832

The object of the Act is to provide for the development, management and utilization of renewable
energy sources for the production of heahd power in an efficient and environmentally sustainable
manner.It also requires under Section 8 thatperson shall not engage in a commercial activity in the
renewable energy industry without a license and describe the commercial activities in teeable
energy industry to include (a) production, (b) transportation, (c) storage, (d) distribution/sale/marketing,
(e) importation, (f) exportation/reexportation, and (g) installation/maintenance

Sustainability of woodfuel production
Under Section 44t is stated that,The Commission shall collaborate with
(a) the Forestry Commission,
(b) the Environmental Protection Agency
(c) the relevant Metropolitan, Municipal or District Assembly, and
(d) any other relevant institutions to ensure the development and implememntatiqgorogrammes
to sustain wood fuel production and consumption

Licence Manual for Service providers in the renewable energy industry (Charcoal export license),
September 2012

This Manual provides guidelines for the application and graficefice toservice providers to conduct
business in the renewablenergy industry and for related matterghe Licence Manual requires
Charcoal Production Licence to be issued to an applicant who wishes to produce mor@thtmmies

of charcoal per annum and the a&itoal production license duration is 20 years. Charcoal export license
gives authority to one to export charcoal and the license duration is one year.
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Acquisition of charcoal export licengdequired submissions relevant to REDD+

Exhibit CE4 An Envionmental Permit/Certificate issued by the EPA.

Exhibit CE5 Site plan, and location of charcoal production site.

Exhibit CE6 Location and source of wood for the charcoal indicating whether sawmill residueitsff
etc.

Exhibit CE7 Agreementwith respect to supply of wood waste or a certification letter from the Forestry

Commission indicating the right of use of forésbodlot planted for this purpose.

Suspension and Cancellation of Licence (Segtibh of the Manual)

The Commission maguspend or cancel a licence where a licence holder fails to comply with any of the
conditions stipulated in the licence or relevant provisions in the Renewable Energy Act, (Act 832), Energy
Commission Act, (Act 541) and associated Regulations.

Review ofdecisions $ection 6.1 of the Manual)

The Renewable Energy A€11 (Act 832) and Energy Commissdanl1997(Act 541) provide for:

(a) Persons who are dissatisfied with a decision of the Commission in relation to a licence application to
have the decisiomeviewed by the Commission; and

(b) Persons who have had a decision reviewed by the Commission but are dissatisfied with the results of
the review, to appeal the decision to the Minister responsible for Energy who shall within 30 days of
receipt of the conplaint make a decisionf dissatisfied with the Decision of the Minister, or where the
30days expire without a decision, the person may within 14 @digs the decision pursue the matter in

the High Court (Refao Sections 17 & 18 of the Renewable EjyeAct).

The charcoal export license manual does not indicate clearly which offences warrant suspension and
which offences warrant cancellation of licence. It is silent on how long a person can be suspended and if
2ySQa f AOSYyOS A ahe®eligieSd dagpiRationK S K SNJ KSk &

4.2.8 Water Policies andRegulations

National Water Policy, 2007

The National Water Policy, approved in June 2007, is to provide the framework for the sustainable
development of water resources in Ghana. The overall goal 6fS LJ2f A 0&8 Aa G2 al C
RSOSE2LIYSYyds YIylFr3aSySyid FtyR dzasS 2F DKIylQa ¢l (°¢
NERdzOS @dzZtf ySNI oAt AGE GKAES dada2NARy3d I22R I20SNY I

The relevant principlegor climatie variability and changiclude: (i) recognizing water as a finite and
vulnerable resource, given its multiple uses; (i) coordinating water resources planning with land use
planning; and (iii) adopting the river basirr @ubbasin) as a planning unithe policy objedtes are(i)

to minimize the effects of climate variability and change; and (ii) to institute measures to mitigate the
effects of, and prevent damage caused byrexte hydrological occurrenceigods and droughts).

The Water Policy facts climate change issues into consideration and is generally consistent with
REDD+.
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Water Resources Commission (WRC Act 1996, Act 522)

The Water Resources Commission Act, 1996 (Act 522) establishes and mandates the Water Resources
Commission (WRC) as the sole agency responsible for the regulation and management of the utilisation
of water resources and for the eardination of any policyn relation to them.

Section 13 prohibits the use of water (divert, dam, store, abstract or use water resources or construct or
maintain any works for the use of water resources) without authority. Section 16 empowers the
Commission to grant Water Righ{water use permits) to prospective users. The Act states under
Section 24 that any person who pollutes or fouls a water resource beyond the level that the EPA may
pre-scribe, commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine or a term of impresdror both.

Water Use Regulations, 2001 (LI 1692)

The Water Use Regulations, 2001 (LI 1692) list such activities for which water use permit is required and
this includes domestic, commercial, municipal, industrial water use among others. The Regulations also
prescribe the raw water charges and procesde®s to be paid by prospective water users with respect

to the water use permits.

Buffer Zone Policy, 2014

The Water Resources Commission (WRC) launched a national policy document on Riparian Buffer Zone
Protection for managing freshwater bodies in theuotry in May 2014 It aims at providing
comprehensive measures and actions that would guide the creation of vegetative buffers for the
LINBASNBIF GA2Y YR FdzyOlA2yAy3a 2F (KS yriAz2yQa g1 (

Recommended buffer widths for watdyodies are municipal reservoir shoreline protective areas such as
Weija Dam and Lake Bosomtwe covering 60 to 90 metres; major perennial rivers/streams such as the
Volta, Offin and Tano, 10 to 60 metres and streams within forest reserves, 10 to 50 metres.

4.2.9 Environmental Protection & Assessment Policies and Regulations

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Act, 1994 (Act 490)

This Act establishes and mandates the EPA to seek and request information on any undertaking that in
the opinion of the Agency cdmve adverse environmental effects and to instruct the proponent to take
necessary measures to prevent the adverse impaétse EPA Act, 1994 (Act 490) gave mandate to the
Agency to ensure compliance of all investments and undertakings with laid dowrornental
Assessment (EA) procedures in the planning and execution of development projects, including
compliance in respect of existing ones.

Part 1l of the Act 490 deals with pesticides control and management and this was formally an Act on its
own (ResticidesControl and Management Act of 1996, Act 528). This section of Acp#R(des the

rules for registration, pesticides classification, approval, clearangging disposing of and non
disclosure otonfidentialinformation, the grantingf licence Jabding and pesticides inspections.

The Environmental Assessment Regulations of 1999, LI 1652

The Environmental Assessment Regulations of 1999, LI 1652 enjoins any proponent or person to register
an undertaking with the Agency and obtain an EnvironmeR&imit prior to commencement of the
project. It indicates the EIA process and provides list of environmentally sensitive areas as well as
possible undertakings requiring EIA.

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@ctaber2014 Page43



SAL Consult Ltd Forestry Commission

National Environmental PolicfNEP), 2013

The NEP presents a road map to addr major environmental threats jeopardizing the natural and
common resource base of the country and has integrated the most urgent environmental concerns of
present time to provide clear strategies for overcoming existing hurdles. It validates the &trateg
Environmental Assessment (SEA) process as a tool for mainstreaming environment into all government
policies, programmes and projects.

National Climate Change Poli¢NCCP), 2013

The Policy is built on five systematic pillars: Governance arorddeation, Science, Technology and
Innovation, Finance, International Cooperation, Information Communication and Education and
Monitoring and Reporting. The objective of the Policy is togaiie and ensure an effective adaptation

in key sectors of the economy, such as agriculture and food security, natural resources management,
energy, industry and infrastructure among othefhie National Climate Change Policy Framework has
three objectives: low carbon growth, effective adaptation to climate change, and social development.

The environmental protection/climate change policies and regulations are consistent with REDD+
principles and objectives.

4.2.10 Investment, Employment,.abour,Safety, GenderLocal governmentChieftaincy and others

Generally, the identified laws reviewed under this section are not in conflict with forest sector laws or
REDD+ principles and objectives and will have an overall positive influence on REDD+.

National Employmen®olicy, 20122016

The National employment policy indicates that poverty is still high at about 28.5 per cent and that there
is a strong correlation between the employment situation and poverty. The unemployment rate of the
country increased from 2.Bercent in 1984 to an unacceptably high rate of 10.4 percent in 2000 before

declining to 3.6 percent in 2005/2006.

The policy states that the key source of demand for labour emanates from the productive sectors of the
economy, namely, agriculture, indugtand service. One of the key strategies of the employment policy
is to promote farm and norfarm rural employment through modernisation of agriculture, improving the
productivity of farmers and contract farming arrangements, promoting effective linkag@gekn farm

and nonfarm activitiesamong others.

Though forestry and tree plantation activities as key sources of employment and livelihoods are not
directly mentioned in the policgmployment issues are keyREDD+

National Gender and Children Pojic

The national gender and children policy is to ensure that women and children become critical
beneficiaries of all development plans and programmes. Two key strategies to achieve the policy
objective include sensitization on gender issues at all levats;Paomoting a Gender and Development
(GAD) approach that is based on the understanding of gender roles and social relations of women and
men as well as the Women in Development (WID) approach which focuses on women specifically.
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Ghana InvestmenPromotion Centre Act 1994, Act 478

The Ghana Investment Promotion Centre Act of 1994, Act 478 requires that the Ghana Investment
Promotion Centre, the Government Agency responsible for the encouragement, promotien, co
ordination of private investment ithe Ghanaian economy, must in its appraisal of proposed investment
LIN2E2SOGa 2NJ SYdSNILINAaSazr aXKFE@S NBIAFNR (2 Fye §°
and the measures proposed for the prevention and control of any harmful effecis ®t Sy A NPy YSy

Local Government Act 1993, Act 462

This Act establishes and regulates the local government system and gives authority to the RCC and the
District Assembly to exercise political and administrative power in the Regions and District, provide
guidance, give direction to, and supervise all other administrative authorities in the regions and district
respectively. The Assembly is mandated to initiate programmes for the development of basic
infrastructure and provide municipal works and serviasswvell as be responsible for the development,
improvement and management of human settlements and the environment in the district.

Local Government Service Act, 2003, Act 656

This Act establishes a Local Government Servisedore the effective admisiration and management

of local government in the countrifhe Service is to among other things:

(a) provide technical assistance to District Assemblies, and Regional Coordinating Councils to enable the
District Assemblies and the Regional-aZdinating @uncils effectively perform their functions and
discharge their duties in accordance with the Constitution and the L@oakrnment Act, 1993 (Act

462).

The Service comprises of persons holding -almtted public office in(a) Regional Cardinating
Councils,(b) District Assemblieqc) SubMetropolitan District Councils, Urban, Zonal, Town and Area
Councils(d)the Secretariat of the Service, ate) any other persons employed for the Service.

Chieftaincy Act 759f 2008

TheChieftaincy Law (A@59) of 2008, replaces the old Chieftaincy Law (Act 370) of. 19f@dovides for

the composition, membership and functions of the National House of Chiefs, Regional House of Chiefs,
Traditional and Divisional Councils, chieftaincy matters among othegghin

Factories, Offices and Shops Act, 1970 (Act 238)

The law mandates the Factories Inspectorate Department to register factories and ensure that
internationally accepted standards of providing safety, health and welfare of persons are adhered to. A
factory is defined to include any premise (in or out of a building) in which one or more persons are
employed in manual labour etcThe Act makes provision of among others, the notification of
accidents/dangerous occurrences including safe passages amiabention of fires etc.

The Act is skewed towards industrial or manufacturing or processing companies and does not provide
health and safety coverage for afforestation/ tree plantation activitiesere is need for a separate
health and safety policy fdhe forestry sector.

Social Security Law, 1991 (PNDCL. 247)
This Law establishes a trust fund to provide social protection to the working populi@tiovarious
contingencies such as old age, invalidity, and such other contingencies as may be spgcified
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Section 20 of the law indicates that the law shall apply to (a) every employer of an establishment and to
every worker employed therein; (b) every other employer and worker to whom the Social Security
Decree, 1972 (NRCD 127) applied immediatefpreethe commencement of this Law, and (c) all self
employed persons who opt to join the scheme.

National Pensions Act, 2008, Act 766
The Act aims to ensure retirement income security for all Ghanaian workers and the ultimate goal is the
creation of aunified pension structure and the introduction of a thréer pension scheme comprising:
1. First Tierg A mandatory basic social security scheme to be managed by SSNIT
2. Second Tie¢ A mandatory fullyfunded and privately managed occupational scheme
3. Third Ter ¢ A voluntary fullyfunded and privately managed provident fund and personal
pension scheme.

Under the Act, the worker contributes 5.5% of his/her basic salary and the employee adds 13% of the
g2N] SNDRa ol aAaod alfl NBX YI85%,yhaemployér 2hall rémit 235% withi p:" &
fourteen days after the end of each month to SSNIT. Subsequently, SSNIT also remits 2.5% out of the
Mo®dp: (2 DblidA2ylrf 1 SFHfGK Ly&adzaNIyOS ! dzikK2NAR(G& Obl
also remits5% out of the 18.5% to a Private Scheme Manager for the second tier. The first tier
mandatory scheme insures the worker against old age, invalidity, and death.

The Labour Act 2003, Act 651

The Act amends and consolidates laws relating to labour, empdpyeade unions and industrial
relations, and to the establishment of a National Labour Commis3iba.law spells out clearly the

rights and responsibilities of workers and employers thereby seeking to prevent industrial conflicts. The
law promotes colletive bargaining and makes adequate provision for tripartishe problem however

is the poor compliance and enforcegiei G Kl G KI a O KkHaddurQepiSINidniSSdRon DK | y |
118(1) of the Labour Act 2003 (Act 651) stipulates that it is the duty ehaployer to ensure that every

worker employed works under satisfactory, safe and healthy conditions.

Alternative Dispute Resolution Act 2010 (Act 798)

¢KS LlJzN1}2&asS 2F GKS 100 Aa (G2 AXXLINPOARS FT2N) (KS
customary arbitration, to establish an Alternative Dispute Resolution Centre and to provide for related
YFGGSNEPH ¢KS ' OG0 FdzNHKSNJ RSTAyYySa !''fGSNYyIFGAGS
methods of resolving disputes otherwise than througlkK Sy 2 NIV | f (Sedtidnl185). TANRORS & 4 €
Act covers both domestic and international arbitration in Ghana and the enforcement of both domestic

and foreign arbitral awards within the jurisdiction.

Under Section 1, Application, the Act states thlis Act applies to matters other than those that relate
to

(a)the national or public interest;

(b) the environment;

(c)the enforcement and interpretation of the Constitution; or

(d)any other matter that by law cannot be settled by an alternatlispute resolution method.
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The ADR Act does not apply to matters on the enwient as indicated in Section 1b. REDD+ should
push for amendment or inclusion of some environmental matters in the scope of application under ADR
with regard to REDD+ relatessues where necessary.

¢CKS / KAfRNByQa ! OG0 mdopdhyx ! OG pcn

The Act spells out the rights of the child, qdjaslicial/judicial child adjudication,
parentage/custody/access/maintenance, fosterage/ adoption and employment of children issues. The
Act defines ahild as a person below the age of 18 yedise minimum age for admission of a child to
employment is fifteen years and the minimum age for the engagement of a person in hazardous work is
eighteen years. No person shall engage a child in exploitativeidama Bbour is exploitative of a child

if it deprives the child of its health, education or development.

22N YSyQa [/ 2YLISyaliaAaz2y [F6Z mMdpyT
The law holds employers responsible for the payment of compensation to workmen for personal injuries
caused by accidents arising out and in the course of their employment.

The law is applicable to the forestry sector under Section | of this Law. Téteyfeextor is not immune
to accidents. It is an area which exposes its workers to a lot of risks and accidents continue to occur
within the sector.

Intestate Succession Law, PNDCL 111 (1985)

Section 2 (1) states that A person shall be deemed to havkidiestate under this Law if at the time of

his death he had not made a will disposing of his estate. The law makes provision for devolution of
estate for surviving spouse, surviving child, surviving parent as well as portion of the estate to be
devolvedin accordance with customary lawhe Law does not apply to any stool, skin or family
property. Currently, the Intestate Succession Law (Amendment) Bill is before Parliamérgender
based groups are advocating for the elimination of all forms of digcation against womenUnder

article 22 of the 1992 Constitution, an obligation is imposed on Parliament to enact legislation to
regulate the property rights of spousasd therefore the amendment is in the right direction

Ghana National Fire Service A@Q97
This act is to re@stablishethe Ghana National Fire Service to provide for the management of undesired
fires and to make provision for related matters.

The Fire Precaution (Premises) Regulations 2003, LI 1724
The Fire Precaution (Premises) Regulations 2003 (LI 1724) requires all premises intended for use as
workplaces to have Fire Certificates.

Control of Bush Fires Law of 1983 (PNDCLsééks to control the setting of bush fires by criminalizing
the intentional, reckless, or negligent causing of such fires and holding the offender liable for all
consequences of the fire.

Control and Prevention of Bushfire law, PNDCL 229

{SOGA2Y H RSTAYSa Apelisinlstads & jushfir@ ifan actiod okzthét peksdiiBesudis in
the uncontrolled burning of a farm, forest or grasslaithe Chief Conservator of Forests or the Chief
Game and Wildlife Officer may authioe saring of fires by authored officers in Conservation Areas
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under section 4. In each district a Bushfire Control Subcommittee shall be established in accordance
with section 5. The Subcommittee may makeldys for the control of bushfires, indicate burgin
seasons, draw up burning programmes set up bushfire control units and take other measures specified
in section 6. Other sections concern duties of private parties and the National Fire Service in respect of
bushfire control.The National Fire Servicerssponsible, on the coming into force of this Act, for the
training of town, area and unit fire volunteer squads.

Ghana Meteorological Agency Act 2004, Act 687

This ACT establishes the Ghana Meteorological Agency, which replaces the Meteor&egitzs
Department. The Agency is to provide meteorological information, advice, and warnings for the benefit
of agriculture, civil and military @&ation among others to mitigate the effects of natural disasters such as
floods, storms and droughts on soeconomic development and project3he Agency is key to
providing accurate date on climatic data which are relevant for establishing climate change trends.

4.3 Institutional Framework

The mgor institutions with significant influence or involvement with RBD related activities are
described belw.

4.3.1 Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources

The Ministryhas the oversight responsibility for the land and natural resources sector and its functions
include: Policy formulation, Gardination, Monitoring and EvaluationValidation of Policies,
Programmes and Bjects, Supervision of Sector Departments and Adesicand Negotiations with
Development Partners.

The Ministry'saims and objectiveare:

1 Develop and manage sustainable lands, forest, wildlife and mineral resources;

1 To facilitate equitable access, benefit sharing from and security to land, forest ametaini
resources;

1 Promote public awareness and local communities participation in sustainable forest, wildlife and
land use management and utilization;

1 To review, update, harmonise and consolidate existing legislation and policies affecting land,
forest ard mineral resources;

1 To promote and facilitate effective private sector participation in land service delivery, forest,
wildlife and mineral resource management and utilization;

1 Develop and maintain effective institutional capacity and capability at the national, regional,
district and community levels for land, forest, wildlife and mineral service deligedy;

1 Develop and research into problems of forest, wildlifeneral resouces and land use.

MLNR is the sector Ministry to which the Forestry Commission repofsalt I f 82 NB&aLR Yy aAof
Forest Investment Program (FIP). MLNR will serve orPth® I NI} YQ& / 22 NRAY I GA2Y
Committee to ensure integration witRIP projects and related activities.
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4.3.2 Ministry of Finance (MoF)

The Ministry is responsible for:

Mobilization of external and internal resources

Allocation of resourcegto all sectors of the economy

Ensuring sustainability of public debt

Preparation andmplementation of the annual budget and economic and financial statement of
Government

Management of public expenditure

Development and implementation of financial sector policies

= =4 =4 =4
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spendingand will beresponsible for the overall financial administration of the program. MoF is the
sector ministry to which Cocoa Board reports. It is the Chair of the Technical Coordination Committee
Plus (TCC+), which oversees titatural Resource Environmental Governance (NREG) program that has
links to the REDD+.

4.3.3 Forestry Commission

The Forestry Commission of Ghana is responsible for the regulation of utilization of forest and wildlife
resources, the conservation and managemafitthose resources and the coordination of policies
related to them. The Commission embodies the various public bodies and agencies that were
individually implementing the functions of protection, management, the regulation of forest and wildlife
resources. These agencies currently form the divisions of the Commission:

1 Forest Services DivisigRSD)
Wildlife Division
Timber Industry Development Divisi¢hlDD)
Wood Industries Training Cent(€orestry Commission Training School)
Resource Management Support CentirMSC)

= =4 -4 =4

The Climate Change Unit, established in 2007 as a unit of the Commission has a ntamdateage
forestry-sector initiatives related to climate change mitigation, including REDD+. It hosts the National
REDD+ Secretariat and serves as the National REDD+ focal point

It is the aim of the Commission to be a corporate body of excellence in the sudtaievelopment
management and utilization of Ghana's forest and wildlife resources meeting both national and global
standards for forest and wildlife resource conservation and development.

4.3.4 Lands Commission

The LandsCommission manages public lands and any other lands vested in the President by the
Constitution or by any other enactment or the lands vested in the CommissiorCdinenissioradvises

the Government, local authorities and traditional authorities on theigypolframework for the
development of particular areas to ensure that the development of individual pieces of land is co
ordinated with the relevant development plan for the area concerned.
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The ©mmission formulate and submis to Government recommendatianon national policy with
respect to land use and capability; ambs/ion, and assist in the execution of, a comprehensive
programme for the registration of title to land throughout the Republ@urrently, the @Gmmission has
the following divisions:

1 Surveyand Mapping

1 Land Registratian

1 Land Valuationand

9 Publicand Vested Lands Management.

4.3.5 Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands (OASL)

The functions of the Office of the Administrator of Stool Lands as provided for under Article 267(2) of

the 1992 Caostitution and Sections 2, 9 and 10 of Act 481 of 1994 are:

w Establishment of a Stool Lands account for each stool into which shall be paid all rents, dues,
royalties, revenue or other payments whether in the nature of income or capital from stool lands.

w Collection of stool lands revenue and accounting for same to the beneficiaries.

w Disbursement of stool land revenue to beneficiaries in the proportion of 25% to the Stool through
the traditional authority, 20% percent to the traditional authority and 55%he district assembly
within the area of authority of which the stool land is situated

w Consultation with stools and other traditional authorities on matters relating to the administration
and development of stool lands.

w Coordination with Lands Commissi@md other relevant Public Agencies and other stakeholders in
preparing policy framework for the rational and productive development of stool lands.

w Facilitation of the establishment of Land Secretariats for traditional authorities.

w Research into stool lahissues and collection and storage of relevant information and data on stool
lands and making same available.

4.3.6 Minerals Commission (MC)

In broad terms, the responsibility vested with theifdral Commissionis to oversee regulation and
managementof the utilization of the mineral resources of Ghana, and teocdinate the policies in
relation tothem. The main functions of the MC include the following:

w Formulate recommendations of national mining policies and monitor their implementation

w Monitor the operations of all bodies or establishments with responsibility for minerals and

report to the Minister;

w Receive and assess development agreements relating to minerals and report to Parliament;

w Secure comprehensive data collection on national mineral resources; and

w Perform such other functions as the Minister may assign to it.

A foremost responsibility of the MC is the administration of minerals rights. For this purihes&)C

maintains a cadastral system and a register of mineral rights. The various miningime@l permits

include reconnaissance license, prospecting license, and mining lease. detisabns in matters of
mineral rights are taken by the Minister of Mining, but only afecommendation of the MC.

For the promotion and administration of Sih&cale Mining, the MC maintains District Offices. The
control of illegal small scale mining activitiespularly known as galamsey a national security issue.
The nationhas been overwhelmed by tBe galamseyactivities andsuccessivgovernmentshave not
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been able to bring it under control or get rid of it. The recent Presidential Task Force has however,
brought some success to the control of galamsey activities since 2012 but only time will tell with regard
to its sustainability.The effective controlof galamsey activities will require the involvement and
collaboration of all stakeholders especially the traditional authorities and district assemblies.

4.3.7 Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation

The overall objective of the ministrytis ensure accelerated socEconomic development of the nation
through the formulation of sound policies and a regulatory frame work to promote the use of
appropriate environmentally friendly, scientific and technological practices and techniques.

4.3.8 Envirmmental Protection Agency

As the law stipulates, the EPA is statutorily mandated to ensure that the implementation of all
undertakings do not harm the environmerithe Agency has eleve(ill) regional officeswhich are
accessible and staffed and equipped to perform its functions. It is expected thairsjdrtsthat will
require the preparation of Elvill abide by statutory requirements and the implementing institutions
will liaise sufficiently with the Agency ensure compliance.The EPA is the National Focal Point for
Climate Change and is responsible for all national communications to the UNFCCC.

4.3.9 FORIG

Forestry Research Institute of GhafDRIGis one of the 13 institutes of the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR). By Act of Parliament (Act 405) the Institute was transferred from the CSIR to
the Forestry Commission in 198 1993, by another Act of Parliament (Act 453) the Institute was
reverted to the CSIRhe goals of the Institute @hude to:
1. Conduct high quality usdocused forestry research that generates scientific knowledge and
appropriate technologies.
2. Disseminate forestry related information for the improvement of the social, economic and
environmental weHbeing of the Ghanarapeople.
3. To enhance the sustainable development, conservation and efficient utilisation of Ghana's forest
resources.
4. To foster stronger linkages through collaborative research across disciplines among its scientists,
stakeholders and external Institutions

The Institute has research centres in 5 research stations strategically located in one or more ecological
zones of the countrg Benso in the wet/moist evergreen zone in the Western Region, Kubease, Amantia
and Abofour respectively in the moist sedeciduousN/E, moist semdeciduosS/E and dry semi
deciduous in the Ashanti Region; and Bolgatanga in the northern savanna.

4.3.10 COCOBOBNd CRIG

Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) is directly under the Minisitry of Finance famgtibas of COCOBOD

centre on theproduction, research, extension, internal and external marketing and quality control. The
functions are classified into two main sectors; fAegvest and Podharvest. The Preharvest Sector
functions are performed by the Cocoa Research Institute of G@RAG), the Seed Production Unit

(SPU) and the Cocoa Swollen Shoot Virus Disease Control Unit (CSSVDCU) deal with fundamental issue:
on actual cocoa production at the farm gate level.
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The Posharvest Sector functions are undertaken by the Quality Comdieision (QCD) and the Cocoa
Marketing Company (CMC) Limitethe Posharvest activities of COCOBOD start with quality control
measures of QCD which farmers must observe to facilitate the acceptance of their produce at the buying
centres by the licenseluying companies engaged in internal marketing of cocoa at the time.

CRIG is the research wing and a division of COCOB®. DQ& NBaSI NOK LRt AoOe
underpinned by the following outcomes:

1 Increase productivity

1 Facilitationof environmenta sustainability

1 Adaptation of farming practices to climate change
1 Farmer<dind/ w L mDd2dated crops attractive

4.3.11 Ministry of Food and Agriculture

The Ministry of Food and Agriculture is the ministry responsible for the development and growth of
agriculture in the country. The primary roles of this ministry are the formulation of appropriate
agricultural policies, planning and coordination, monitoring and evaluation within the overall economic
development. The Ghana Irrigation Authority (GIDAS} fahder this ministryMoFA mandate relating to
forestry include provision of extension services on dgrestry and tree crops.

4.3.12 Water Resources Commission (WRC)

The Water Resources Commission (WRC) was established by an Act of Parliament (Act @29

the mandate to regulate and manage Ghana's Water Resources amdiicate government policies in

relation to them. The Act stipulates that ownership and control of all water resources are vested in the

President on behalf of the peopl&he funcions of the WRC as established undet 222 among other

things are to:

1 Formulate and enforce policies in water resources conservation, development and management in
the country;

1 Coordinate the activities of the various agencies (public and private) endévelopment and
conservation of water resources;

9 Enforce, in collaboration with relevant agencies, measures to control water pollatizh;

1 Be responsible for appraising water resources development project proposals, both public and
private, before imptmentation.

4.3.13 Ministry of Energy

The Ministry of Energy is responsible for formulating, monitoring and evaluating policies, programmes
and projects in the energy sector. Itirssolved with the promotion othe development of small and
medium scale hydro pogr projects onthe Pra Rver in particular. It is also involved with the
implementation of the National Electrification Scheme (NES) which seeks to extend the reach of
electricity to all communities in the long term.
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4.3.14 Energy Commission

The Energy Commissiaend the Public Utilities and Regulatory Commission (PURC) regulate the
electricity supply industry. The Energy Commission, in addition to being responsible for technical
regulations in the power sector, also advises the Minister for Energy on mattetingeta energy
planning and policy.

4.3.15 Ghana National Fire Service

The objective of the Service is to prevent and manage undesired fire. For the purpose of achieving its
objective, the Service shall organise public fire education programmes to create dath awgareness

of the hazards of fire, and heighten the role of the individual in the prevention of fire; provide technical
advice for building plans in respect of machinery and structural layouts to facilitate escape from fire,
rescue operations and firmanagement.

The GNFS has the rural fire department which is expected to take care of bush/wild fires. However, the
department has not performed effectively especially in the three northern regions where bush/wild fires
are ripe due to lack of logistics @or funds.

4.3.16 NADMO

The National Disaster Management OrganisatiADMQ seeks to enhance the capacity of society to
prevent and manage disasters and to improve the livelihood of the poor and vulnerable in rural
communities through effective disaster management, social mobilisation and employment generation.
Thestrategic objetives of NADMO include:
f To improve Human and Institutional Capacity.
1 To promote Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Change Risk Management through the
establishment of National and Regional Platforms for all Stakeholders.
1 To strengthen Disastdtrevention and Response Mechanisms.
f To linkb ! 5 a hDisaster Prevention and Management Programmes to the GPRS and re
afforestation through effective social mobilisation for disaster prevention and poverty
reduction.

NADMO functions under a National se@eat, ten (10) Regional secretariats, two hundred and forty
three (243) Metropolitan, Municipal and District secretariat and over nine hundred (900) Zonal offices
throughout the country.

4.3.17 Ghana Meteorological Agency Act, 2004, Act 682

The object of the Agrey is to provide meteorological services in the country and ensure the operation
and maintenance of international standards and practices in metdmgy in the countryThe Agencys

to

(a) advise the Goverment on meteorology generally;

(b) issue weather forecasts for the safe operation of@aft, ocean going vessels, oil rigs and other
sociceconomic activities;

(c) provide meteorological information, advice, and warnings for the benefit of agriculture, civil and
military aviation, surfae and marine transport, opeittonal hydrology and management of energy and
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water resources to mitigate the effects of natural disasters such as floods, storms and droughts on
socioeconomic development and projects

4.3.18 Ministry of Justice and Attorney Genal

The objectives of the Ministry are
1 To formulate Policies, Monitor and Evaluate for the fair and efficient operation of the legal
systems.
1 To revise, reform and replace laws for the realisation of the policy objectives of Government
with regards tdNational and Social growth.
Broaden the scope of legal aid services.
To develop and provide the requisite legal and paralegal manpower.
To accelerate the disposal of criminal prosecution.
To improve crime prevention and public accountability in giiésation and management of the
nation's financial and resources.
1 To heighten public awareness of the nation's law and statues and publish the official law
reports.

=A =4 =8 =4

The Ministry will be involved in drafting of bills and revision of laws for the réializaf REDD+ policy
objectives and also play a key role in dispute resolution and passing judgement on forest offences.

4.3.19 Local Government Authorities

The Regional Coordinating Council (RCC) and the District Assembly (DA) are responsible for the overall
development of the region and district respectively and their functions include: to prepare and submit
development plans and budgets to superior institutions for approval and implementation. These
institutions were set up by an Act of Parliament, to serveéhasplanning authority for the region and

district respectively.

The current local government structure or the district assembly system is established by two main Acts,
namely Act 462 and Act 480. Both Act 462 and Act 480 designate the District/MuMeitapolitan
Assembly as the planning authority, charged with the overall development of the district. Both Acts
provide that local people (communities) must participate in the formulation of the District Development
Plan.

A key feature of this AssemiBystem is the involvement of communities or zones or whole villages who
elect their representatives (Assemblymen) to the Assembly. The structure of the Assembly comprises
Unit Committees which are usually formed at the community levels, and the Urban/AoganCouncils.

With regard to environmental management at the district level, the District Environmental Management

Committees (DEMC) has been set up by law (Act 462) to among other things:

1 promote and provide guidelines for the establishment of communievel environmental
committees to put into effect the environmental programmes of the Assembly in the community;

1 Plan and recommend to the DA, strategies and activities for the improvement and protection of the
environment with emphasis on fragile andséive areas, river courses etc.
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4.3.20 Traditional Authorities/ National House of Chiefs

Traditional authorities encompass chiefs or traditional rulers, and traditional counciShéma, the
traditional authority system comprises:

w Chiefs;

w Queen Mothers;

w Linguists;

w Family/lineage/clan heads;

w I SIR 2F WrHalT2Q O02YLI yASaT |yR
w Priests and priestesses.

In precolonial times, traditional authorities constituted the axis for the exercise of execulgigis|ative
and judicial powers. Traditional authorities arew largely the custodians of theaditions and customs
of their subjects. Chiefs (or other traditional rulers) have important esle€ustodians of communal land
and exercise traditional authority over people living withieir areas.

Forestryhas had drerse impacts oiraditional authority systems, especially as they relate to authority
over land. The regulatiorallocation and management of land have been a responsibility and right of
traditional authorityand structures. Chiefs are recipients of part of royalfiem the forestry sectoand

land rent payable imprivate tree plantationoperations. Traditional councils, who assist the chiefs, also
receive a share of royaltieSraditional authorities are keylayers in decisiomaking Traditional
authorities sit on important boards such as the Forestry Commission board and the National REDD
Working Group.

The 1992 constitution under Article 270@)d the Chieftaincy Act 200guarantees the institution of
chieftaincy togetherwith its traditional councils as established by customary law and usage. The
Constitution alsomakes provision for an elaborate system of House of Chiefs. This includes several
traditional and divisionatouncils, each of which eleatsembers to one of ten Regional Houses of Chiefs
(RHCs), anthen five members from each RHCs to the National House of Chiefs.

4.3.21 The Private Sector

Timber Industry

International and national private investors and entrepreneurs form an essential pillar of the
development of the Ghanaian economy. Two major groups in the forestry sector include the Ghana
Timber Association (GTA), which is made up of loggedsthe Ghana Timber Millers Organisation
(GTMO), which comprises of the milling and export companies.seThedies are managed on daily
basis by an elected executive committee headed by an elected President. Other players in the industry
include the Furniture and Wood Workers Association of Ghana (FAWAGJisimgof a wide range of
members from small wood @rkers to large furniture companies. Theaee also the retailers of lumber

in the domestic market forming the Domestic Lumber Traders Association (DOLTA).

Generally, investors and entrepreneurs focus on the breaking even of their investmentsheand
generation of profits in relation to financial risks, rather than on sustainability. Mechanisms to promote
responsible entrepreneurship such @imber processing and standard setting for the timberusily,
which urge companies tminimise wastage ah alsocomply with environmental normseed to be
developed for the timber industry.
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Cocoa Industry

The major groups of interest include:

The Ghana Cocoa Coffee and SheaFarmers Association (COCOSHE)
Cocoa Abrabopa Association (CAA)

Kuapa Kokoo

The Ghana Cocoa Platform

Private License Buying Companies

= =4 =4 =4 A

The Ghana Cocoa Coffee and SheaFarmers Association

The Ghana Cocoa, coffee and Sheafarmers association is the parent body for cocoa, coffee and
sheanut farmers in the country. It wagfficially founded in 1980 during the reign of Dr Hilla Limann to
campaign for better price of the crops.

Cocoa Abrabopa Association

The notfor-profit Cocoa Abrabopa Association (CAA) was officially established in 2008 after being
piloted at Bunso Nkwaa in the Western Region of Ghana two years earlier. It is an association of cocoa
farmers seeking a better life by using the CAA input and guidance package. The concept started as a
farmers program with an input package recommended by the Cocoa Resaatithté of Ghana. The
Faa20AF GA2yaQ KSI Rl ddoNdifis Mihe GehtralfR2gidbh of Shanal tiie héadzgt| & |
the cocoa growing regions. Cocoa Abrabopa Association works closely with the Ghana Cocoa Board
(COCOBOD).

Kuapa Kokoo
When intenal marketing of cocoa was liberalized in Ghana, a group of farmers led by Nana Frimpong

l 9NBONBA&S SadGrof AaKSR YdzZh LI Y2122 Fa | TFFNY¥SNRA
UK. Two years later, the union received its first Fairtrade fastion. The cooperative works at
improving the social, economic and political wellbeing of its members. Kuapa Kookoo simply means
Good Cocoa Farming. Kuapa Kokoo seeks to develop itself into a formidable-fasedrorganisation
capable of mobilising ity cocoa products, improving the livelihood of members and satisfying
customers. The headffice is located in Kumasi, Ashanti Region.

The Ghana Cocoa Platform

The Ghana Cocoa Platform is an avenue created by the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) with other
supporting stakeholders to provide convening and coordination on technical issues beyond the topic of
extension and into other thematic areas of the cocoa sectat thould benefit from a public private
partnership approach to cocoa development. The goal of the Platform is to boost sustainable production

in Ghana’s cocoa sector through enhanced partnership and cooperation among stakeholders. The
platform, through pl@ary sessions provides opportunities for a wider inclusion of sector stakeholders to
discuss a mirage of issues that will have a positive impact on the Ghanaian cocoa sector. The Platform is
to be led by COCOBOD, with UNDP providing technical advicikatiaciland organization support to

set up and run the platform.

Private License Buying Companies (LBCs)

COCOBOD license private companies to purchase cocoa harvest from individual farmers at sanctioned
price and conditions. The LBCs e.g. Olam, Armajagioothers, however, provide numerous services to

the farmers in their license area, including extension services, inputs, and guidance on application of
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agrochemicals. The promotion aftégrated Pest Management and other sustainable practideg the
LBG is an important element of the overall national effort to advaremlogically friendly cocoa
productionin Ghana.

4.3.22 NGOsCivil society

There are quite a number of NGOs/Civil society groups both national and internatioBakima,and

can be found operating in all the ten regionstioé country in one way or the other. Their activities cut
across exploitation of natural resources (forestry, mining), agriculture especially the cocoa subsector,
protection of water bodies to climate eimge issuesThese NGOs or civil society groups have advocated
for good governance in the natural resource sector, transpareregpect for human rights, fairness,
accountability etc.

Within the NGO group alone, there are over seventy (70) registered NGOs (TBI,&fi@8)elevant
international NGOs operating within the forestry sector andoiclimate change related issues include
IUCN, TBI, SNV, Solidaridad, Conservation AlliaxtamQand Nature Conservation Research Center
(NCRC)At the community level one can identify such civil sociegroups aslocal forest users,
traditional authorities (chiefs/landowners)s 2 YSy Q& 3ANRdzLJA> Kdzy i SNE | YR
collectors suclas herbalists whose livelihoods depend on forests.

Several civil society coalitions and platforiaa® also emerging. A key example is fherest Watch
Ghana,which claimsa representation of civil society interests in ensuriggod governance in the
forestry sector. For example, under the FLEGT VPA process, the Forest Watch Ghana represents the civil
society stakeholders in the VPA Steering committee and is consulted regularly on developments with
respect to implementation of the VRMarfo, E., E. Dansand S.K. Nketiah. 2013)

Other groups that can be classified under CSOs include research and academic institutions such as
KNUST, FORIG, UENR; professional bodies such Ghana Institute of Foresters; Religious associations
trade unions among others.

4.3.23 Development Partners

Development partners play a key role in the general development of the country by providing funding
required to support the implementation of policies/plans/programmes/projects across almost all the
sectors including forestry, which sadeen greatly influenced by donor support. Th&itateral and
multilateral donorsce.g. World Bank AfDBetc not only provide funding but also ensure that the
implementation of the interventions satisfy their prescribed environmental and social safegaard
requirements or standards.

4.4 World Bank Safe Guards Policies

¢KS . Fy1Qa G4Sy alF¥S3dza NR LR{tAOASAE NS RSAAIYSR i
environmentally and socially sustainable, and thus improve deeisiaking.¢ K S . | grdtihal h LJ
Policies (OP) are meant to ensure thhé Bank does not finance projects that will have irreversible

major adverse impacts or causggnificantharmto the people The Safeguard Policies are lumped into
Environment, Rural Development, Social @epment and International Law. These operational policies
include:
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OP/BP 4.01: Environmental Assessment
OP/BP 4.04: Natural Habitats

OP 4.09: Pest Management

OP/BP 4.12: Involuntary Resettlement
OD 4.20: Indigenous Peoples

OPN 11.03: Cultural Property

OP4.36: Forests

OP/BP 4.37: Safety of Dams
OP/BP 7.50: Projects on international Waters
OP/BP 7.50: Projects in Disputed Areas

LR GSYyGAl ¢

FT2NJ (1KS4&aS$S

presented below iTable4.2.

Table4.2:

World BankSafeguardPolicies

al ¥S83dz NR

Forestry Commission

L2 f A OA Sa

No

World Bank
Safeguard Policy

Summary of core requirements

Potential for
under

mechanism

Trigger
REDD+

oP
Environmental
Assessment

4.01

Screen early fopotential impacts and select appropriat
instrument to assess, minimise and mitigate potentig
adverse impacts.
In World Bank operations, the purpose of Environmer
Assessment is to improve decision making, to eng
that project options undeiconsideration are sound an
sustainable, and that potentially affected people ha
been properly consulted.

Triggered

OP 4.04: Natural
Habitats

To promote environmentally sustainable developme
by supporting the  protection, conservatiol
maintenance and rehabilitation of natural habitats an
their functions.

Use a precautionary approach to natural resour
management to ensure opportunities fq
environmentally sustainable development. Determine
project benefits substantially outweigh potenti
environmental costs.

Triggered

OP 4.36: Forest

The objective is to realize the potential of forests
reduce poverty in a sustainable manner, integrg
forests  effectively into  sustainable economn
development, and protect the vital local and glok
environmental services and values of forests.

Ensure that forest restoration projects maintain
enhance biodiversity and ecosystem functionality g
that all plantation projects are environmental
appropriate, socially beneficial and economically viabl

Triggered

OP 4.09:
Management

Pes]

Support integrated approaches to pest manageme
Identify pesticides that may be financed under t
project and develop appropriate pest management p
to address risks.

If pesticides have to be used in crop protection or in
fight against vectoborne disease, the Barnfkinded
project should include a Pest Management Plan (PN

prepared by the borrower, either as a staatbne

Triggered (under
Strategic option M: of
improving  productivity
of farmlands is adopted)

Final SESReport_ SESA for REDD+ Mechanism in Gl@ctaber2014

Pageb8



SAL Consult Ltd

Forestry Commission

document or as part of an Environmental Assessment|

5 OP 4.11: Physica
Cultural Resources

Investigate and inventoréscultural resources potentiall
affected. Include mitigation measures when there g
adverse impacts on physical cultural resources or avo
possible

Likely (but can be
handled under OP 4.01)

6 OoP
Involuntary
Resettlement

4.12:

Assist displaced persons in their effort to improve or
least restore their standards of living. Avoid resettlemé
where feasible or minimise. Displaced persons shg
share in project profits.

The policy aims to avoid involuntary resettlement to t
extent feasible, or to minimize and mitigate its advel
social and economic impacts.

The policy prescribes compensation and otk
resettlement measures to achieve its objectives g
requires that lorrowers prepare adequate resettlemer
planning instruments prior to Bank appraisal of propos
projects.

Likely (under Strategic
Options

-F: Mitigate effects of
agricultural  expansior
(particularly cocoa in the
HFZ)

-D: Address
unsustainable timber
harvesting by supporting
sustainable supply of
timber to meet export
and domestic / regional
timber demand
-H.Improve
sustainability of fuel
wood use

7 oP 4.10:
Indigenous Peoples

Screen to determine presence wofdigenous peoples if
project area. Policy triggered whether potential impa
are positive or negative. Design mitigation measures
0SySTAaila GKI G NBFt SO
preferences.

Not triggered

8 OP 4.37: Safety o
Dams

Requires thatexperienced and competent professiona
design and supervise construction, and that t
borrower adopts and implements dam safety measu
through the project cycle.

The policy distinguishes between small and large di
by defining small dams as thos®rmally less than 14
meters in height. Large dams are 15 meters or mor
height..

Not triggered

9 OP 7.50: Projects
on International
Waterways

Ascertain whether riparian agreements are in place, ¢
ensure that riparian states are informed of and dot
object to project interventions.

Not triggered

10 | OP 7.60: Projects ir

Disputed Areas

Ensure that claimants to disputed areas have

objection to proposed project.

Unlikely

4.5

IFC Performance Standards

In 2006, IFC started to apply Performance Standards on social and environmental sustainability to all its
investments.About 75 banks following the Equator Principles are applying standards based on IFC's
Performance Standards. IFC has recently updatedettf&andards in a mulgiear, extensive and global
stakeholder process. This has resulted in a state of the art sa@qaicy, entering into force in
January 2012. Clients are obliged to comply with these performance standards, or if they lack full
compiance to commit to a stepwise approach toward compliance.

L C Pdpfarmance Standards are:
a. Assessment and management of environmental and social risks and impacts;
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b. Labour and working conditions;

c. Resource efficiency and pollution prevention;

d. Community health safety and security;

e. Land acquisition and involuntary resettlement;

f. Biodiversity conservation and sustainable management of living natural resources;
g. Indigenous people&nd

h. Cultural heritage.

The IFC performance stards are generally consistent with the World Bank safeguard policies.
4.6 Environmental Assessment in Ghana

4.6.1 EIA Procedures and Activities

The EPA Act 1994 (Act 490) provides for the establishment of an Environmental Protection Agency with
functions among2  KSNB > (2 WIR@GAaAS (GKS YAYAAGSN 2y (GKS
SY@ANRYYSY(ld YR AY LI NILGAOdzZ NI YFE1S NBO2YYSYyRLF (A
other parts of the Act include Enforcement and Control which gives poweghgtdgency to request for

an EIA; Part three establishes an Environment Fund and finally Part four describes the administration
and general provisions of the Act.

Part 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations, 1999 LI 1652 on Environmental Pscrnibese
undertakinggequiring registration and issuance of environmental permit, as:

(1). No person shall commence any of the undertakings specified in Schedule 1 to these Regulations or
any undertaking to which a matter in the Schedule relates, unlegs o the commencement, the
undertaking has been registered by the Agency and an environmental permit has been issued by the
Agency in respect of the undertaking.

(2). No person shall commence activities in respect of any undertaking which iopthien of the

Agency has or is likely to have adverse effect on the environment or public health unless, prior to the
O02YYSyOSYSyilz GKS dzyRSNIF{Ay3 KIFIa 0SSy NBIAAalGSNE

The procedures establish an EIA processamong others, provide enough relevant information to
enable the EPA to set an appropriate level of assessment of any proposed undertaking, investment or
programme for the necessary review and to facilitate the decision making process for the EIA bBpprova
The procedures comprise activities such as project Registration, Screening, Scoping, EIS preparation, and
Public hearing. The procedures are statutorily recognised under the EPA Act 1994 (Act 490).

Upon submission of the completed Forms, the EPA wilen the project to determine what level of
environmental assessment is required. There are three main levels of assessment and these are:
8 No reporting or permitting required;
§ Preliminary environmental report required; and
§ Full environmental impact assasent report required.

In the simplest case, that is where impacts are minor and negligible, no environmental reporting is
required after registration of the project with the EPA. The second level of assessment is where the
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impacts are considered minimaand the EPA may then require a Preliminary EnvironmeR&port
(PER) to be produced.

With the third level where detailed studies are needed to appreciate impacts, a full scale EIA is required.
The detailed EIA studies in this case is preceded wittpteparation of a Scoping report to the EPA
outlining the terms of reference for the EIA study.

The EPA has a list of development projects for which full EIAs are mandatory. Agricultural projects of
40ha and above are identified with the list. In all caghe EPA grants the environmental permit to the
proponent after payment of the appropriate processing and permit fees. The EPA will notify the
proponent on the amount to be paid as processing and or permit fees.
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5.0 GHANABASELINEONDITION

This chapter pesents theNatural Resources/Natural Environme®ociecultural and Economic baseline
information.

5.1 Natural Resources/Natural Environment
5.1.1 Geography

Ghana has a total border of 2,093 km, including 548 km with Burkina Faso to the north, 688 km with
Coted'lvoire to the west, and 877 km with Togo to the east. It has a coastline on the Gulf of Guinea, part
of the Atlantic Ocean, measuring 539 km. It has an area of 239,540 sq km.

5.1.2 Climatic ©nditions

The climate of Ghana is influenced by the movement of &ivanasses; Northeast Trade Winds and the
Southwest Monsoons. These air masses determine the rainfall pattern over the region. The northeast
trade winds are dry, cool and dulstden and are known as the harmattan and usually affect Ghana from
November toFebruary. The southwest monsoon winds are moisture laden winds which tend to bring
rains between Marchluly/SeptembefOctober for the southern sector (i.e. from the coast to Brong
Ahafo) and MaySeptember for the northern sector (i.e. Upper East/West amdtiern Regions)The

mean annual rainfall of Ghana is showrFigure5.1.

Wet/Moist Evergreen @hatic zone

The High Rain Forest is found in the sewtstern part of thecountry. The annual rainfall of this zone is
between 1,700 and 2,100 mand thereare two rainy seasons. The soils are heavily leached and fertility
is relatively low. The major crops grown are oil palm, rubber, coconut, baranas, plantains and
cocoyam.

The wet semiequatorial climatic zone

The Ashanti and Eastern regions andtud the Volta, Central and Brong Ahafo regions fall within this
climatic zone and is charactegiz by two rainfall maxima. The mean annual rainfall lies between
1200mm and 2000mm. The first rainy season is from May to June with the heaviest rains whilane

the second season starts in September and ends in October. The highest mean monthly temperature of
about 30C occurs between March and April, and the lowest of abodC2& August. The average
monthly relative humidity is highest (75%0%) duringhe two rainy seasons and lowest (7080%)

during the rest of the year.

The Dry equatorial zone

The southern parts of the Volta and Centald Gt. Accr&egions are within this climatic region, which

also has two rainfall maxima but the dry seasons m@e marked and the mean annual rainfall is
considerably less, ranging from 700mm to 900mm. This region is the driest in Ghana. The temperatures
are similar to the wet semiquatorial reported above. Relative humidity is highest in the rainy season,
but the highest average monthly relative humidity in this climatic zone varies within a relatively limited
range of 60% at the lowest to a maximum of 75%.
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Figureb.1: Mean Annual Rainfall
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The tropicakontinental or savannah zone

The tropical continental zone or savannah zone has a single rainy season from May to October followed
by a prolonged dry season. The mean annual rainfall is about 2000mm to 1150mm. The mean monthly
temperatures vary from abou86°C in March to about 2T in August. Relative humidity is high during

the rainy season (70% to 90%) but may fall to as low as 20% during the dry season.

5.1.3 Water Resources

5.1.3.1 Surface Water Systems

There are three main surface water systems draining the country comprisingotteeriver system (70%

of the land area of Ghaj&omprises of Black/White Volta, Oti river, Afram, river, Volta Lake/Upper
Volta and Lower Volta; Southwestern river systemf2# the land area of Ghaj@omprises of Bia,

Tano, Ankobra and Pra (also made up of Birim and Offin rivers) river basins; and coastal river systems
(8%o0f the land area of Ghanaomprises of Densu, Ayensu, Qélmisa, OchNakwa, Kakum and Odaw

river basins. The areas covered by the respective river basins are described ihathle 5.1. Recent

reports for example (GEF/ UNEP, 2010) have however considered Takdzimsin which is located to

the south east of the Lower Volta basin in Togo and Ghanpa#sof the Volta river systemrlhe
administration regions and districts within the respective river basins are listédhie5.2.

The Volta River Basin being transboundary, has a total surface of approximately 400°G0ailcovers

FADBS O2dzy iNASasx ylYStes . dz2NJAYyl Claz2sz DKFylFX ¢2:
basin lies in Burkina Faso and Ghana. The other international rivers are the Tano and Bia rivers. These
take their sources from Ghanaafdf 2 ¢ Ay (2 /2GS RQLG2ANB® wABSNI hi
flows into the Volta.The drainage map of Ghana is showikigure5.2.

Average rainfall over the country is about 1,260 mm/ year, but ranges from 890 mm/year in the coastal
zone nea Accra to 2,030 mm/year in the southwestern rainforesteking the south east/coastal zone
near Accra the driest part of the countr¥he rainfall is binodal in the southwestern forest zone, giving

a major and a minor growing season; elsewhere, anundal distribution gives a single growing season
from May to October. Except for the southwestern zone, the reliability of the rainfall, particularly after
crop germination, is a major factor affecting crop growth and agriculture in general.

Table5.1: Catchment area of main river basins
River basin Area in Ghang Percent in Area outside Total area
(Kn?) Ghana (% Ghana (Krf) (Kn?)
1.0 Volta River System 176,751 43.1 233,054 409,805
1.1 | Black Volta 35,107 23.6 113,908 149,015
1.2 White Volta 45,804 43.7 58,945 104,749
1.3 Daka 9,174 100.0 - 9,174
1.4 Oti 16,213 22.3 56,565 72,778
1.5 Lower Volta 68,588 95.4 32,730 71,861
1.6 | Tordzie Aka 1,865 83.7 363 2,228
2.0 South western system 52,862 96.9 1,718 54,580
2.1 | Bia 6,431 92.3 534 6,965
2.2 Tano 14,877 92.7 1,184 16,061
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23 | Pra 23,188 100.0 - 23,188
2.4 | Ankobra 8,366 100.0 - 8,366
3.0 | Minor Coastal system 4,274 100 0 4,274
3.1 | Densu 2,564 100.0 - 2,564
3.2 | Ayensu 1,710 100.0 - 1,710

(Source: WRC (2010) National Baseline Studies and Institutional analyses towards the development of the national IWRM Plan

Table5.2: Administrative regions and districts drained by major river basins
River River Administrative regions | Administrative districts
System | basin Region % of area
drained
Volta White Northern 50 Sawla Tuna Kalba; West Goja; West Mamprusi;
Volta Mamprusi; Bunkpuru Yunyo; Karaga; Gushegu; Y

Municipal; Tamale Metropolitan;Tolon Kumbungu
Savelugu Nanton; Central Gonja

Upper West | 70 Lambussie Karn; Sissala West; Sissala East; Wa Ea
Municipal; Nadowli; Jirapa; Wa West.
Upper East | 100 Kassena Nankana East; Kassena Nankana West; B

Talensi Nabdam; Gartiempane; Bawku West; Bawk
Municipal; Bolgatanga Municipal

Black Upper West | 22 Sissala West; Lambussie Karn; Lawra; Jirapa; Nag
Volta Wa Municipal; Wa West; Wa East
Northern 48 Sawla Una Kalba; West Gonja; Bole; Krachi West
Brong Ahafo | 30 Tain; Jaman North; Jaman South; Berekum Munic

Sunyani West; Sunyani Municipal; Wenchi; Techin
Municipal; Kintampo Municipal; Kintampo South; Pru

Lower Volta 71 South Dayi; Ho Municipal; Adaklu Anyigbe; No
Volta Tongu; South Tongu
Eastern 13 Asuogyamann; Lower Manya Krobo; Yilo Krg
Akwapim North
Greater 16 Dangbe East, Dangbe West
Accra
South Bia Brong Ahafo | 44 Asunafo South; Asunafo North; Asutifi; Dorm
western Municipal
Western 56 Bia; Juabeso; Sefwi Wiawso; Aowin Suaman; S
Akontonbra
Tano Brong Ahafo | 35 Berekum Municipal; Dormaa East; Sunyani W

Sunyani Municipal; Tano North; Tano South; Techir
Municipal; Asunafo South

Western 50 Bibiani Anhwiaso; Sefwi Wiawso; Juabeso; S
Akintonbra; Ellembele; Aowin Suamalomoro
Ashanti 15 Offinso North; Ahafo Ano South; Ahafo ANo No
Atwima Mponua
Pra Ashanti 55 Ahafo Ano; Offinso Municipal; Afigya Kwabre; Seky

South; Atwima Nwabiagya; Mampong Municip
Asante North; Ejisu Juaben; Asante AKim No
Bosome Freho; Bosomtwe; Kwabre; Kumg
Metropolitan; Bekwai Municipal; Adansi North; Adal
South; Obuasi Municipal; Amansie Central; Amat
West; Atwima Mponua

Central 15 Assin North Municipal; Assin South; Lower Denky
Mpohor Wassa East; Upper Denkyitgast; Upper
Denkyira West; Askuma Odoben Brakwa

Eastern 23 Akim South; Birim Central Municipal; Akyeman
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River River Administrative regions | Administrative districts
System | basin Region % of area
drained

Kwabibirem; Suhum Kraboa Coaltar; east A
Municipal; Fanteakwa; Atiwa; Kwahu West Municig
Birim North; Kwahu East; Kwabre South

Western 7 Mpohor Wassa East; Shama; Tarkwa Nsuaem; Bi
Anhwiaso Bekwai
Ankobra | Ashanti 1 Atwima Mponua
Western 92 Nzema East; Ellembele, Tarkwa/Nsuaem; Pretea |

Valley; Mpohor Wassa East;; Wassa Amenfie E
Wassa Amenfie West; Jomoro; Bibiani Anhwiaso

Central 7 Twifo Heman Lower Denkyira; Upper Denkyira W
Upper Denkyira East
Coastal | Densu Eastern 71 East Akim; Kwaebibirem; New Juaben Municiy

Suhum Kraboa Coaltar; Akwapim North; Akway
South; West Akim Municipal

Greater 23 Ga WestGa South; Ga East; Accra Metropolitan
Accra
Central 6 Awutu Senya

Ayensu Central 54 Agona East Municipal; Agona West; Awutu Senya;
Eastern 46 Suhum Kroboa Coaltar; West Akim Municipal; Bi

Central Municipal

(Source: WRC (2010) National BaseStdies and Institutional analyses towards the development of the national IWRW Plan

5.1.3.2 Major Surface Water Usage

Generally, the enormous natural resources within the river basins are currently being exploited for
national development and sometimes thesmppear to be taking place beyond tolerable limits.
Population levels and pressure are rising and these are exerting considerable demands on water
resources.

The major consumptive water resource uses in the country are for irrigation and domestic wapdy.s
Hydropower generation on the Volta has had a major impact on the smtinomic development of the
country. Therecently construced Bui hydroelectric dam with the associated irrigation development
activities will add considerably to the exploitatiof the water resources of the countryhere are plans

to develop the PraiRer into a hydreelectric power project at Henmg and currently a study under the
Ministry of Energy on #@aPraRver hydreelectric project is ongoing since 2010.

Most ofthe river basins are charactedd by accelerating land degradation aneté is ample evidence
of localizd pollution from urban, industrial including mining activities especially in the coastal and south
western rivers.
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Figure5.2: Drainage map of Ghana
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